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JEST BOOK. 



That I w» disdainfnlj— and tbat I bad my good wit out of The 
Hundred Merry Tales ;— Well, thig was Signor Benedick tliat 
said 80. 

Much Ado About Nothing, Act 2, Sc. 1. 
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TO THE READER. 



J- HE name of ShakspeaRE is so sacred 
that I fear the licence I have used in calling 
this his Jest Book, may deserve same reprehen- 
sion. Yet anything that tends to the elucida- 
tion of his page, or any hook which he may he 
presumed to have read, has been and is still 
sought with avidity: how much more then 
should a volume he cites be considered deser- 
ving our attention. That this little book is the 
one from which Benedick had accused Beatrice 
of stealing all her ''good wit" can, T think, be 
established satisfactorily: but the extraordi- 
nary rarity of it, must account for the circum- 
stance of its having escaped the diligence of the 
editors of our great Dramatic Bard. 
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I cannot agree with the opinians of Mr. 
Steevens and Mr. Reed, that Shakspeare hy 
The Handred Merry Tales meant either the 
Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles*, or the Decameron 
of Boccaecio ; and thou who are best acquainted 
with these two popular works, will be most ready 
to admit that they are not sources from whence 
the sprightly Beatrice could have derived her 
sarcastic quips and lively repartees, as they con- 
sist principally in amorous stories, many of them, 
in the latter, terminating tragically ; neither 
does it appear that either of those works existed 
sufficiently early in an English dress. The 
entries in the Stationers books, and the passage 
in Laneham^s Letter, most probably referred to 
these Tales and Quicke Answeres ;for it appears 
that their popular titles were The Hundred 
Merry Tales, and The Book of Merry Tales. 

* Misled hy the obaenatunu of Mr, Steevens and 
Mr, Reed, the author of an ingenious work recently 
published has faUen into an error; he says, "^ The Cent 
NouveUes were translated into English under the title <tf 
a Hundreth Mery Tales, 1557. This version is now lost^ 
but wnas a fashionable work in its day,** 

Danlop's History of Fiction. Vol. IL p. 403. ' 



So tf^e Eeatier* ix 

Sir John Haringtan, in the humonnu " Apo- 
logy "/or Am Metamorphosis of Ajax, has the 
following passage: ** Ralph Horsey^ Knight^ 
the best housekeeper in Dorsetshire, a good 
freeholder , a deputie Lieutenant. Oh Sir, you 
keep hauks and houndes, and hunting horses ; 
it may be some maddefellowe will say, you must 
stand up to the chinne, for spending fine hun- 
dred poundes, to catch hares, and Partridges, 
that might he taken forfiue poundes.'*^ And 
against this passage in the margin, he says, 
*' according to the tale in the hundred mery 
tales :'' the tale referred to will he found in this 
collection, it is the lii. p. 57 of this edition. 
Other stories have been laid under contribution 
from this work by Sir John, as the xlix. the 
xcvi, the cxi. and others: besides that, in the 
course of his amusing volume, many things 
evince the intimate knowledge he had of it. 
This is sufficient to establish the fact that it was 
the present collection which Shakspeare alluded 
to under the same title ; and however improper 
it may have been for the eye of Beatrice, it 
will be recollected, that it is only a supposed 
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taunt of Benedick's, meant to infer that her 
wit was borrowed: Shakspeare would of course 
refer to a book of Jests then in the hands of 
every one ; and it must be confessed, that it was 
a more probable source for Beatrice to obtain 
her " quips and cranks,*' than either the Cent 
Nouvelles or the Decameron. 

That this book should have fallen into com- 
plete oblivion, and have been almost lost to us, 
is not very surprising, when we consider its 
popular nature, and that as far as we know, 
there never was but one edition of it ; of that 
edition probably not two copies are now in 
existence. A desire on my part to possess so 
curious a monument of thefestivous gayety of 
our ancestors, occasioned me to make a tran- 
script*: and as a few friends were also desir- 



* From the copy formerly in the Roxburghe collection, 
now in that qf the Marquis ^f Blan4ford, This im- 
pression has been cartftdly collated with the original, 
which has been followed panctnatini et literatim, except 
in those places where the absence of words are marked by 
asterisks. 



aus of possessing copies, I was induced to print 
a very small impression. The curious in these 
matters, independent of the sanction of Shak- 
speare*s citation, will find it possesses other 
claims to attention. It affords an amusing 
specimen of the unsettled state of our Ian- 
guage, particularly in regard to 4prthography, 
in the reign of Henry the Eighth ; and another 
illustration, if another were necessary, of the 
little respect shewn to decency of manners, or 
delicacy of speech, in that licentious age. It 
is true that neighbouring nations surpassed us 
in profligacy : we were then, as since, contented 
to imitate their follies ; and this little work is 
a proof that we were also inclined to borrow 
their wit. Licentious as some parts of it will 
be found, this selection is chaste indeed, com- 
pared with the Cent Nouvelles NoavelleSy or 
even fA« Heptameron of the Queen of Navarre; 
and the grossieret^ and indecency of some 
articles excepted, is perhaps as amusing for its 
extent as any since compiled. It appears to 
be a translation either from the Latin or 
French, but most probably the latter, as some 
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xii Zo tit i&eaHet* 

words and idiomatic phrases are adopted 
from that language: it may however have 
been selected from works of the same kind in 
various languages. Many of the tales are 
conmton to most collections of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries: the Facetiae of Poggius 
have largely contributed, and some of the 
stories are to be found in those ascribed to 
ArlottOy Gonella, Barlacchia, and other Italian 
wits. The occurrence of English names, in 
some of the stories, might have led to the sup- 
position that they were original: but the same 
stories will be found in earlier foreign collec- 
tions, where they are applied to celebrated 
characters of the time: indeed, it has been 
a common artifice with the compilers ^Facetiae 
to throw an air of verisimilitude over their 
collections, by introducing their cotemporaries, 
distinguished for wit, as interlocutors. 

The moral reflections which are made to acr- 
company many of the stories, is an amusing 
feature in this collection, for their naivet^/re- 
quently excijtes a smile where the tale itself 



Zn t^z Eealien xiii 

would fail to do so. This feature it has in 
common with other productions of the same 
class; and indeed it was the practice of many 
well4ntentioned religious men to attempt the 
moralization of works, in their nature of quite 
a different tendency, thus endeavouring to 
blend instruction with amusement: hence the 
moralized Roman de la Rose, and the various 
spiritual romances with which the infancy of 
European literature abounded; this attempt 
was sometimes carried to a truly laughable 
extent, for instance, in an early French Drans- 
lotion of the Facetiae of Poggius, published at 
Lyons, 1550, after relating a licentious and 
dirty story, the moralizer is obliged at length 
to confess *' £n ceste facecie il n'y a rien moral : 
c'est toute matiere salle, sinon que d'aucuns 
hommes ne doyvent pas donner k entendre 
choses vilaines k leurs femmes, comme fist 
cestuy-ey des pets." 

It has been deemed expedient to follow the 
original in every respect, and even the excep- 
tionable stories are retained, substituting aste- 
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xiv Vn t^t WM^a^ 

risks, only where the expression was revolHngly 
gross or indecent; had the hook been intended 
for public circulation these stories would have 
been omitted; but it is presumed the few for 
whom it is intended will be careful that it faU 
not into improper hands, although I do not 
deem there is much danger to be apprehended 
from the perusal, for the passages which con- 
stitute the objectionable parts of this little book, 
may be said to carry their antidote with them : 
as who but those deep plunged indeed into the 
bitter gulf of sensuality, can delight in mere 
dirty allusions and indecent expressions, which 
even when clothed in wifs fantastic garb, to 
the mind rightly constituted, are not alto- 
gether productive of unmixed pleasure at any 
age. 

In the course of reading the proofs, a few 
words which were presumed likely to perplex 
the reader unskilled in the English of our 
earlier writers have been noted, and are here 
subjoined; it is presumed the explanations an- 
nexed are for the most part correct, and such 
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as agree with the context: other words may 
perhaps have escaped me ^ hut I believe they will 
generally be found of more obvious significa-- 
tion. The number of Tales is cxiii. for by a 
mistake in nunUfering them in the original, 
the Ixxviii. t« left out. The volume has no date ; 
but was probably executed about 1530 — 4. 
Btrthelet began to print in 1529, and it is 
supposed left cff business in 1541, as many 
books, subsequent to that year, are said to 
have been printed ** in the house late Thomas 
JBerthehVsJ' Some of these are dated as late 
as 1554 ; but the present volume, in its arrange^ 
ment and execution, bears evidence of being 
one of his early performances. It is a small 
quarto, running from AtoK4, and the Title 
and Table consist of four leaves; thus making 
in the whole forty four leaves. It is printed 
in a semi'gothic letter, which is common to 
most of the earlier productions of the same 
printer. 

I will now no longer detain the reader from 
his amusement, but merely assure him that I 



have endeavoured to render this little book in 
every respect such as, I trust, wiU make him 
receive it complacently as an humble substitute 
for the original, whose extreme rarity renders 
it doubtful whether he will ever have the good 
fortune to obtain a copy. 

THE EDITOR. 
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AsTONiED, astonished . . . ^ . . . 18 8 



* 



Bayne, JFV-. Bain^ a bath 109 penuu. 

Chadde» Ich had, I had 100 20 

Dangerous, difficult, sparing . . 56 13 

DUTTE, do't, do it 09 15 

Frotte, JFV-. to rub . 110 1 

Garnison, Fr. garrison 71 8 

Gryce, step 33 4 
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healed, recovered 52 14 

HovSDDE, flocked, hovered • ... 61 8 
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IwYSS, truly, verily 4 7 



J AN w A YES, Genoese, from Jtmua, 

Lai. vide Menagiana, T. p. 3. 61. 2 17 

Leasynge, a lye, a falsity .... 17 18 
LiMiTOUR, a friar licensed to beg 

within a certain district 38 16 
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Orels, or else 40 9 
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Pese, peace 57 13 
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PoLLYNGE, cheating 15 17 
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Row NED, whispered 7 15 
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Skeles, skill, knowledge 29 1 
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Vayled, availed 60 20 

Wende, guessed, supposed, con- 16 9 
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CDjT i;m tist tote «ttt of ILottQotty ann iftti ii0 
^etttcttttt fidlobii^nse iintt on footi ^ i x 

% 0f ii;m tiftt pieacitti on ^ci^nte Cirt0tofer0 

^8f» i^ 2 

f flDf tie ftencie men tl^at ^trone toit) tlfte 3(>n< 
toai^e fo^ it0 atntf 0^ Hi t 

f (Df tlfte ctticte tl^ct ^avtie our loitie feotie fpue 
^nnntfii per^one^. Hl{. a 

f (Df |;m tl^at ptofetfti |i0 Oouglfttet to one in 
ntsti?c0e. t) 4 

f 0Df t|e men of tie conntre]?, t^at came to 
Honoon to lb]^e a txnMtt of tooone* Di 4 

f 0f i]^m tiat folotoeti ii0 tunfe to fiucfent^* 
tiiK B 
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tie poete. %i(s* 9 
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If 0f if m tiat lodte iid put^e in JLontion. j^fi. ii 
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f (Df papititt0 preteictattt0. %%i^ .....^....ir 



Pag* 

f fiDf 4t tmnitt mttt of luim* nil* •••... i9 

V (Df Iti^nge )lot0e0 of Jtaunce ann t%t itt^banu 
ntait Conoit* jnciii • • so 

IT iDf a 9icie tttnite, tiat tlbooje^tt to becn^U tie 
ittme mo0te piottetit "kfUf^* nviiii « . 2S 
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f 9>f t;m tiat totie out of Hontiott atiti Idat t|t0 
0etoattttt UUf»tn^t on foote. i. 

il X HEBE was a manne od a tyme that rode 
V. myle out of London, and had his seruaunt 
folowyng after him on fote, the whiche came 
so nere, that the horse strake hym a great 
stroke vpon the thye. The seruaunte thynk- 
ynge to be reuenged, toke and threwe a great 
stone at the horse, and hytte his mayster on 
the raynes of the backe, who thought it had 
bene his horse. He within a whyle loked 
backe and chydde hb seruaunte bycause he 
came haltynge so farre behynde : the seruaunt 
aunswered: Sir your horse hath gyuen me 
suche a stroke vpon my thygh, that I can go 
no faster. Trewely sayde his mayster, the 

B 



2 ZiAtB ant) 

horse is a great kyckar, for lyke wyse with his 
hele right nowe he gaue me a great stroke 
vpon the raynes of my backe. 

f SDf ii^m tiat prectieB on Hi^nt Citi0to|)tec0 

trap. iL 

IF A FRY ERE that preached vpon a saynt Chris- 

tofers daye, greatly laudynge saynte Christo- 

pher, sayde: what a prerogatyue hadde he 

here in erthe^ in his armes to beare our 

Sauioure? was there euer any lyke hym in 

grace: A homely blount felowe heryng him 

aske twyse or thryse that question so emestly, 

answered : yes mary. The asse that bare both 

hym and his mother. 

f flDf tt)t fctncfit man, tliat uttmt toit) tte 
Kantoa^ for l^tnf arme^. Hi. 

IF There was one amonge the Janwayes, that 

the Frenche kyng had hyted to make warrie 

agaynst the Engiysshe men, whiche bare an 

oxe heed peynted in his shelde: the whiche 

shelde a noble man of France challenged: 

and so longe they stroue, that they must nedes 

fyght for it. So at a day and place appoyoted 

the frenche gallaunt came into the felde 



rychely armed at aU peces. The Janway all 
vnarmed came also in to the felde, and said to 
the frenche man, wherfore shall we this day 
fyght? Mary sayd the frenche man, I wyll 
make good with my body, that these armes 
were myne auncetours before thyne. what 
were your auncetours armes, quod the Jan- 
way^? An oxe heed, sayd the frenche man. 
Than sayde the Janwaye, here nedeth no 
batayle: For this that I beare is a cowes 
heed. 

By this tale ye perceyue howe nycely the 
vayne braggynge of the frenche man was 
deryded. 

f 0f tit cttsate tli)8t ant^t out Itotne feooe 

IF A CERTAYNE curate preachynge on a tyme 
to his parysshens sayde, that our Lorde with 
fyue loues fedde. v. hundred persones. The 
clerke herynge hym iayle, sayde softely in his 
eare : Sir ye enre, the gospell is v. thousande. 
Holde thy peace foole said the curate, they 
wyll seantly beleue, that they were fyue 
hundred. 

B 2 
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f ODf tfiit Hut pt^feceti W n^a^'ittt in 

IF Thebe was a man vpon a tyme, iivhiche 
profered bis dougbter to a yonge man in 
mariage, the which yonge manne refused her, 
sayenge, that she was to yonge to be maryed. 
I wys, quod her foolyssbe father she is more 
able than ye wene. For she hath borne iii. 
children by our parysshe elerke. 

Lo by this tale ye se, that foles can nat 
telle what and whan to speake, therfore it 
were best for them to kepe alway silence. 

f 9>f ti^tm tfiat came to HonQan to "bi^t t 
Ctttctftpe.. bi» 

IF There were certayne men vpon a tymc 
sent out of a village to London to bye a Cru- 
cifixe of wodde. The Caruer that they came 
to, seynge and herynge by theyr wordes, that 
they were but folysshe blount felowes, asked 
them, whether they wolde haue the ymage a 
lyue or elles deade. whiche question so 
abasshed them, that they went a syde to 
deuyse whether was beste. So whan they 
had spoken priuely to gether, they came to 
the caruer agayne and said, they wold haue 



the image a iyue : for if theyr neighbours at 
home were nat so contente, they myghte 
lyghtly kylle hym. 

f 0f tptn tt8t folotoeti l^i0 t»|»fe to frnq^enge. biL 
!r A MAN that wepynge folowed his wyfe to 
buryenge, rebuked his lyttel souue, that weute 
with hym, bycause he sapge, sayeuge, that he 
was peuysshe aad madde to synge at his 
mothers buryenge, but he shulde rather be 
sory and wepe. The chylde answered: Fa- 
ther, seynge ye gyue to these prestes money 
to synge at my mothers buryenge, why be ye 
angry with me, that aske you nothynge for my 
syngynge 1 His father aunswered : the preestes 
ofl^ce and thyne is nat all one. 
' By this tale ye may perceyue that all 
thynges beseme nat euery body. 

f 0f tpm tl^at felk into tide fttt. i^UL 
H A FELOWE that was frowarde to his wyfe, 
vsed to be oute drynkynge many tymes verye 
late. So on a nyghte he taryed so longe oute, 
that his wyfe wente to bedde, and badde her 
mayde make a good fyre, and tarye vp for 
hym. About xij, of the clocke home he 
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camcy and as be stode warmynge him by the 
fyre bis bede was so tottye, that he feUe in to 
the fyre. The mayde seing faim fall ranne vp 
cryenge to her maistres, and sayd: Alas my 
maister is fallen and lyeth longe straughte in 
the fyre. No force mayde said her maistres, 
let him lye and take his pleasure in his owne 
house, where soeuer him listeth. 

f 3>f l^im tl^at tM^eti to cal W HMwt tl^e ftinse 

cf folc0. i%. 

IT Thebe was a man that had a dulle lump- 
isshe felow to his seruant, wherfore he vsed 
commonly to calle him the kinge of fooles. 
The felowe at laste waxed angry in his minde 
to be alway so called and sayde to his mayster : 
I wolde that I were the kinge of foles, for 
than no man coulde compare with me in 
largenes of kingedome, and also you shulde 
be my subiect. By this, one may perceiue, 
that to moch of one thing is not good : many 
one calleth an other fole, and is more fole 
him selfe. 



Iiu0i»ottiie0 tetlii^ jc«. 
IT There was a yoDge woman^ the whiche for 
her liusbande that laye a dyeoge, sorowed 
oute of all measure, wherfore her father came 
oftea to her and sayde : Daughter leaue your 
moumingey for I haue prouyded for you a 
Dother husbaude, a farre more goodly man. 
But she did nat onely continue in her sorowe, 
but also was greatly displeased, that her 
father made any motion to her of an other 
husbande. Assone as she had buryed her 
husbande, and the soule masse was songe, and 
that they were at dyner, betwene sobbynge 
and wepynge she rowned her father in the 
earcy and sayde: Father, where is the same 
yonge man, that ye said shuld be min hus- 
bande? Lo thus may ye se, that women 
sorowe ryght longe after theyr husbondes be 
departed to God. 

ito0e» tL 
IT A BABLYNGE gentylman, the whiche on a 
tyme wolde haue bassed a fayre mayde, that 
had nat the leest nose, sayde : How shulde I 
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kysse you: youre oose wyll not suffre Our 
lyppes to mete ? The mayden waxinge shamfast 
and angrye in her mynde, for with his scoffe he 
a lyttell touched her, answered on this wyse : 
Syr if ye can not kysse my mouth for my nose, 
ye may kysse me there as I haue nere a nose. 

Ye may by this tale leme, tUat hit is folye 
so to scoffe, that youre selfe therby shukle be 
laughed to scome agayne. One that is oner 
couetous ought nat to attwite an other of pro- 
digalite. Thou arte her brother (sayd Alc- 
meon to Adrastus) that slewe her husbande. 
But he blamed nat Alcmeon for an others 
faute, but obiected against him his owne. 
Thou hast with thy hande (sayd he) slayne 
thin owne mother. It is nat ynough to haue 
rebukes redie, and to speke vyle wordes 
agaynst other i for he that so shuld do, ought 
to be without any vyce. For of all men sayth 
Plutarchus, he ought to be innocent and haue 
the lyfe vnculpable, that wolde reprehende 
the fautes of other. The lyttell morall boke 
saythe : 

It 18 a fonle thynge worthye rebnke and blame 
A Tyce to reprehende and do the same. 
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f Cle (Dtf !8ntii00l^e in8ti0 tttiiit»ere, cottcernlnge 

IT In a certayne placcyoo a tyme the peryssbyns 
had pulled downe theyr steple, and bad buylded 
it vp newe agayne, and had put out theyr belles 
to be newe founded : and bycause they range 
nat at the bysshops entrynge in to the village, 
as they were wont and acustomed to do, he 
asked a good homely man, whether they had 
no belles in theyr steple : he answered, no. 
Than sayde the bysshop, ye may sylle aweye 
your steple. why so, and please your lord- 
ship sayd the man? Bycause hit stondeth 
vacant, said the bysshop? Than sayde the 
man, we may well sylle a way an other thinge, 
that we haue in our chiirche, what is that, sayd 
the bysshop. That is a pulpit quod he. for this 
vii. yere ther was no sermon made therin. 

f 0f t^e It^f^ttn 8n0t»ere to ® • ^ielton tl^e 

poete. %iU. 

IF A POURE begger, that was foule, black e, 
and lothlye to beholde, cam vpon a tyme vnto 
mayster Skelton the poete, and asked him his 
almes. To whom mayster Skelton sayde: I 
praye the gette the awaye fro me, for thou 
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lokeste, as though tliou earnest out of helle. 
The poure man perceyuiu^ he wolde gyue 
him no thynge, answerd : For soth syr ye say 
trouth, I came oute of helle. why dyddest 
thou nat tary styl there, quod mayster Skelton: 
Mary syr quod the begger, there is no roume, 
fbr suche poure beggers as I am, all is kepte 
for suche gentyl men as ye be. 

f iDf t^ c^^pUn, t1)at ftafUe our Uttn mtttna 

8 hen* %iiiL 

f A CERTATNE lordes chaplen hosted on a 
tyme syttynge at his lordes table, that he 
sayde our lady matyns euery mominge besyde 
all his other seruice and orisons. The lorde 
to proue whether his chaplen did as he sayde, 
arose yerly on a mominge, and went to his 
chaplens chamber, and called him, saying: 
where be ye syr wylliam: Here and please your 
lordshyp (quod he) in my bedde. why, sayd the 
lorde, I thought ye had ben vp and sayenge of 
our lady matyns. I am nowe sayinge it, quod 
the chappleyn. what lienge in your bedde, 
quod the lorde ? why syr, sayd the chapplain 
where shulde women be serued but a bedde ? 
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f iDf t^im tlftat Uh W outfit in JLttmon. %tf^ 
f A CERTAYN man tuf the countre, the whiche 
for bfisiaes came vp to Load(H]» lost his purse 
as he wente late in the euenynge: And by 
cause the somme therin was great, he sette vp 
bylles in dyuers places, that if any man of 
the cyte had loande the purse, and wolde 
brynge it agayne to him, he shulde haue welle 
foTy his laboHf*e* A gentyll man of the Temple 
wrote vnder one of the l^yls, howe the man 
shulde come to hb chamber, and tolde where* 
So whan he was come, the gentyll man asked 
him fyrst what was in the purse, seoondli what 
countrey man he was, and thirdly what was 
his name. Syr quod be xx. nobles, was inne 
the pourse, I am halfe a walske man: and my 
name isiohn vp Janken. John vp Jankyn 
(sayde the gentyll Biasi) I am gladde I knowe thy 
name. F«r so longe as I lyue, thou nor none of 
thyn name shal haue my purse to kepe. And 
nowe fare well gentyll John vp Jankyn. Thus 
he was mocked to 9corne and went his way. 

Her^y ye may perceyue, that a man can 
not haue a shrewde toume, but otherwhyk a 
mocke withall. 
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f 0f t%t matcliattnt tlftat foift Iftiif IboBgette Ibettvette 
toite anD ]Loit« jAU 

If A CERTAYNE marchant betwene ware and 
London lost his bodget, and a c. li. tlierioy 
wherfore he caused to proclayme in dyuers 
market townes, who .so euer that founde the 
sayde bodget, and wolde bryng it agayne, 
shulde haue xx. li. for his labour. An honeste 
husbande man, that chaunsed to fynde the 
sayde bodge t, brought it to the baiiy of ware, 
accordynge to the crye, and required his 
XX. li. for his labour, as it was proclaymed. 
The couetous marchant whan he vnderstode 
this, and that he muste nedes pay xx. li. for 
the fyndynge, he sayd, that there was an c. 
and xxi Ij. in his bodgette, and so wolde haue 
badde his owne money and xx. li. ouer. So 
longe they stroue, that the matter was brought 
before mayster Vauasour the good Judge, 
whan he vnderstode by the bayllye, that the 
crye was made for a bodget with an c. li. 
therin, he demanded where hit was? here 
quod the bailly, and toke it vnto him. Is it 
iuste an c. li. sayde the Judge? ye trulye, 
quod the baiUye. Holde sayde the Judge (to 
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iiirn that founde the bodget) take thou this 
money vnto thyne owne vse: and if thou 
hap to fynde a bodgette mih a c. and %%. \u 
theriuy brynge it to this honest marchante 
man. It is myn, I lost no more but an c. li. 
quod the marchant. ye speke nowe to late^ 
quod the judge. 

By this tale ye may vnderstande, that they 
that go about to disceyue other, be often tymes 
disceyued them selfe. And some tyme one fall- 
ethe in the dytche, that he him selfe made. 

% ^f %im tlbat t»ft0 cftnen cnclcoliie. %W. 

IF A CBRTETNE man, whiche vpon a tyme in 
company betwene emest and game was called 
cuckolde wente angerly home to his wyfe and 
sayde : wyfe, I was this day in company called 
kockolde, whether am I one or nat ? Syr truly^ 
sayde she, ye be none. By my fayth (sayde 
he) thou shall swere so vpon this boke, and 
helde to her a boke. She denyed hit longe, 
but whan she sawe there was no remedy, she 
sayde : well sythe I must nedes swere, I pro- 
myse you by my faythe, I will swere truly, 
yea do so quod he. So she toke the boke in 
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her hande and sayd : By this boke syr ye be 
a' cokolde. By the masse hare sayd fae^ thou 
lyesty thou sayste it for none other cause hut 
to anger me. 

By this tale ye may parceyue, that it is nat 
best at all tymes for a man to bekoe his wyfe, 
though she swere vpon a boke. 

f SDf tl^e tolou0 ntatt*^ %iaiii. 
IF A MAN that was ryght iolous on his wyfe, 
dreamed on a nyght as he laye a bed with her 
and slepte, that the dyuell aperd vnto him 
and sayde : woldest thou nat be gladde, that 
I shulde put the in suretie of thy wyfe ? yes 
sayde he. Holde sayde the dyuell, as longe 
as thou hast this rynge vpon thy fynger, no 
pian shall make the kockolde. The man was 
gladde therof, And whan he awaked, he founde 
his fynger in ********, 

f S)f tit fatte loomatt tl^at ^tin$ fcnte, j:ij:* 
IF As a greate fatte woman sate and solde frute 
in a lente, there came a yonge man bye, and 
behelde her frute emestly, and specially he 
caste his eyes on her fygges, she asked him, 
as was her gyse : Syr wyll ye haue any figges 1 
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they be fayre and good. And whan she sawe 
he was content : she sayde howe manye ? wyli 
ye haue fyue. li.? He was content. So she 
wayed him oute fyue. li. in to his lappe : and 
whyle she layde a side her balaunce, he wente 
hb waye iaire and softely. whan she toumed 
her to haue taken money, and sawe her chap* 
man go his waye, she made after a pace, hut 
faster with her voicey than with hir fote. He 
dissemblinge the mater wente styll forth on. 
Sh^ made suche a cryenge and folkes gathered 
so faste^ that he stode styll. So in the preace 
he shewed to the people all the matter, and 
said : I bought nothing of hir, but that that 
she vnbyd gaue me^ I toke, and if she wyll I 
am contente to go be fore the Justice. 

f 0Df a poller tl^at tt^ifltn a jftt^u %j:^ 

IF ypON a tyme in Andwarpe a false poUyngc 
felowe came vnto a certeyne preste, that 
faadde his purse hangynge at his gyrdell 
strouttinge oute full of money, that he a 
lyttell before had resceyued, and gentilly 
gretynge hym sayde: Good mayster, our 
parysshe preste bad me bye him a palle (which 
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is the vppermoste vestementy that a preste 
syngeth masse in) if it wolde please you to go 
with me, I were moche bounde to you: for 
our curat and you be of one stature. The 
preste was contente. whan they came there, 
where he wolde bye it, the palle was brought 
forth, and the preste dyd it on: the poller 
loketh and toteth theron, and preyseth it, but 
he layde a wyte, that it \vas to shorte before. 
Nay quod the syller, the faute is nat in the 
vestement, hit is the strouttinge purse vnder- 
neth that beareth hit vp : Shortely to speake, 
the prest dyd of his purse, and layde hit by, 
and than the vestiment they be helde agayne. 
whan the poller sawe the preste was toumed, 
he snatched vp the purs, and toke his legges 
and to go. The preste rounne after with the 
vestement on his backe : and the vestement 
maker after the prest. The prest bad stop 
the thefe, the siller bad stop the prest, the 
poller bade holde the mad preste, and euery 
man wende he had ben mad in dede, bicause 
he had the vestement on his backe. And so 
whyle one letted an other the false poller went 
his waye. 
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IT AuLUS Gellius reherseth, how the Senatours 
of Rome on a tyme helde a great counsaile. 
Before which tyme the senatours chyldren, 
called of their garmentes Pueri pretextati, 
Ysed to come in to the parlemente house with 
theyre fathers. So at this tyme a chyld6 
called Piqpyrius^ cam in with his fother and 
herde the great eounsayl the which was 
straytely commaunded to be kept secrete tyll 
hit was decreed, whan this chylde came 
home, his mother asked him what the coun- 
saile was. The chylde answered, hit oughte 
nat to be tolde. Now was his mother more 
desyrous to knowe hit than she was before : 
wherfore she enquered more straitly and more 
vjolentlye. The chylde beinge sore con- 
strayned of his mother, shortelye deuysed a 
propre merye leasynge. It is reasoned in the 
parlemente (quod he) whether of both shulde 
be more profytable for the comon welth, a 
man to haue ii. wiues or els a woman ii. hus- 
bandes. whan she harde him say so, her 
mynde was pacified : and forth with she wente 
and tolde hit to the other matrones. 
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On the morowe a great company of the 
moste notable wyues of Rome came to the 
parlemente house weping, and humbly prayen : 
that rather one woman shuld be maryed vnto 
ii. men than ii. wemen to one man. The Sena- 
tours entringe in to the court, what with the 
Aodayn assembling of the wyues and of their 
request, were right sore astonied, than the 
childe Papyrius stode forth, and enformed the 
senatours, how his mother wold haue comr 
pelled him to vtter the secrete counsayle : and 
howe he to content her mynde, feyned that 
leasynge. For which dede the Senatours right 
hyghly commended the childes fydelite and 
wytte. And forth with they made a law, that 
no child after that (saue only Papirius) shuld 
come in to the parlement house with his 
father. And for his great prudence in that 
tender age he hadde gyuen to hym, to his 
great honour, this surname Pretextatus. 

Whereby ye may se, that the hygh treasure 
of man, and greattest grace,, resteth in well 
ordrynge of the tonge. The moste prudent 
poete Hesiodus sayth : The tonge shulde not 
ronne at large, but be hydde as a precious 



€^tiicle 3n0tDere0f 19 

treasure. For of all the membres of man, 
the tonge yll ordered is the worste. The 
tonge blasphemeth God : The tonge sklaun- 
dereth thy neygfabour. The tonge breaketh 
peace, and stereth vp cruell warre, of all 
thynges to mankynde moste mischefoU, the 
tonge is a broker of baudrye: the tonge 
setteth frendes at debate: The tonge with 
flatterynge, detraction, and wanton tales en- 
fecteth pure and clene myndes: the tonge 
without sworde or venome strangleth thy bro- 
ther and frende: and brefeiy to speake, the 
tonge teacheth cursed heresyes, and of good 
Christiens maketh Antichristes. 

f S)f t%t conupte matt of Ut»e» %%ij, 

If Thbre was a man of lawe, whiche on a 
tyme shulde be iudge betwene a poure man 
and a ryche : the poure man came, and gaue 
hym a glasse of oyle (whiche was as moche as 
his power wold stretche to) and desyred, that 
he wolde be good in his matter : yes quod he, 
the matter shall passe with the. The riche 
man perceyuynge that, sente to the same iudge 
a fatte hogge, and prayed hym to be fauorable 

c2 
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on his syde. wherfore he gaue iudgement 
agaynst the poure man. whan the poure man 
sawe that he nvas condemned, pyt6usly com- 
playnyng he sayd to the Judge: Syr I gaue 
you a glasse of oyle, and ye promysed by 
your feith, the matter shulde passe with me. 
To whom the iuge sayde : For a trouth there 
came a hogge into my house, whiche founde 
the glasse of oyle, and ouerthrewe and brake 
it: and so through spyllynge of the oyle 1 
cleane forgot the. 

Wherby ye may se, that eoermore amonge 

The ryche hath his wyll, the pore taketh wronge. 

f flDf ii^nt^t JL0l»tn of iFtftttce, anu t%t 

IT What tyme kynge Lowes of Fraunce, the 
xi. of that name, bycause of the trouble that 
was in the realme, kepte hym selfe in Bur- 
goyne, he chaunced by occasion of huntinge 
to come acqueynted with one Conon a homely 
husbande man, and a plaine meanynge felowe. 
In whiche maner of men the hygh princes 
greatly delyte them. To this mans house the 
kynge ofte resorted from huntynge. And with 
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great pleasure he wolde eate radysshes rotes 
with hym. within a whyle after whan Lowes 
was restored home, and had the gouemaunce of 
France in his hande, this husbande man was 
couasailed by his wyfe, to take a goodly sorte 
of radysshe rotes and to go and ^ue them to 
the kyng, and put him in myud of the good 
chere, that he had made hym at his house. 
Conon wolde nat assent therto, what folyssfae 
woman quod he, the great princes remembre 
nat suche smalle pleasures. But for all that 
she wolde not reste tyll Conon chose out a 
great syght of the fayrest rootes, and toke his 
iourney towarde the courte. But as he went 
by the way, he yete vp all the radysshes saue 
one of the greattest. 

Conon peaked in to the courte, and stode 
where the kynge shulde passe by : By and by 
the kynge knewe hym, and called hym to 
hym. Conon stepte to the kynge and pre- 
sented his rote with a gladde chere. And the 
kynge toke it more gladly, and bad one, that 
was nerest to hym, to laye it vp amonge those 
iewels that he best loued: And than conir- 
maunded Conon to dyne with hym. whan 
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dyncr was done he thanked Conon : and whan 
the kyng sawe that he wolde departe home, 
he commaunded to gyue hym a thousande 
crownes of golde*for his radisshe rote, whan 
this was knowen in the kinges house^ one of 
the court gaue the kyng a propre mynion 
horse. The kyng perceiuing, that he dyd it> 
bicause of the liberalite shewed vnto Conon^ 
with very glad chere he toke the gyft, and 
counsailed with his lordes, howe and with 
what gyft he myght recompence the horse, 
that was so goodly and Retire. This meane 
while the picke thank had a meruailous great 
hope, and thought in his mynde thus: If he 
so wel recompensed the radysshe rote, that 
was gyuen of a rusticall man: howe moche 
more largely wyl he recompence suche an 
horse, that is gyuen of me that am of the 
courte : whan euery man had sayde his mynde, 
as though the kynge had counsayled aboute a 
great weyghty matter, and that they hadde 
longe fedde the pycke thanke with vayne 
hope, at last the kyng sayd. I remembre 
nowe, what we shal gyue hym: and so he 
called one of his lordes, and badde hym in 



his eare, go fetche hym that that he founde in 
his chambre (and told hym the place where) 
featly folded vp in sylke. Anone he came 
and brought the radysshe roote, and euen as. 
it was folded vp^ the kyng with his owne 
hande gaue it to the courtier, sayenge: we 
suppose your horse is well recompensed with 
this iewell, for it hath cost vs a thousande 
crownes. The courtier went his way neuer 
so glad, and whan he had vnfolded it, he. 
found none other treasure, but the radysshe 
rote almoste wethered. 

f iSDf un ot%tt picie tkunit^ saB Ht 0ame 

IT Vpon a time a seruant of the fomamed 
kinges, seynge a louce crepe vpon the kyngea 
robe, kneled dowhe, and put vp his hande, as 
though he wolde do somwhat, alid as the 
kynge bowed hym selfe a lyttcll, the inan toke 
the louce, and conueyed her away priuely* 
The kynge asked hym what it was, but he was 
ashamed to shew. So moche the kyng instanted 
hym that at laste he confessed hit was a louce. 
Oh quod the kynge, it is good lucke. For 
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this declareth me to be a man : for that kynde 
of vermyne principally greueth mankynde: 
specially in youth. And so the kynge com- 
manded to gyue him fyfty crownes for his 
labour. 

Nat longe after an other, seynge that the 
kynge gaue so good a rewarde for so smalle a 
pleasure, came and kneled downe, and put vp 
his hande, and made as though he toke and 
conueyed some what priuelye awaye. And 
whan the kynge constrayned him to tell what 
hit was, with moche dissemblyng shamfastnes 
he sayde, hit was a flee. The kynge perceyu- 
inge his dissimulation, sayd to him, what 
woldest thou make me a dogge ? and so for his 
fifty crownes, that he prooled for, the kinge 
commaunded to gyue him fiftye strypes. 

Wherby ye maye note, that there is great 
difference betwene one that doth a thynge of 
good will and mynde, and hym that doth a 
thynge by crafte and dissymulation. whiche 
thinge this noble and moste prudent prince 
well vnderstode. And one ought to be well 
ware howe he hath to do with highe princes 
and their busynes. And if Ecclesiast forbid. 
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that one shall mynde none yll to a kyoge, 
howe shulde any dare speake yll ? 

% SDf ta:i6aU0 tl^e a0tronomer tliat fell in s 

f Laertius wrytetb, that Thales Milesius 
wente oute of his house vpon a time to beholde 
the starres for a certayn cause : and so longe 
he went backeward^ that he fell plumpe in to 
a ditche ouer the eares. wberfore an olde 
woman, that he kepte in his house laughed 
and sayde to him in derision : O Thales, how 
shuldest thou haue knowlege in heuenly 
thinges aboue, and knowest nat what is here 
benethc vnder thy feet ? 

IT As an astronomer that satte vpon a tyme in 
the market place of a certayne towne, and 
toke vpon him to dyuine and to shewe what 
theyr fortunes and chaunses shuld be, that 
came to him: there came a felow and tolde 
him (as it was in dede) that theues had broken 
in to his house, aod had borne away all that 
he hadde. These tidinges greued him so 
sore, that all heuy and sorowefullye he rose vp 
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and wente bis waye: wban thefelowe sawe him 
do so, he sayde : O thou folissh and madde 
man, goest thou aboute to dyuine other mennes 
matters, and arte ignorant in thine owne 1 

This tale (besyde the blynde errour of 
suche foles) toucheth them, that handell theyr 
owne matters lewdly, and wyll entermedle in 
other mens. And Cicero saythe : That wyse 
man, that can nat profytte him selfe, hath but 
lytell wysdome. 

f flDf tl^e \tUttffy man t%ut 0<?iie )i0 pater 
no0tet« nuii. 

IF A RUDE vplandisshe plough man, whiche 
on a tyme reprouynge a good holy father sayd, 
that he coude saye all his prayers with a hole 
mynde and stedfaste intention, without think- 
yng on any other thynge. To whome the 
good holy man sayde : Go to, saye one Pater 
noster to the ende, and thynke on none other 
thinge, and I wyll gyue the myn horse. That 
shall I do, quod the plough man, and so began 
to saye, Pater noster qui es in celts, tyll he 
came to Sanctificetur namen tuum, and than 
his thought moued him to aske this question: 
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yea but shal I haue the sadil and bridel withial? 
And so he lost his bargain. 

T fl)f %im tl^at vteameTi it Unnt solne. xxniiL 

IT There was a man, that sayde in company 
vpon a tyme, faowe he dreamed on a nyghte, 
that the deuyll ledde him in to a felde to 
dygge for golde: whan he had founde the 
golde, the deuyll sayde: Thou canste not 
carye hit a waye nowe, but marke the place, 
that thoii mayste fetche hit an other tyme. 
what marke shall I make, quod the mani 
S**** ouer hit, quod the deuyl, for that shall 
cause euery man to shonne the place, and for 
the hit shall be a speciall knowlege. The man 
was contente and dyd so. So whan he awaked 
cute of his slepe, he parceyued, that he had^ 
foule defyled his bedde. Thus betwehe stynke 
and dyrte vp he rose, and made him redy to 
go forth : and laste of all he put on his bonette, 
wherin also the same nighte the catte hadde 
s***. For great stinke Ivhejof he threwe aWay 
his couer knaue, and was fayne to wasshe his 
busshe. Thus his golden dreame toumedde 
all to dyrte. 
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TibuUus sayth : Dreames in the nyght be- 
gylen: and cause fearefuU myndes to drede 
thynges that neuer shalbe. But yet Claudian 
sayeth: Dreames in sondrye wyse, fygured 
gyueth warnynge of vnluckye thynges. And 
Valerius Maximus wryteth, that as Hamylcar 
besiged the cyte of Syracuse, he dreamed, 
that he harde a voyce saye, that he the nexte 
daye shulde suppe with in the cyte. wherfore 
he was ioyfuU, as thoughe the victorye from 
heuen iiad ben to him promised. And so 
apparayled his hooste to assaute the towne: 
in whiche assaute he chaunced to be taken in 
his lodgynge by them of the cyte, and so 
bounden lyke a prysoner^ they ledde hym in 
to theyr cite. Thus he more disceyued by 
hope, than by his dreme, supped that nyghte 
within the citie as a prisoner, and nat as a 
conquerour, as he presumed in his mynde. 
Alcibiades also hadde a certayne vision in the 
nyghte of his miserable ende. 

This tale sheweth that dreames sometyme 
come to passe by one meane or other. And he 
that desyreth toknowe more of dreames wry tten 
in our englysshe tonge, let hym rede the tale of 



the nounnes preste, that G. Chauser wrote : and 
for the skeles howe dreames and sweuens are 
caused, the begynnynge of the boke of Fame, 
the whiche the sayde Chauser compiled with 
many an other matter full of wysedome. 

f ®f tie ctalt^nge i^on^s^t sentull mttt, tl^at toola 
onettl^rotDe %ifi enm^e^ ft m^U of. %%{%. 

IT A YON6E gentyl man in a cite that was 
besegedy rebuked the other and called them 
cowherdes, bycause they wolde nat issue out 
and fight with their enmyes. So he armed at 
all peces lepte on horsebacke, and galopte out 
at the gates, whan he thus crakynge hadde 
prycked on aboute a myle, he encountred with 
manye, that retoumed home from the skyr- 
mysshe sore wounded, wherfore he beganne 
to ryde a softer pace. But whan he harde 
the hydous noyse, and sawe a myle frome 
hym howe fyerslye they of the citie and theyr 
enmyes assayled eche other, he stode euen 
stylle. Than one that harde his crakynge 
before asked hym, why he rode no nere to 
fyghte with their enmyes. He answered and 
sayde: Trewly I fynde nat my selfe so able 
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and stronge in armes, that my harte wy\ serue 
me to ryde any nere to them. 

Wherby may be noted, that nat onely the 
force of the mynde, but also of the body 
shulde, be wel consydred. * Nor one shnlde 
nat bragge and host to do more than he maye 
well atcheue. There be many, whiche with 
tiieir wordes dee theyr enmyes a great waye 
of, but whan they se theyr enmye, they put on 
a sure breste plate and a gorget of a myle of 
lengthe. Plutarche wryteth, that whan Mem- 
non made warre for Darius agaynste Alexan- 
der: he harde one of his souldyonrs crake 
and speake many yll wordes agaynst Alexan- 
der : wherfore he rapte hym on the pate with 
a iauelynge, sayenge: I hyred the to fyght 
agaynste Alexandre, and not to crake and 
prate. 

Otherwhyle sayth Quintus Curtius the coue- 
tousnes of glory, and insaciable desire of 
fame, causeth, that we thynke nothing oner 
moche or ouer hard. But Salust saith : Before 
a man enterprise any feate, he ought fyrst to 
counsayle: and after to go in hande there 
with nat heedlynge nor slowly. 
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% fl)f Idpi titt fen (f a tte <nv !»talte tit0 

IT There was a busbande man, whiche on a 
tyme as he clymbed a tree to gette downe the 
triiie, felle and brake a rybbe in his syde. 
To Gomforte hym there came a veiry merye 
man, whiche as they talked to gether sayde, 
he wolde teache hym suche a rule, that if he 
wold folowe ity he*shuld neuer falle from tree 
more. Marye, sayde the hurte man, I wolde 
ye hadde taught me that rule before I felle: 
neuer the lesse bycause it may happe to pro- 
fyte me in tyme to come, lette me here what 
it is. Than the other sayd : Take hede, that 
thou go neuer downe faster, than thou wentest 
vp, but discende as softly as thpu clymmest 
vp, and so thou shalt neuer fall. 

By tills tale ye may note, that abidyug and 
slownesse otherwhile are good and commend- 
able, specially in those thynges, wherin spede 
and hastines, cause great hurte and damage. 
Seneca saythe, A sodayne thynge is nought. 
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f flDf tl^e ftitt t^ut ttuignt in )I0 0etiitoti« n%i* 
IF A FRYER that preached to the people on a 
tyme> wolde otherwhyle crie out a loude (as 
the maner of some fooles b) whiche brayenge 
dyd so mooe a woman that stode herynge his 
sermone, that she wepte. He parceyuyng 
that, thought ia his mynde her conscience 
being prycked with his wordes, had caused 
her to wepe. wherfore whan his sermon was 
done, he called the woman to hym, and asked 
what was the cause of her wepynge^ and 
whether his wordes moued her to wepe or nat. 
Forsoth mayster (sayde she) I am a poure 
wydowe : and whan myne husbande dyed, he 
lefte me but one asse, whiche gotte parte of 
my lyuynge, the whiche asse the wolues haue 
slayne: and nowe whan I hard your hyghe 
voyce, I remembred my selye asse, for so he 
was wonte to braye bothe nyghte and daye. 
And this good mayster caused me to wepe. 
Thus the lewde brayer, rather than preacher, 
confuted with his folysshenes, wente his way : 
which thinkynge for his brayenge lyke an 
asse to be reputed for the beste preacher. 



deseraed well to here hym selfe to be com- 
pared to an asse. 

For tmely one to suppose hym selfe wyse 
Is vDto folyssheoes the very iyrste gryce. 

f tne (Ration of t%t ami»<00aiiottt 0ent to Pope 

f Got of the towne of Parusyn were sente 
▼pon a tyme thre ambassadours vnto our hoiye 
lather Pope UrbaD, whom they founde sycke 
in his bed. Before whose hoiynes one of the 
sayde ambassadours had a longe and a tedious 
oration, that he had deuysed by the way : the 
whiche er it was ended, rygbt sore anoyed the 
popes holynesse. whan he hadde all sayde> 
the pope asked: Is there anye thynge elles? 
An other of the thre, perceyuynge howe 
greately the ambagious tale greued the popes 
holynes to here it out, sayde, Moost holy 
£iither this is all the effecte, and if your holynes 
spede vs nat forthewith, my felowe shall telle 
his tale agayne. At whiche sayenge the pope 
laughed, and caused the ambassadours to be 
spedde incontinent. 

By this tale one maye lerne, that super- 

D 
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fluous wordes ougbt dilygently to be auayded, 
specially where a matter is treated before an 
faygh prince. 

% 2)f tte amb<0ie(«li(nt 0eitt to tie ^tinct 

IF Nat moch vnlike the fcM'sayd tale Plutarche 
re<$itetb: that whan the ambassadour of the 
Abderitees bad at laste ended a loage tale to 
the prynoe Agis, he asked what answere he 
shulde make to them that sent him 1 Say vnto 
them (quod the prince) whan thou comest 
home^ that ail the longe tyme that thou didest 
dispende in tellynge thy tale I sate styll and 
harde the paciently. 

IT tSl^e ftntftDcte of Cle0metil0 to t^t temleti0 
Aiiilb«00(ijDout^ %%%iiii. 

IT Plutarche fehersethe also, tiiat what 
tyme an ambassadour, that was sente fr<Mne 
the Samiens, had inade a longe oration vnto 
Gleomenis, toperswade him to make warre to 
Poly crates, he answered the ambassadour on 
this maner of wyse : I remembre ^nat, what 
thou sayddest in the begynnyng of thy tale^^ 
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and therfore I vnderstand nat the myddis, and 
thy conclusion pleaseth me nat. 

Wherby we may perceyue, that the noble 
wyse men loue fewe wordes. And as the 
Rhetoriciens say: Amonge the vices of an 
oratoure, there is none more hurtefull than 
the superfluous heape of wordes. 

T fl)f tit t»f 0e man Piieto, anv W fittaunu vvtH. 
IT A CERTAYN wise man called Piso, to auoyde 
greuous ianglynge> commaunded, that his ser- 
uauntes shulde saye nothinge, but answere to 
that that thei were demaunded, and no more. 
Vpon a daye the sayde Piso made a dyner, 
and sente a seruaunt to desire Clodius the 
Consull to come and dyne with him. Aboute 
the houre of diner al the guestes came saue 
Clodius, for whom they taryed, tyll hit was 
almoste nyght, and euer sente to loke if he 
came. At laste Piso sayde to his seruaunt: 
Diddest thou byd the Consull come to dynerl 
yes truely sayde he. why cometh he nat 
than, quod Pisol Mary, quod the seruaunt, 
he sayde he wolde nat. wherfore toldest me 

d2 
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nat so incontinent^ quod Piso? Bycause, quod 
the seruaunt, ye dyd nat aske me. 

By this tale seruauntes may lerne to kepe 
theyr maisters biddyng: but yet I aduise 
maysters therfoy to take hede, howe they make 
an iniunction. 

f 2)f t)e macc)aitt tt^at mave a tvaget toltl^ %iii 

IF A CERTAYNE marchaunt before his lorde, 
that he was subieete vnto, amonge other 
thynges praysed his i¥yfe, and sayde^ that he 
neuer harde her lette a **♦*♦. wherat the 
lorde meruailed, and sayd it was impossible : 
and so layde and ventred a souper with the 
marehant, that before thre monethes were 
ended, he shulde here her lette a ♦*♦♦* or 
twayne. On the morowe the lorde came to 
the marchaunt and borowed fyfty crownes: 
the whiche he promysed trewely to repay 
agayne within viij. dayes after. The mar- 
chaunt ryght sore agaynst his wylle lent it: 
and thoughtfully abode tyll the daye of pay- 
ment was come: and than he wente to his 
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lorde and requyred his moneye. The lorde, 
makynge as though he had hadde more nede 
than before : desyred the marchaunt to lende 
kym other fyftye crownes: and promysed to 
paye all within a monethe. And all though 
the good man denyed hit longe, yet for feare 
lest he shulde lose the first somme, with 
moche grutchynge he lente hym the other 
fyfty crownes. And so wente home to his 
house ryghte heuye and sorowfuU in his 
myade. Thus thynkynge and dredynge diners 
thynges, he passed many nyghtes awaye with- 
out slepe. And as he laye wakyng, he harde 
his wyfe nowe and than rappe out «♦♦♦♦, At 
the monethes ende the lorde sente for the 
marehant, and asked him^ if he neuer sytiie 
harde his wyfe let a farte. The marchant 
aknoweleginge his folye^ answered thus : For- 
sothe syr if I shulde for euery ***** paye a 
souper, all my goodes and landes wolde nat 
suffice therto. After whiche answere the lorde 
payde the marchant his money, and the mar- 
chant payde the souper. 

Here by ye maye se, that many thinges passe 
by them that slepe, and it is an olde sayenge : 
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He that slepeth, byteth do body. By this tale 
ye may note also, that they» the whiche for- 
tune swetelye enbraceth, take theyr reste and 
slepe soundely : And contrarye wyse, they that 
ene oppressed with aduersite, watche sorowe- 
fullye, whan they shulde slepe. This man, 
which for a very folisshe thing preysed his 
wyfe, afterwarde whan a lyttei care beganne 
to crepe aboute his stomacke, he perceiued 
that faute in her ryght great. The morall 
boke, called Cato, counsayleth vs to watche 
for the more parte : For moche sloihber and 
slepe is the norisshinge of vic^. 

H CDf tl^e fcittt tt^Rt sfttte 0ccotoe0 agsi^it^t t)e 
9e0tifeitce<. %%j^iL 

IT Amonge the limitours in the cyte of Tibur- 
tine, was a certayne friere, which vsed to 
preache about in the villages to men of the 
countrey : and for as moch as they greately 
suspecte that a plague of pestilence shulde 
come amonge them, he promysed eche of them 
a lytell scrowe : which he sayde was of suche 
a vertue, that who so euer bare hit hangynge 
aboute his neeke xv. dayes, shulde nat dye of 



tlie pestilence. The folisshe people trustynge 
here vpon, euerye one after his power gaue 
him money for a scrowe : and with a threde 
of a maydens spynninge, they hanged hit 
aboute their neckes. But he charged tbera,, 
that they shuki nat open it, tyll the xv. daye» 
ende: for if they did, he sayde, hit had no 
▼ertae. So whan the frire hadde gathered 
moche moneye, he wente his waye. Soone 
after (as the desyre of folkes is to knowe 
newes) the sayd scrowes were redde : in which 
was writen in Italian speche: Donna n fili^ 
et eadeti lo/uso, quando ti pieghi, tieni lo culo 
chmso, which is to saye in englysshe : woman 
if thou spynne, and thy spyndell falle awaye, 
whan thou stoupest to reache for him, holde 
thyne **** close. He sayde that this passed 
all the preceptes and medicines of the phi^ 
sitians. 

By whiche tale one maye lerne, that all is 
nat gospell, that suche wanderers about saye, 
nor euerye worde to be beleued: For often 
tymes Geliduajaeet anguis in herba. 
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f ^f t)e ||)i0iti0ii, tW ttitt t0 l0^ite Ibf lien ouec 

ene» ]ei;i;l)iH«. 

IT A CERTATNE phisitian of Italy vsed ouer 
night to write for sondry diseasis diuers billes» 
called resceitZy and to put them in a bag al to 
gether: In the morning whan the vrins (as the 
custome is) were brought to him, and he 
desired to shewe some remedy : he wolde put 
his hande in to the bag, and at al auentures 
take oute a bille : And in takinge oute the bille 
he wolde say to him that came to seke remedye 
in their language : Prega dio te la numdi bona. 
That is to say: Praye God to sende the a 
good one. 

By this tale ye may se, that miserable is 
their state whiche fortune muste helpe and 
nat reason. Suche a phisitian on a tyme sayde 
to Pausanias : Thou aylest nothinge. No sayde 
he, I haue nat had to do with thy phisicke. 
And an other tyme a frende of his sayde: 
Syr ye ought not to blame that phisitian : for 
his phisicke dyd you neuer hurte. Thou say- 
est trouthe, quod he : for if I hadde proued 
his phisicke, I shulde nat nowe haue ben alyue. 
And ageyne to an other that sayde : Syr ye be 
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an olde maa, he answered : yea thou were nat 
my phisitian. Suche maner checkes are to 
lyttell for the leude foles, that wyll practise 
phisicke, before they knowe what longeth to 
theyr name» 

IT Ther was a yonge man on a tyme, which 
wrote a longe lybell of his synnes, whether he 
dyd hit for hypocrisy, folysshenesse, or obly- 
uion I can not say : and whan he shulde con- 
fesse him, he gaue hit to the confessour to 
rede: whiche confessor beinge well lemed 
and experte in that busynes, parceyued hit 
wolde requyre a longe tyme to rede ouer: 
wherfore after a fewe wordes he sayde: I 
assoyle the frome all the synnes conteyned in 
this lybell : yea but what shall my penaunce 
be, quod the yonge man : Nothinge els sayde 
the confessour, but that thou shalte the space 
of a moneth rede this lybell ouer euery daye 
▼ii. tymes. And all thoughe he sayde it was 
impossyble for him to do, yet the confessour 
wolde nat chaunge his sentence. By which 
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mery subtyle answere he confuted the breble 
brable of the folysshe felowe. 

By this tale ye may perceyue, that he that 
occupyeth this office, that is to saye^ a confes- 
sour ought to be discrete, prudent, and well 
lemedde. This confessour knewe well the 
ordinaunce of holye churche : whiche wylleth 
confession to be made with the mouthe, and 
nat by wrytynge. 

IT SDf t)ie %ttmitt of PaOotoe* %L 

IT An hermite of Padow, that was reputed for 
an holy man, vnder the semblaunce of confes- 
sion, entyced many of the notablest wyues of 
the towne vn to folye and lewednes. So at 
last, whan his offence was dyuulgate and 
knowen (for hypocrisy can nat longe be hid) 
he was taken by the prouost, and brought 
before the prince of Padowe, duke Francis 
the yii. of that name, whiche for his disporte 
sent for his secretarye, to wryte the womens 
names, that the hermite had layen by. whan 
the hermyte had rehersed manye of the dukes 
seruauntes wyues, and the secretarye merly 
laughenge had writen them : he semed as he 



bad al said. Be there any mo sayde the dnke? 
No forsothe said the hermite. Tel vs trouth 
qood the secretarie, who be mo, or els thou 
shalte be sharply punisshed. Than the her- 
myte sighingpe said : Go to write in thin owne 
wife amonge the nomber of the other, which 
saienge so sore greued the secretarye, that 
the penne felle out of his hande and the duke 
laughed ryght hartily : and sayde it was well 
done: that he that with so great pleasure 
faarde the fautes of other mennes wyues, 
shnlde come in the same nombre. 

By this ieste we may lerne, that one ought 
nat to reibyce at an others grefe or hurte : For 
lytell woteth a man what hangeth ouer his 
owne heed. 

f fl)f tfii (Si^UttVf 00)e man, tl^at wint tit 

f An vplandysshe man nourysshed in the 
woddes, came 6n a tyme to the citie, whanne 
all the stretes were full of people, and the 
common voyce amonge them was : The kynge 
cometh. This rurall manne moued with no- 
ueltie of that voyce, had great desyre to se, 
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what that multitude houed to beholde. So- 
daynly the kynge, with many nobuls and states 
before hym, came rydynge royally. Than the 
people all aboute stedfestly behelde the kynge 
and cryed aloude : God saue the kynge : God 
saue the kynge. This villayne herynge them 
crye so, sayde, O where is the kynge, where is 
the kynge? Than one shewynge hym the 
kynge sayde : yonder is he, that rydeth vpon 
the goodly whyte horse. Is that the kyng, 
quod the villayne? what thou mockest me 
quod he, me thinke that is a man in a peynted 
garment. 

By this tale ye maye perceyue (as Lycurgus 
proued by experience) that nourysshynge, 
good bryngynge vp, and exercyse ben more 
apte to leade folke to humanite, and the 
doynge of honest thynges than Nature her 
selfe. They for the mooste part are noble, 
free, and vertuous, whiche in their youthe 
bene well nourysshed vp, and vertuously en- 
doctryned. 
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IT SDf tlie courtier tlftat Ibav t)e Ibof )oIiie )t]K 
l^o^0e« i;Ui» 

IT A COURTIER oa a tyme that alyghted of 

his horse at an Inde gate sayde to a boye that 

3tode therby : Ho syr boye, holde my horse* 

The boye as he had bea aferde answered: O 

maister this a fierce horse, is one able to holde 

hyml yes quod the courtier one may holde 

bym well inough : well quod the boye, if one 

be able inough, than I pray you holde hym 

your owne selfe. 

IT l3Df tie oecei^tfttU ^cttaener. %liii. 

IF A CERTAYNB scriuener, whiche hadde but 
a bare lyuynge by his crafte, imagyned, howe 
he myght gette money : So he came to a yonge 
man, and asked hym if he were payde x. li« 
whiche a certayne man, that was deade, bo- 
rowed and oughte to paye his father in tyme 
paste. The yonge manne sayde there was no 
suche duetye owynge in his Others name, that 
he knewe of It is of trouthe, quod the 
scriuener : for here is the oblygacyon therof, 
whiche I made my selfe. He prouoked the 
yonge manne so moche, that he gaue hym 
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money for the oblygation, and before the 
mayre he required the duetie. His sonne that 
was named to be dettour, sayde playnely, that 
his fether neuer borowed money: for if he 
had, it wolde appere by his bokes, after the 
marchantes maner. And forth with he went 
to the scriuener and sayde to hym, that he 
was a false man to write a thing that neuer 
was done. Sonne sayde the scriuener, thott 
wotteste nat what was done that tyme : whan 
thy fother borowed that somme of money thou 
were nat borne: but he payde it agayne 
within thre monthes after, I made the quit- 
tance therof my selfe: wherby thy fether is 
discharged. So the yonge man was feine to 
gyue him money for the quittaunce. And 
whan he had shewed the quittaunce, he was 
discharged of that greuance. Thus by his 
faire fraude he scraped money from them 
bothe. 

By this tale ye may se, that the children in 
this our tyme be very prudent to get money. 
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f 0f lifitt t^at 0«iiie %e l^eletteB )i0 tof ft 3&ettet 
t)ian otlftet, t)at At l0a0 c)a0te» ]cIiUI. 

II A CERTATNE man, whose \?yfe (as the 
voyce weate) was nat yery chaste of her 
bodye: was warned of his frendes to loke 
better to the matter. The man wente home 
and sharpely rebuked his wyfe : and tolde her 
betwene them bothe, what his frendes had 
sayde. She knowynge that periurye was no 
greatter offence than aduoutry, with wepynge 
and 3werynge defended her honestie: aiid 
bare her husbande on hande, that they feyned 
those tales for enuye that they hadde to se 
them lyue so quietly, with those wordes her 
husbande was content and pleased. So yet 
an other tyme agayne^ his frendes warned hym 
of his wyfe, and badde hym rebuke and chas- 
tice her. To whome he sfiyd: I pray you 
trouble me no more with ^ucbe wordes. Telle 
me, whether knoweth better my wiues fkutes, 
you or shel They sayde: She. And she 
(quod he) whom I beleue better than ypu all> 
sayth playnly, that ye lye. This was well and 
wysely done : For one ought nat to gyue light 
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credence to those thinges, wherin resteth per- 
petuall grefe of mynde. 

IT ®f );m t)at painie W vettt Initio ttitn%t 

IT There was a man on a tyme, which toke 
as moche ware of a marchaunt, as drewe to 
fyftie. li. and riottously pkyde and spente the 
same awaye within shorte space. So whanne 
the day of payemente came, he hadde nother 
moneye nor ware to paye: wherfore h<e was 
arrested, and muste come before the Justyce. 
whan he sawe there was none other remedye, 
but that he shulde be constrayned eyther to 
pay the dette, or els to go to prison : wherfore 
he went to a subtyle man of lawe, and shewed 
to hym his matter, and desyred hym of his 
counsayle and helpe. what wylt thou gyue 
me (quod the man of lawe) if I rydde the of 
this dette? By my iBaythe sayde the dettour v. 
marke : and lo here it is redy, as sone as I am 
quitte, ye shall haue hit. Good inough quod 
the man of lawe, but thou muste be ruled by 
my counsaile, and thus do. whan thou comest 
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before the Justice, what som euer be sayd 
vDto the, loke that thou answere to nothing, 
bat cry bea styl : and lette me alone with the 
reste. Content quod he. 

So whan they were com before the Justice, 
he said to the dettour: doste thou owe this 
marchant this somme of money or no? Bea 
quod he. what beste (quod the Justice) 
answere to thy plaint, orels thou wilte be 
condemned. Bea, quod he agayne. Than his 
man^ of lawe stode forth; and sayd. Sir this 
man is but an ideot, who wolde beleue that 
this marchaunt, whiche is both wyse and sub- 
tyle, wolde truste this ideot, that can speke 
neiier a redy worde of xl. peny worth of ware : 
and so with suche reasons he perswaded the 
Justyce to caste the marchaunt in his owne 
action. So whan the sentence was gyuen, the 
man of lawe drewe the dettour asyde and 
said : Lo, howe sayst thou nowe? Haue not I 
done well for the ? Thou arte clere quitte of 
the dette thai was demanded of the, wherfore 
giue me my money, and God be with the. 
Bea, quod he. what quod the laweer, thou 

E 
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nedest not to crie bea no longer, thy matter is 
dispatched, all is at a poynt, there resteth 
nothynge, but to gyue me my wages, that thou 
promysyddest. Bea quod he agayne. I saye 
quod the man of lawe, crie bea no longer 
nowe, but gyue me my money. Bea quod he. 
Thus the man of lawe neyther for foyre nor 
foale coulde gette any other thinge of his 
client but Bea. wherfore all angerly he de- 
parted and went his waye. 

By this tale ye may perceyue, that they 
whiche be the inuenters and diuisers of fraude 
and disceit, ben often tymes therby deceyued 
them selfe. And he that hath hyd a snare to 
attrap an other with, hath hym selfe ben 
taken therin. 

IT A WOMAN whiche gyltlesse on a tyme was 
condempned by kynge Philij^ of Macedone, 
whan he was not sobre. wherfore she sayde 
I appele. whether quod the kynge : To kynge 
Philippe quod she: but that is whan he is 
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more sobre and better adoysed. whiche say- 
enge caused the kynge to loke better on the 
matter, and to do her ryght. 

This wryteth Val. M aximus. But Plutarche 
sayth: It was a man, and kynge Philip was 
halfe a slepe, whan he gaue sentence. 

IT ^f tl^e olve tooman, tl^at pitit^z fo^ tl^e toelfate 

IT What tyme Denyse the tyranne raygned, 
for his cruelte and intollerable dealynge he 
was hated of all che cite of Syracuse, and 
euery body wysshed his dethe, saue one olde 
woman, the whiche euery morning praid God 
to saue him in good life and helth. whan he 
vnderstode that that she so dyd, he meruailed 
greatly at her vndeserued beniuolence. wher- 
fore he sente^ for her, and asked, why and 
howe he had deserued, that she prayde for 
hyml She answered and sayd: I do it nat 
with out a cause. For whan I was a mayde, 
we had a tyran raignynge ouer vs : whose 
death I greatly desyred, whan he was slayne, 
Uiere succided an other yet more cruell than 

£ 2 
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he : Out of whose goueraance to be also deli- 
uered I thought it a hygh be^ifyte. The 
thyrde is thy selfe, that haste begon to raygne 
ouer Ts more importunately than either of the 
other two. Thus fearynge leest whan thou 
arte gone, a worse shuld succede and reigne 
ouer vs, I praye God dayly to preserue the in 
helthe. 

IT A PHisiTiAN called Eumonus told a sicke 
man, that laye in great payne, that he coulde 
nat scape, but he muste nedes dye of that 
disese. This sicke man within a whyle after, 
nat by the phisitians helpe, but by the wille of 
God, guerysshed and was holle of his disease : 
howe be hit he was verye lowe and bare 
broughte. And as he walked forth on a daye 
he mette the same phisytian: whiche doubt- 
ynge whether hit were the same sycke man or 
nat, sayd: Arte nat thou Gains 1 yes trnelye 
quod he» Arte thou alyue or deed sayde the 
phisitiani I am deed quod he. what doste 
thou here than, said the phisitiani Bycause 



quod he, that I haue experience of many 
thinges, God hath commanded me that I 
shulde come and take vp all the phisitians 
that I can get to him. whiche sayenge made 
Eumonus as pale as asshes for fere. Than 
Gains sayd to him : Drede thou nat Eumonus, 
thoughe I sayd all phisiti$uis: For there is 
no man that hath wytte, that wylle take the 
for one. 

f l3Df ^0arate0 ano W ^colvinse to^fe. tUj:^ 

If Laertius wryteth, that the wyse man 
Socrates had a coursed scoldinge wyfe, called 
Xantippe, the whiche on a day after she 
badde all to chydde him powred a pysse potte 
on his heed. He takynge all paciently sayde : 
Dyd nat I tell you, that whan I herde Xan- 
tippe thonder so fast, that it wold rayne 
anoue after, 

Wherby ye maye se, that the wyser a man 
is, the more pacience he taketh. The wyse 
poet yii^il sayth: All fortune by suffrance 
must be ouercome« 
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f fl)f tit p)ii0{dan tfat Ibare )i0 ^acieitte on Iftoniie, 
Ifte Iftao eatett an a00e» L 

IT A PHisiTiAN, which had but smalle lern- 
ing, vsed whan he came to viset his pacientes 
to touche the pulce, and if any appayred, be 
wolde lay the blame on the paciente and beare 
him on hande, thaj; he did eate fygges, apples, 
or some other thinge that he forbade: and 
bicause the pacientes other whyle confessed 
the same: they thought he had ben a very 
connynge man. His seruante hadde great 
maruayle, howe he parceyued that: and de- 
syred his mayster to telle hym, whether he 
knewe hit by touching of the pulce, orels by 
some other hygher knowlege. Than sayde 
his mayster, for the good seruice that thou 
haste done me, I wyll open to the this secrete 
point, whan I come in to the pacientes cham- 
ber, I lokeal a bout: and if I spye in the 
flore shales, parynge of chese, of aples, or of 
peares, or any other scrappes : anone I con- 
iecte, that the paciente both eaten therof. 
And so to thende I wold be blameles, I lay 
the faute on theyr mysdiettynge. 
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Nat longe after the same seruaunte toke 
on hym to practise physike: whiche in lyke 
maner blamed his paeientes : and sayde, that 
they kepte nat the diete, that he gaue them : 
and he bare them on hande that they yete 
some what, wherof he sawe the serappes in 
the flore. On a tyme he cam to a poure man 
of the countre, and promysed to make him 
hole» if he wolde be gouerned after him : and 
so gaue him to drinke 1 wote nat what, and 
went his waye tyll an the morowe. whan he 
came agayne, he founde the man sicker than 
euer he was. Tlie rude fole, nat knowiuge 
the cause, behelde here an there aboute: 
and whan he coude se no skrappes, nor par- 
yngeSy he was sore troubled in his myhde. So 
at the last he espied a saddel vnder the bed. 
Than said he all a loude, that he hadde at 
length parceyued, howe the sicke man en- 
payred : He hath so excessiuely passed diete 
(qudd he) that I wonder he is nat deed. How 
so quod they? Marye quod he, ye haue made 
him to eate an hoUe asse: Lo, where the 
saddell lyethe yet vnder the bedde. For he 
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thoughte the saddell had be lefte of the asse, 
as bones are of fleshe. For which folysshnes 
he was well laughed to skome and mocked. 

Thus as a good faythfuU phisitian is worthy 
of greate honour : for truely of hymdepend-' 
ethe the greattest parte of mans Jielthe: so 
lyke wyse a folysshe and an vnlemed, that 
thynkethe to cure with wordes, that he ought 
to do with herbes, is nat onely worthy to be 
deryded and mocked, but also punysshed; 
for nothinge is more perillous; 

f ^f tit inlbolDetfi l»||fe ann %n it Uutta. U. 

IT Nebe vnto Florence dwelled an inholder, 
whos wyfe was nat very dangerous of her 
tayle. Vpon a nyghte as she was a bed with 
one of her loners, there came a nother to haue 
lyen with her. whan she herde him come vp 
the ladder, she met him, and bade hym go 
thence, for she hadde no tyme than to fulfylle 
his pleasure. But for all her wordes he wolde 
nat go a waye, but stylle preaced to come io. 
So longe they stode chydinge, that the good 
nan came vpon them, and asked them why 



they brauled so. The woman nat unprouyded 
of a disceytefuU answere sayde : Syr this man 
wolde come in per force, to slee or mysehiefe 
ftB other, Aat is fled in to our hoase for suc- 
coure : and hitherto I haue kepte him backe, 
whan he, diat was within, herde her saye so, 
he beganne to plucke vp his harte and say, he 
wold be a wreked on him withoute. And he 
that was withoute made a face, as he wolde 
kylle him that was within. The folysshe man 
her husbande, enquered the cause of tbeyr 
debate, and toke vpon him to sette them at 
one. And so the good sely man spake and 
made the pese betwene them both, yea and 
farther he gaue them a gallon of wyne: 
addynge to his wiues adudutry the losse of 
his wine, 

f ^f %tm tW ^ftealen ftanticke men. lit. 

IT Thbre dwelled a man in Italy, whiche 
vsed to heale men, that were franticke, on this 
maner. He had within his house a gutter, or 
a ditche full of water : wherin he wold put 
them, some to the middell legge, some to the 
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knee, aad some dypper, as they were madde. 
So one that was well amended, and wente 
aboute the house to do one thinge and other 
for his meate, as he stode on a tyme at the 
gate, lokinge in to the strete, he sawe a gentyll 
man ryde by with a great sorte of haukes and 
houndes : the which he called to him and said : 
you gentyll man whither go ye 1 On huntynge, 
quod the gentyll man. what do you with all 
those kytes and dogges, quod he? They be 
haukes and houndes, quod the gentyll knan. 
wherfore kepe y6u them, quod the other 1 For 
my pleasure, quod the gentyl man. what 
costeth it you a yere to kepe them, quod the 
other? xl. duckettes, quod the gentyll man. 
And what do they profytte you, quod hel 
Foure duckettes quod the gentyll man. Gette 
the lyghtlye hense, quod the madde man : for 
if my mayster come and fynde the here : he 
wyll put the in to the gutter vp to the throte. 

This tale toucheth suche yonge gentyll 
menne, that dispende ouer moche good on 
haukes, houndes, and other trifils. 



IT ^f %t«t titt fiuttit )e l»ft0 not ioottl)^ to open 
tl()e f^ttt to tlfte l^i^n^e* Illu 

IT As a kynge of Englande hunted on a tyme 

in the coontie of Kent, he hapte to come 

rydynge to a great gate : wherby stode a hus- 

bande man of the countrey, to whom the 

kynge sayd: Good f(^lowe putte open the 

gate. The man perceyuynge it was the kynge, 

sayde: No and please your grace, I am nat 

worthy : but I wyll go fetche mayster Couper, 

that dwelleth nat past ij. myles hense, and he 

shal open to you the gate. 

f dDf ma^iStet (Sftuaifottt anii tH^uti^in f^in 
man. liiiL 

IT Mayster Vauasour sometyme a iudge of 
Englande hadde a seruaunt with hym called 
Turpin : whiche had done hym seruyce many 
yeres, wherfore he came vnto his mayster on a 
tyme, and sayde to hym on this wyse : Syr I 
faaue done you seruice longe, wherfore I pray 
you gyue me somwhat to helpe me in myn old 
age. Turpin, quod he, thou sayst trouthe, 
and hereon I haue thought many a tyme: I 
wyll tell the, what thou shalt do. Nowe 
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shortly I mast ride yp to LoodoD, and if thou 
wilt beare my costis thether : 1 wyll sarely 
gyue the suche a thing, that shall be worth to 
the an hundred pfounde. I am contente, quod 
Turpiu. So all the waye as he rode Turpin 
payd his costis, tyll they came to theyr last 
lodginge: and there after souper he cam to 
his mayster and sayde : Sir I haue bom your 
costes hitherto, as ye badde me : nowe I pray 
you let me se, what thynge hit is, that shulde 
be worthe an hundred pounde to me. Dyd I 
promise the suche a thinge, quod his maistierl 
ye forsoth, quod Turpin. Shewe me thy wryt- 
inge, quod maister Vauasour. I haue none, 
sayde Turpin. Than thou arte lyke to haue 
no thinge sayde his maister. And leme this 
at me : whan so euer thou makest a bargayne! 
with a man, loke that thou take sure wiytypge, 
and be well ware howe thou makest a wryt-; 
ynge to any man. This poynte hath vayled 
me an hundred pounde in my dayes: and so' 
hit may the. whan Turpin sawe there was 
none other remedy, he-helde him selfe con- 
tente. On the morowe Turpin taryed a lytelle 
behynde his mayster to reken with the hostes,. 
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where tbey laye : and of her he borowed so 
moche money on his maysters skarlet cloke, 
as drewe to all the costes that they spente by 
the waye. Mayster VauasoHr had nat ryden 
past ii. myle but that it began to rayne : wher- 
fore he calledde for his cloke : his other ser- 
uauntes saide, Turpin was behinde and had hit 
with him. So they houedde vnder a tre tylle 
Turpin ouer toke them, whan he was come 
mayster Vauasour all angerly sayde: Thou 
knaue, why comest thou nat aweye with my 
cloke. Syr and please you, quod Turpin, I 
haue layde hit to gage for your costes al the 
waye. why knaue, quod his mayster, diddiste 
thou nat promyse to beare my charges to 
London. Dyd I quod Turpin? ye, quod his 
mayster thiit thou diddest. Let se, shew me 
your wrytinge therof quod Turpin. wherto 
his mayster I thinke answered but lytell. 

t 9f "ifm tlftat jSonfflftt W i»?fe n^at^nt tf^t 

fitttVXt* It). 

If A MAN the whose wyfe, as she came ouer a 
bridg fell in to the ryuer and was drowned : 
wherfore he wente and sought for her vpward 



62 Vale0 attn 

against the stream, wherat his Deighboures, 
that wente with hyra, maruayled, and sayde 
he dyd nought, he shidde go seke her downe- 
warde with the streame. Naye quod he» I am 
sure I shall neuer fynde her that waye: For 
she was so waywarde and so contrary to euery 
thynge, while she lyuedde, that I knowe very 
well nowe she is deed, she wyll go a gaynste 
the streame. 

f fl)f Iftint t)8t at 8 fyfimi^$it nefettnen )fm 1»it% 

IT A LUSTY E yonge gentyli man of France 
that on a tyme was at a skyrmysshe, and 
defended him selfe valyantly with his feet, 
came in to the courte, in to a chambre amonge 
ladies, with a goodly ringe ypon his fynger: 
to whom a fayrc lady sayde : Syr, why weare 
ye that rynge vpon your fynger? wherfbre 
aske you madame, quod he f Bycause (sayde 
she) your feet dyd you better seruice than 
your handes at the last skyrmysshe that ye 
were at. 

By this tale yonge men may leme to beare 
them well and valyantly for drede of reproche. 
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Better it is with worshyp to dye than with 
shame to lyue: albe hit that Demosthenes 
sayde: He that fleethe cometh agayne to 
hatayle. 

t fl>f iim tint tDoIne f^ut t ifange fo iiti 

f Thbbb came a felowe on a tyme in to a 

tauerne, and called for meate. So whan he 

had well dyned : the tanemer came to reken 

and to haue his money : to whom the felowe 

sayde, he had no money, but I wyll, quod he, 

contente you with songes. Naye quod the 

tauemer, I nede no songes, 1 must haue money. 

whye, quod the felowe, if I synge a songe to 

your pleasure, will ye nat than be contente 1 

yes quod the tauemer. So he began and 

songe thre or foure balades, and asked if he 

were pleased 1 No sayde the tauemer. Than 

he opened his pourse, and beganne to synge 
thus: 

Whan yoQ haae dyned make no delaye 
Bat paye your oste, and go yoor waye. 

Dothe this songe please you, quod he? yes 
mar^e sayd the tauerner this pleaseth me well. 
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Than, as couenant was (quod the feiowe) ye 
be paide for your vitaile. And so he departed 
and wente his waye. 

This tale sheweth, that a man may be to 
hastye in makynge of a bargayne and coue- 
nantynge: and therfore a man ought to take 
good hede, what be sayth : for one worde may 
bynde a man to great inconuenience, if the 
matter be weighty. 

T i3Df t%t fbole t^u tl^ongiit l^i^m itelfe Beet. ItHtf* 

IT There was a feiowe d welly nge at Florence, 
called Nigniaca, whiche was nat verye wyse, 
nor all a foole, but merye and iocunde. A 
sorte of yonge men for to laughe and pastynie, 
appoynted to gether, to make hym beleue that 
he was sycke. So whan they were agreed, 
hofwe they wolde do, one of them raette hym 
in the momyuge, as he came out of his house,- 
and bad him good morowe, and than asked 
him if he were nat yl at easel No quod the 
fople, I ayle nothynge I thanke God. By my 
faith ye haue a sickely pale colour, quod the 
other, and wente his waye. 
Anone after an other of them mette hym. 



and asked faym if he had nat an ague, for your 
face and colour (quod he) sheweth that ye be 
very sycke. Than the foole beganne a lyttel 
to doubt, whether he were sycke or no, for 
he halfe beleued, that they sayd trouth. whan 
be had gone a lytel &rther, the thyrde man 
mette hyiii, and sayde : Jesu manne, what do 
you out of your bedl ye loke as ye.wolde nat 
lyue an houre to an ende. Nowe he doubted 
greatly, and thought veriiy in his mynde, that 
he had hadde some sharpe ague : wherfore he 
stode styll and wolde go no further. And as 
he stode the fourth man came, and sayde: 
Jesu man, what dost thou here, and arte so 
sycke? Gette the home to thy bedde: for I 
parceyue thou canste nat lyue an houre to an 
ende. Than the foles harte beganne to feynte, 
and prayde this laste man that came to hym, 
to helpe hym home : yes quod he, I wyll do as 
moche for the, as for myn owne brother. So 
home he brought hym, and layde hym in his 
bed: and than he fared with hym selfe, as 
thoughe he wolde gyue vp the gooste. Forth 
with came the other felowes, and saide he 
hadde well done to lay hym in his bedde. 

F 



GQ Za€fi mm 

A none fifter came one, whiche toke on faym to 
be a phisitian: whiche touchynge the pulse, 
sayde the malady was so vehement, that he 
coulde nat lyue an hotire. So they standynge 
aboute the bedde, sayde one to an other: 
Nowe he gothe his waye : for his speche and 
syght fkyle him : by and by he wyll yelde vp 
the goste. Therfore lette ys close his eyes, 
and laye his handes a crosse, and cary hym 
forth to be buryed. And than they sayde 
lamentynge one to an other : O what a losse 
haue we of this good felowe oar firendel 

The foole laye stylle, as one were deade : 
yea and thought in his mynde, that he was 
deade in dede. So they layde hym on a here, 
and caryed hym through the cite. And whan 
any body asked them what they caryed, they 
sayd the corps of Nigniaca to his graue. And 
euer as they went people drew about them. 
Among the prece ther was a tauerners boy, 
the whiche whan he herdethat it was the cors 
of Nigniaca, he said to them : O what a vile 
bestly knaue, and what a stronge thefe is deed, 
by the masse he was well worthy to haue ben 
hanged longe ago. whan the fole harde those 
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ivordes, he put out his heed and sayd : I wys 
horeson, if I were alyiie nowe, as I am deed, I 
v^olde proue the a ^se Iyer to thy face. They 
that caryed hym hegan to laugh so hartilye, 
that they sette downe the here, and wente 
theyr waye. 

By this taie ye maye se, what the perswasion 
of many doth. Certaynly he is very wyse, 
that is nat. inclined to foly, if he be stered 
therevnto by a multitude, yet sapience is 
founde in fewe persones : and they be lyghtly 
olde sobre men. 

f S)f tit tHnt mtn ann W t^onnt tl^at !»;ott{cI)t W 
afiine to tit toione to lit^t, li%. 

f An olde man on a tyme, and a lyttell boye 
his Sonne drone a litel asse before them, 
whiche he purposed to sylle at the markette 
towne, that they went to. And bicause he so 
dyd, the folkes that wrought by the way syde, 
blamed hym. wherfore he set vp Jiis sonne^ 
and went hym selfe on fote. Other that sawe 
that, called hym foole, by cause he lette the 
yonge boye ryde, and he beynge so aged to 
goo a foote. Than he toke downe the boye, 

F 2 
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and lepte vp and rode hym selfe. whanne^ be 
hadde rydden a lyttell waye, he harde other 
that blamed hym, byeause he made the lyttell 
yonge boye ronne after as a seruaunte, and he 
his father to ryde. Than he sette vppe the 
boye behynde hym, and so rode forthe. 

Anone he mette with other, that asked hym 
if the asse were his owne : By whiche wordes 
he coniectedy that he did nat wel so to ouer- 
charge the lyttell sely asse, that vnethe was 
able to beare one. Thus he troubled with 
their dyuers and manyfolde opinions : whiche 
neither with his asse vacant, nor he alone, nor 
his Sonne alone, nor bothe to gether rydyng at 
ones on the asse, coulde passe forth with out 
detraction and blame : wherfore at last he 
bounde the asse feet to gether, and put through 
a staffe, and so he and his sonne began to beare 
the asse betwene them on their shulders to the 
towne. The nouelte of whiche syght caused 
euery body to laughe and blame the folysshe- 
nes of them both. The sely olde man was so 
sore agreued, that as he sat and rested hym 
on a ryuers syde, he threwe his asse in to the 
water. And so whan he had drowned his asse. 
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he tounied home agayne. Thus the good man 
desyrynge to please euerye bodye, contentynge 
none at all, loste his asse. 

By this tale appereth playnelye, that they 
whiche commyt them selfe to the opinion of 
the conunon people, ben oppressed with great 
myserye and seruage : For how is it possible 
to please all, whan euerye man hath a dyuers 
opinion, and dyuerslye iudgethi And that was 
well knowen to the poet, whan he sayde, 
Scinditur incertum studia in eontraria vuigus. 

And as Cicero, Persius, and Flaccus say: 
As many men so many myndes: as many 
heedes so many wyttes. That, that pleaseth 
one, displeaseth an other: Fewe alowe that 
that they loue nat: and that that a man alow- 
etfa, he thynketh good. Therfore the beste is, 
that euery man lyue well, as a good Christen 
man shulde, and care nat for the vayne wordes, 
and ianglynge of the people. For bablynge 
(as Plutarchus sayth) is a greuous disease, and 
harde to be remedied* For that that shulde 
heale it (which is wordes of wisdpme) cureth 
them that harkneth there vnto : but pratlers 
wille here none but them selfe. 
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f ODf iim tl^st novifs^t lt)i0 800e antf tone on l&i0 

iiaclte. 1%. t 

IT There was in the coun trey of Florence an 

husbande man, that vsed to carye corne to the 

market vpon many lytell asses. On a time as 

he came home warde, bycause he was some- 

what werye. to ease him selfe, he rode on one 

the strongest of them. And as he rode dryu- 

inge his asses before him, he counted them, 

and forgot the asse that he rode on : wherfore 

he thought still that he lacked one. Thus 

sore troubled in his mynde, he bad his wyfe 

set vp his asses, and hastily rode agayne backe 

to the towne vii. myles of, to seke the asse, 

that he rode on. He asked of euery body 

that he met, if they sawe an asse straye alone. 

whan he herde euei^ bodye saye they sawe 

none suche, makynge great sorowe he re- 

tourned home agayne. At laste whan he was 

alyghted his wyfe parceyued and shewedde 

hym playnlye, that the asse, that he rode on, 

was the same that he soughte and made suche 

sorowe fore. 

This ieste may be well applied vnto suche 

as note the defautes, that they lyghtly spy in 
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other, and take none hede, nor can nat se 
what ils they haue or bene spotted with them 
selfe. 

f fS^t 8n0tBere of Nubian to )ltuiu0. \j:i. 

IT Whan Anniball the capitayne of Cartage 
had conquered Tarent (a towne perteinyng to 
the Romayns) all sane the castell, and had 
lefte a gamison to kepe it, whan the worthy 
Romayne Fabius bad knowelege therof, he 
pryuely conducted an armye thether, and got 
the towne agayne, and pylled it. Than M. 
Liuius that kepte the castell with a garnison, 
sayde bostynge him selfe, that Fabius had 
gotte the towne through him and his helpe. 
you saye trouth, quod Fabius, for if you had 
nat loste the towne, I -shulde nener haue 
gotte hit. 

f tS^e 8n0i»ete of Polti0, tit "ki^n^t of ^^jsce, to 

IF Plutarche lyke wyse reherseth, that du- 
rynge the warre of Troy, the grekes and also 
the troians sente ambassadours to a kynge 
of Thrace calledde Poltis, whiche kynge 
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answered Ih ambassadours and bade, that 
Alexandre shulde delyuer agayne Helayne 
(for she was the cause of the warre) and he 
wolde gyue him ii. fay re wyues for her. 

f fS^t in^fit 8ti0toete of H^ani^sl to ii^nge Slntio* 
cJ^uHy concetninge Mn ti^t^t atmi^e^ I]:HL 

IT Whan kynge Antiochus had prepared to 
make warre to the Romayos, he caused his 
armye to mustre before Anniball. So they 
shewed and mustred both. horse men and fote 
men : of whose ryche and sumptuous armour 
and apparaile, al the felde glistred and shone. 
How saye you quod the kynge to Hanibal, is 
nat this armye sufficient ynough for the 
Romayns 1 yes quod Haniball, and though 
they were the moste cou^tous of all the worlde. 
The king mente one thing, and he answerd an 
other. 

H tSTlbe bio^De^ of ]PopiIttt0 t%t IGtomai^n emlbs00a]iottt 
to antioct)tt0 tl^e Ikiitge* l%iiiL 

IT One C. Popilius was sente vpn a tyme by 
the Senatours of Rome, with letters to Antio^ 
chus the kynge of Syrye, wherin the kyng was 



commaunded to calle his armye backe agayne 
oute of Aegipte : and that he shulde suffer the 
chyldren of Ptolome and theyr realme in 
peace. As th embassadour came by the kinges 
tentes and pauylyons, Antiochus a good waye 
of saluted him, but he did nat salute the kynge 
agayne, but delyuered to him his letters, 
whan the kynge hadde redde the letters, he 
sa'yde, that he muste take counsayle, before 
he made him an answere. Popilius with a rod 
that he had in his hande made a compace 
aboute the kinge, and sayde : Euen here stand- 
inge take counsayle, and make me an answere. 
Euery man hadde meruayle at the grauite, and 
stout stomacke of the man. And whan Antyo* 
chus was contente to do as the Romayns wolde 
haue hym: Than Popilius both saluted and 
embraced him. 

f fl)f iim t%u lonev t%t mtxc%untfi i»fU. Ijcti. 

IT Ther was a yonge lusty gentyll man vpon 
a tyme that was ryght amorous, and loued a 
certayne marchauntes wyfe oute of all mea- 
sure: in so moch that he folowed her to the 
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churche and other places, "but he durste neuer 
speake. At the laste he with two or thre of 
his felpwes folowed her to a fryers : where he 
hadde tyme and place conueniente to speake 
thre or four wordes to her, that he before 
had deuysed* So one of his felowes. sayde, 
go nowe speake to her. But he stode styll all 
astonied. They egged and prouoked him so 
moche, that at last he wente vnto her, add 
cleoe Ibrgettynge those wordes, that he had 
thoughte to haue spoken he said to her on this 
wise : Maistres I am your owne lytel seruante. 
wherat she smyled and sayd : Syr I nede nat 
your seruyce: for I haue seruantes inow at 
home, that can brusshe, sponge, wasshe, and 
do all my other busines. The whiche answere, 
and folysshe basshemente of the gentyl man, 
caused his felowes to laugh hartelye. This 
maner of folye was well knowen to tlie poet, 
whan he sayde : 

IncipH affari, medtaque in voce resistif. 

Folysshe loue maketh folkes astonied 
And eke to raue without remembrance 
Whan they shulde speake, they bene abasshed 
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And of tfaeyr wordes can make none vtterancc 
Nor be so hardye tbem selfe to auaoce 
What tyrae they se of her the swete face 
Of whom the lone theyr hartes doth enbrace 

1 9)f tfit toomsn t^at couetn itt ittn anti ^l^etoen 

f As a woman that for a certayne impedi- 
mente bad sbaued ber heed sat in her house 
bare heed, one of ber neighbours ciallejd her 
forth hastely into the strete, and for haste she 
forgotte to putte on her kercbefe. when her 
neighbour sawe her so she blamed her for 
cominge abrode bare heed: wherfore she 
whypte yp her clothes ouer her heed, and so 
to couer her bed she shewed her ***. They 
that stode by, beganne to laugh at her fol- 
ysshoieSy whiche to hyde a lyteU faute shewed 
a greatter. 

This tale touchethe them, that wolde couer 
a smalle offence with a greatter wyckedne^se, 
and as the prouerbe saythe: Stomble at a 
strawe, and leape ouer a blocke. 
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IF Whan great Alexander wolde entre in to 
Perse lande with his armye, he counsayled 
with Apollo of his good spede: and by lotte 
he was warned, that he shulde commaunde to 
slee the fyrst that he inette, whan he issued 
out at a gate. Perchaunce the fyrste that he 
mette, was a man dryuynge an asse before 
hym. Ineontinent the kyng commaunded to 
take and put hym to dethe. whan the poore 
man sawe that they wolde slee him^ he said : 
what haue I done : Shall 1 that am an innocent 
be putte to deathe ? Alexander to excuse his 
dede, sayde : He was warned by diuine moni- 
tion to commaunde to slee the fyrste, that he 
mette comynge out at that gate. If it be so 
inyglity kyng (quod the man) thaa the lotte 
dyuine hath ordeyned an other to suffre this 
deth and not me : For the lytel asse, that I 
droue before me, mette you fyrste. 

Whiche subtyle . .sayenge greatly pleased 
Alexander: for elles he had done amysse: 
and so he caused the beaste to be slayne. 
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By this tale one may note, that it is better 
sometyme to be laste than fyrste. 

f Ipotoe t^t cite of ^umHc imufi 0aaeD firom 
. . ve^ttttctton* lj:liiiL 

If As great Alexander on a tyme was fully 
purposed to baue utterly distroyed a great 
cite, called Lamsac, he sawe his mayster 
Anaximenes come towarde him without the 
walles: and bicause the kynge perceyued 
manifestlye, that he came to entreate hym for 
the cite, he sware a great othe, that he vrMe 
nat do, that that he came to desyre hym fore* 
Than Anaximenes sayde: Sir I desyre your 
grace, that this same cite Lampsac may be 
vtterly distroyed. Through which sage and 
subtile sayeng the noble auncient citie was 
saued from ruyne and destruction. 

f l^otoe )Demo0tl6ene0 vefetinen s mai^oe. X%i%. 

IF There were two men on a time, the whiche 
lefte a great somme of money in kepyng with 
A maiden^ on this condition, that she shulde 
-nat delyuer hit agayne, excepte they came 
bothe to gether for hit. Nat long after one 
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of them cam to hir moniyiigly arayde, and 
sayde that his fdowe was deed, and so 
required the money» and she delyuered it to 
hym. Shortly after came the tother man, 
and required to haue the moneye that was 
lefte with her in kepyng. The maiden was 
than so sorowfull» both for lacke of the money, 
and for one to defende her cause, that she 
thought to hange her selfe. Bat Demosthenes 
that excellent oratour spake for her and sayd : 
Sir this mayden is redy to quite her fidelite, 
and to deliuer agayne the money, that was 
lefte with her in kepynge, so that thou wylt 
brynge thy felowe with the to resceyue it. 
But that he coude nat do. 

f laDf tint tlftat oe^rireli to Ibe msiie a getitil« 

mm^ In* 

IT There was a rude clubbysshe felowe, that 
longe bad serued the duke of Orliance, wher- 
fore he cam on a tyme to the duke, and desired 
to be made a gentyll man. To whom the duke 
answered: In good feyth I may well make 
the -ryche, but as for gentyl man I can neuer 
make the. 



By which wordes appereth that goodes and 
riches do not make a gentyl man, but noble 
and vertuous conditions do. 

f 2)f tit gevt^n mm stni W tiiifttMt ini^U. l%vL 

f There was a certayne gentyll man, that 
had a cursed chydynge wyfe, that wente euery 
day, and complayned on hym to a religious 
man, the whiche religious man toke vpon hym 
by weye of conifessioa to reconcile and accorde 
them to gether: and the gentyll man was very 
well contente, that he so shulde do, and came 
to him therfore. whan the gentyll man was 
come, the religious man badde hym shewe his 
offences and trespaces. No, quod the gentyll 
man that nedeth nat : For I knowe verye well 
my wyfe hath shewed vnto you all the offence^ 
that euer I dyd, and moche more. 

f fl)f tlfte ttoo t^xif^t mtn ttat rove to InHn^nf;* 

If One John Roynoldes rode oute of London 
vpon a tyme towarde walsyngham, in company 
of a yonge man of the same cite, that hadde 
Jiat moche ben accustomed to ryde* So they 
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came to aa laoe, where as great companye was 
lodged. And in the momynge whsm euery 
man made hym redy to ryde, and some were 
on horsebacke setting forwarde, John Roy- 
noldes founde his companion, syttynge in a 
browne study at the Inne gate : to whom he 
sayd : For shame man how syttest thou, why 
doste thou nat make the redy to horsebacke, 
that we myght sette forwarde with companye: 
I tary (quod he) for a good cause. For what 
cause, quod Roynoldes 1 Marye (quod he) here 
be so many horses, that I can nat telle whiche 
b myne owne amonge the other. And I knowe 
well, whan euery man is riden and gone, the 
horse that remaineth behynde must nedes be 
myn. 

f fl)f tte i^onupe mm of IS^ttii^e^, ann l^ifi 
f(9Ott0e. ItpiiL 

IF A YON6E man of Bruges, that was be- 

trouthed to a fay re mayden, came on a tyme, 

whan heir mother was out of the way, and had 

to do with her. whan her niother was come 

in, anone she perceyued by her doughters 

chere,'what she had done, wherfore she was 
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80 sore displesed, that she sewed a diuorse; 

aod wolde in no wyse suffre that the yonge 
man shulde marye her daughter. 

Nat lenge after the same yonge man was 
maryed t6 an other mayden of the same 
pairysshe. And as he and his wyfe satte talk- 
yDge on a tyme of the forsayde dammusell, to 
whome he was hetrouthed, he fell in a nyce 
laughyng. wherat laugh ye quod his wyfel 
It chaunced on a tyme (quod he) that she and 
I dydde suche a thyng to gether, and she tolde 
hit to her mother. Therin (quod his wyfe) 
she playde the foole: A seruante of my 
fathers playde that game with me an hundred 
tymeSy and yet I lieuer tolde my mother, 
whan he herde her saye so, he lefte his nyce 
laughynge. 

f ®f l^m tlftftt tnstie 80 ie tatiiie 'btn a clia^te 

Iftter. l%%liiL 

V A FELOWE that toke vpon him, as he had 
ben the moste chaste and beste disposed man 
lyuinge, was by one of his felowes on a tyme 
taken in aduoutry : and sharpely rebuked for 
it, bycause he prated so moche of chastite. 
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and yet was taken in the same faute. To 
whom he answerde againe : O fool doste thou 
thinke that 1 did hit for hodely pleasure ? No 
no : I dyd it but onely to subdue my flesshe, 
and to purge my reynes. 

Wherby ye may perceyue, that of all other 
dissemblynge hipocrytes are the worste. 

f flDf ^i^m tl^st t%e olne r»0Be fttt <n» I]cj:t. 

IF As a man kneled vpon a tyme prayenge 
before an olde rode, the rode feUe downe on 
him and brak his hede: wherfore he wolde 
come no more in the churche halfe a yere 
after. At lengthe by the prouocation of his 
nighbours, he cam to the churche agayne. 
And bycause he sawe his nighbours knele be- 
fore the same rode, he kneled downe lyke 
wyse and sayde thus : well I may cappe and 
knele to the, but thou shalte neuer haue myn 
harte agayne as long as I lyue. 

By whiche tale appereth, that by gentyll 
and courteyse entreatinge mens myndes ben 
opteyned. For though the people cappe and 
knele to one in highe authorite, yet lyttell 
whoteth he, what they thynke. 



f fl)f t^e toi^volB tiftat tDoIoe nat tBenve for IboniTi; 

IT There was a ryche wydowe» whicbe de- 
sjredde a gossyp of hers, that she wold get 
her an husband : nat for the nyce playe quod 
she, but to thentente he may kepe my goodes 
to gether, whiche is an harde thinge for me to 
do, beynge alone woman* Her gossyp whiche 
vnderstode her conceyte, promysed her so to 
do. Aboute iii. or iiii. dayes after she cam^ 
to her agayne, and sayde: Gossyp, I haue 
foonde an husbande for you, that is a pru- 
dente, a ware, and a wordlye wyse man, but 
he lacketh his priuey members: wherof ye 
force nat. Go to the dyuell with that hus- 
bande (quod the wydowe) ibr though that I 
desyre nat the nyce playe : yet I wylle that 
myne husbande shall haue that, where with, 
we may be reconciled, if we falle at variance. 

f ^f tl^t coaetott0 ainlb800oiiottr, tltist inoloe l^ere 
nomn0i1ke. l%piiii* 

IT Whan a couetous man on a time was come 
vnto a certain cite, whither he was sent as am* 
bassadour for his contrey, anon the mynstrels 

g2 
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f 0f t%t olne man, t^st quennpeteu t%t lbo|> oote of 
tde apUtree bit) f^tone^* I^icj:* 

IF As an olde man walked on a tyme in his 
orcherd he loked vp, and sawe a boye sytte in 
a tree stealynge his apples : whom he entreated 
with ^siyre wordes to come downe, and let his 
apples alone. And whan the olde man sawe, 
that the boye cared nat for him, by cause of 
his age, and set noughte by his wordes, he 
sayde : I haue harde saye, that nat onlye in 
wordes, but also in herbes shulde be greatte 
▼ertue : wherfore he plucked vp herbes, and 
beganne to threwe them at the boye, wherat 
the boye laughed hartelye, ieuid thought that 
the olde man hadde ben mad, to thynke to 
driue hym out of the tree witii castinge of 
herbes. Than the olde inan sayde : well se- 
ynge that nother wordes nor herbes haue no 
▼ertue agaynste the stealer of my goodes: I 
wylle proue what stones wylle do, in whiche I 
haue harde men saye, is great vertue : and so 
he gathered his lappe full of stones, and 
threwe them at the boye, and compelled hym 
to come downe, and renne awaye. 
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Hiis tale sheweth, that they that bene wyse 
proue many wayes, before they arme them^ 

f flDf tl^e ri^cl^e mttt tlftat tuoloe not Iftaue a 

f There was a certayn riche man on a tyme, 
whiche felle sycke: to the whose eurynge 
came many phisitians (for flyes by heapes flee 
to honye). Amonge them all there was one 
that sayde: that he muste nedes take a glyster, 
if he wolde be hoUe. whan the sicke man, 
that was nat envred with that medicine, harde 
hym saye so, he sayde in a great furye : Out 
a dores with those phisitians they be madde : 
For where as my payne is in my heed, they 
wolde heale me in myne ♦**♦. 

This fable sheweth that holsom thynges to 
them that lacke knowlege and experyence, 
seme hurtful!. 

f iDf ii^m tliftt Ufntt l^pm ntlft neen to p^oae tul^ae 
%ifi tDi^fe tnolne Ho* l%%j:iL 

f A YONGE maried man on a time to proue, 
to here, and to se what his wyfe wolde do, if 
he were deed, came in to his house, whyle his 
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wyfe was forthe wasshyoge of clothes, and layd 
hym downe io the floore, as he had ben deed, 
whan his wyfe came io, and sawe hym lye so, 
she thought he had ben deed in dede : wher- 
fore she stode euen stylle : and deuysed with 
her selfe whether was better to bewayle his 
dethe forth with, or els to dyne fyrste, for she 
had eate no meate of all the day. All other 
thinges consydered she determined to dyne 
fyrste. So she cut a coloppe of baken, and 
broyled it on the coles, and began to eate 
theron a pace, she was so hungrye, that she 
toke no hede of dryoke. At laste the salte- 
nes of the meate made her to thyrste so sore, 
that she muste nedes drynke. So as she toke 
the potte in her. hande, and was goyng downe 
into her seller to drawe drynke, sodaynely 
came one of her neyghbours for a cole a fyre. 
wherfore she stepped backe quickely, and 
though she was right thyrsty, yet she sette the 
potte a syde, and as her husbande had than 
fallen downe deed, she beganne to wepe, and 
with many lamentable wordes to bewayle his 
dethe. whiche wepynge |and waylyng, and 
sodaine dethe of her husbande^ caused all the 



oeyghbours to come thyther. The man laye 

stylle in the floore, and so helde his brethe, 

and closed his eies, that he semed for certayne 

to be deade. At laste whanne he thought he 

had made pastyme inough, and herynge his 

wyfe saye thus : Alas dere husbande what shall 

I do nowe 1 He loked vp and sayde : Full yll 

my swete wyfe, excepte ye go quyckely and 

drynke. wherwith they al from wepyng^ 

toumed to laughynge, specially whan they 

▼nderstode the matter, and the cause of her 

thyrste. 

Wherby ye may se, that nat without a good 

skyl the poete sayde : 

Utflerent oculoi erudiere sum. 

f 2Df tlfte pottte man, into tol^ojKe l^oujKe titVLta 

IT There was a poore man on a tyme, the 
wbiche vnto theues, that brake into his house 
on nyght, he sayde on this wyse. Syrs I mar> 
uayle, that ye thynke to fynde any thyng here 
by nyght, for I ensure you I can fynd nothing, 
whan it is brode day. 

By this tale appereth playnly 
That poaerte is a welthy mysery. 



f 0f t?nt tttt 0Woe tine Iben tntjjj^n finr Iblct 

f There was a mery felowe io hygh Almayn, 
the whiche with his scoffynge and iestynge had 
so moche displeased a great lorde of the 
countreye, that he thretned to hange hym, if 
euer he eoude take hym in his countrey. Nat 
longe after this lordes seruauntes toke hym, 
and hanged he shulde he. whanne he sawe 
there was no remedy but that he shulde dye, 
he sayde: My lorde, I muste nedes suffre 
dethe, whiche I knowe I haue wel deserued : 
But yet I beseke you graunte me one peticion 
for my soule helthe. The lorde, at the in- 
staunce of the people that stode aboute, so it 
dydde not coneeme his lyfe, was contente to 
graunte it hym. Than the felowe sayde: I 
desyre you my lorde, that after I am hanged, 
to come iii. momynges fresshe and fastynge, 
and kysse me on the bare ****, where vnto 
the lorde answered: The deuyll kysse thyne 
* * * * : and so let hym go. 



f^utde ^natrntM* 91 

f S)f l^i^tit ^ttt 1^0 W goQ0e titolt. Ip]r]tt»* 

f A MAN that had a goose stoole from hym, 

went and complayned to the curate, and de- 

sjred hym to do so moche as helpe that he 

bad his goose again. The curate sayde he 

wolde. So on sonday the curate as though he 

wolde curse, wente vp in to the pulpit, and 

bade euery body syt downe: So whan they 

were set, be said: why sit ye nat downe? we 

be set all redy, quod they. Naye (quod the 

curate) he that dyd stele the goose sitteth nat, 

yes that I do, quod he, Sayste thou that, quod 

the curate ? I charge the on peyne of cursyng, 

to bryng the goose home ageyn. 

JPlltlt; of ^acenone. licicictii. 

IT There came a begger to kyng Philip of 
Macedone on a tyme, and prayde the kyng to 
gyue hym some what, and ferther he sayde he 
was his kynse man. And whan the kyng asked 
hym which way, he answered and sayde, howe 
they came bothe of Adam. Than the kynge 
commanded to gyue hym an almes. whan the 
begger sawe it was but a small pece of moneye. 
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he sayde, that was nat a semely gyfte for a 
kynge. The kynge answered: If I shuld 
gyue euerye manne so moche, that is my 
kynse manne lyke as thou arte : I shulde leaue 
nothynge for my selfe. 

t 0f Z)atite0 ait0t»ere ta tlie ientet. lrip%itlL 

IT D ANTES the poete dwelled a whyle with 
Can the prince de la Scale : with whome also 
dwelled an other Florentyne, that hadde ney- 
ther lemynge nor prudence, and was a man 
mete for nothynge, but to scoffe and ieste : but 
yet with his mery toyes, he so moued the sayd 
Can, that he dydde greatly enryche hym. 
And bycause Dantes dispised his foolysshenes, 
this scoffer said to hym: How cometh it 
Dantes, that thou art holde so wyse and so 
well lemed, and yet arte poore and nedy? I 
am an vnlemed man and am an ignorant fole, 
aiid yet I am ferre richer than thou art. To 
whom Dantes answered: If I may fynde a 
lorde lyke and conformable to my maners, as 
thou haste founde to thyn : he wyW lyke wyse 
make me ryche. 



f 0f |));m tl^at l^aH 0ore ei;e0* lj:j:%liiiL 

f One that had sore eies, was warned of the 
phisitian, that he shulde in any wyse forbeare 
drinking or els lose his eies: To whom he 
sayd : It b more pleasure for me, to lose myne 
eies with drinkynge, than to kepe them for 
wormes to eate them oute. 

By this tale ye may perceyue, that it auayU 
eth nat to wame some for theyr owne profytte. 

f a)f title olne toomait ttat %9}} 0ore ej^ein* l%1:%lji* 

IT There was an olde woman the whiche bar- 
gayned with a surgean to heale her sore eyes : 
and whanne he hadde made her eies hole, and 
that she sawe better she couenaunted that he 
shulde be payde his moneye, and not before. 
So he layde a medycyne to her eyes, that 
shulde not be taken awaye the space of v. 
dayes. In whiche tyme she myghte nat loke 
▼ppe. Euery daye, whan he came to dresse 
her, he bare awaye some what of her house 
holde stouffe, table clothes candektickes, and 
disshes: He lefte no thinge, that he coulde 
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carye clene. So whan her eies were hole, she 
loked vp, and sawe that her householde stouffe 
was caryede awaye, she sayde to the sargiaoy 
that came and required his money for his 
labour : Syr my promise was to pay you, whan 
ye made me se better than I did before : That 
is trouth, quod he. Mary, quod she, but I se 
worse nowe than I did. Before ye layde me- 
dicins to myn eies, I saw moche fayre stouffe 
in myn house, and now I se nothinge at all. 

t fl)f l)fm tlftftt till tht ca0tolii af a tosme. xc 

f A CERTAYN man, that had the custody of a 
ward and his goodes, and in shorte space had 
spente all awaye : was by the gouemour of the 
cite commanded to bring in his bookes of In- 
troUus et exitus, that is to saye, of entraunce 
and layenge oute: and to gyue accompte of 
the Oiphlins goodes. So whan he came, he 
shewed fyrste his mouthe, and sayde Here it 
wente in: and after he shewed vp his ****, 
and sayde: Here hit wente out: and other 
bookes of Intraitus et exitus I haue none. 
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IF There was a pdnter in Rome that was an 
excellent counnynge man: and bycause he had 
foule children^ One sayde to him: By my 
feyth I maraayle that you paynte so goodelye» 
and gette so foule chyldren: yea, quod the 
peynter, I make my chyldren in the darke, and 
I peynte those fygures by daye lyght. 

f laDf tlfte 0co!rei; tl^at mane a man a tfontfi 

IF There was a mery scoffynge felowe on a 
tyme, the whiche toke on him to teach a man 
to be a south sayer : whan they were agreedde, 
what he shuld haue for his labour : the scoffer 
sayde to the man holde, eate this rounde 
pellet, and I warant thou shalte be a south 
sayer. The man toke and put it in his mouth, 
and began to champe theron, but hit sauered 
so ill, that he spyt it out forth with, and said : 
Phy, this pellet that thou gyueste me to eate, 
sauereth all of a »**♦♦: Thou sayst trouth 
(quod the scoffer) Nowe thou arte a south 
sayer, and therefore paye me my money. 



06 VOzft ami 

f 0f t^t matclftannt of jTlotetice calleii 

f A MARCHAUNT of Florence called Charles, 
came frome Auignone to Rome : And as be 
sate at souper with a great company, one asked 
him how the Florentins at Auignone fared : he 
sayde they were merye and gladde. For they 
that dwelle there a yere (quod he) be as men 
that were franticke and out of theyr myndes. 
Than an other that sate at souper with them 
asked this Charles, how longe he had dwelled 
there. He answerde vi. monethes. Charles 
(quod he that asked him the question) thou 
baste a great wytte: For hit, that other be 
about xii. monethes, thou hast fulfyUed in 
halfe a yere. 

t 0f ttie c^taa^t mm cftHeu €ttl];«. %ciiiL 

IT Ther dwelled a man in Chesshyre called 
Eulyn, whiche vsed to go to the towne many 
tymes, and there he wolde sytte drynkyng tyl 
xii. of the clocke at nyghte, and than go 
home. So on a tyme he caryed a lyttell boye 
bis Sonne on his shulder with him, and whan 
the chylde fell a slepe about ix. of the clocke. 



the ale wyfe broij^ht him to bed with her 
chyldren. At mydnyghte Eulyn wente home» 
and thooght no more on his chylde# Assoue 
as he came home his wyfe asked for her chyld« 
whan' she spake of the chylde he loked on his 
shulder, and whan he sawe he was not ther, he 
said he wist nat where he was. Out vpon the 
horson (quod she) thou hast let mi child fal in 
to the water (for he passed ouer the water of 
Dee at a brige) Thou list hore (quod he) for if 
he had £dlen in to the water, I shuld haue 
hard him plump. 

f fl)f him t)at HemiteB t$ ht m t»9on t%e 

If There were iii. loytteringe felowes fell in 
companye on a tyme: the whiche wente so 
longe to gether tylle all theyr money was 
spente. whan their money was gone^ one of 
them sayd: what shal we do nowl By my 
£uth (quod an other) if I might come where 
preace of people were, I coulde get moneye 
inough for vs. And I (quod the iii.) can as- 
semble people to gether lyghtly^ So whan 
they came in to a lyttelle towne, where a newe 
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pillory was sette vp, he that sa^de he coude 
lyghtly assemble people to gether, went to the 
bayly of the towne, whiche was a boacher^ 
and desyred him, that he wolde gyue him 
leaue to haue the maidenheed of the pillory, 
whiche requeste at the fyrste abasshed the 
bayllye : for he wyst not what he mente ther- 
by : wherfore he toke counsayle of his neigh- 
bourSy what was best tp do, and they bade 
him set vp the knane and spare nat. So whan 
he was on the pillorye, he loked aboute, and 
sawe his ii. felowes busy in the holes of the 
bouchers aprons, wher thei vsed to put theyr 
money : than he said : Their now go to a pace. 
The people gaped vp styll and laughed, and 
whan he saw that his felowes had sped their 
maters, and were going away, he said to the 
peple : Now tume the pilori ones about and 
than I wyl com downe: So they laughing 
hartily did, whan the felow was com downe 
from the pyllory, the baylie sayde to hym: 
By my faythe thou arte a good felowe, and 
by cause thou haste made vs so good sporte, 
holde I wyll gyue the a grote to diypke : and 
so putte his hande in the hole of his ap^on. 



^Qt tfaere be founde neuer a penye : Cockes 

^es (quod the bayllye) my pourse is pycked, 

9ad my mpneye is gone. Syr (quod the felowe) 

' truste ye wyll beare me recorde, that I haue 

^it Dat. No by the masse quod he^ thou were 

^n the pyllorie the whyle. Than no force 

<luod the feloWy and wente his waye. 

^ fl)f tlie tsi^ooliieiil vattglftter tlftat toati titxu to t)e 
uW^9t lnit% ft couple of cs90tiii«. %ti»L 

V Thbbe was an abbot that had a wydowe to 
bis tenant, which wydow; on a tyme sent her 
dough^er with a couple of capons to the 
abbotte. And whan the mayden came with her 
present, she founde the abbot syttyng at 
dyner, to whom she sayd : Moch good dutte 
the my lorde. Ha welcome mayden quod he. 
My lorde (quod she) my mother hath sent the 
here a couple of capons. God a mercy may- 
den, quod he* And so he made her to be sette 
downe atte his owne table to eate some meate. 
Amonge other pieates, the abbotte had than a 
grene goose with sorell sauce, wherof he dyd 
eate. So one that sat at the abbottes table, gaue 
the rompe of the goose to the mayde to picke 
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theron. She toke the rompe in her hande> and 
bycause she sawe the abbot and other wete 
their meate in the sorell sauce, she sayde. My 
lorde, I pray the gyue me leue to wete myn 
♦*»» in thy grene sauce. 

f (Df t^t ttoo mta^ tlftat Brattlte t )>f nte of i»%fU 

f There came two homely men of the coun- 
treye in to a tauerne on a tyme to drinke a 
pynte of wine. So they satte stylle, and 
wyste not what wyne to calle for. At last, 
herynge euerye man eaU for wUte wyne as 
clere as water of the rocke. They bad the 
drawer brynge them a pynte of whyte wyne 
as clere as water of the rocke. The drawer 
seyng and perceyuyng by their. wordes that 
they were but blont felowes, he brought them 
a pinte of clere water. The one of them 
fylled the cuppe, and dranke to his felow, 
and sayd : Holde neighbour, by masse, chadde 
as lefe drynke water, saue only for the name 
of wyne. 



T 0f ttf noctwr tl^at toent t»tt| tl^e Uultt to 

f There was a doctour on a tyme» whiche 
desired a fouler, that went to catche byrdes 
with an owle, that he might go with hym. 
The byrder was content, and dressed hym 
with bowes, and set hym by his oule, and bad 
hym say nothynge. whan he saw the byrdes a 
lyght a pace, he sayde : There be many byrdes 
alyghted, drawe thy nettes: where with the 
byrdes flewe awaye. The byrder was very 
angry, and blamed him greatly for his speak- 
yng. Than he promysed to holde his peace, 
whan the byrder was in agayn, and many 
byrdes were alyghted, mayster doctour said in 
latyn, Aves permuUe adsunt. wherwith the 
byrdes flewe away. The byrder came out 
ryghte angrye and sore dbpleased and sayde : 
that by his bablynge, he had twyse loste his 
pray, why thynkest thou foole (quod the 
doctour) that the birdes do vnderstand latin T 
This doctour thought that the vnderstand- 
ynge, and nat the noyse hadde feared awaye 
the byrdes. 
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% 9>f i^m tiiut HfCnntPkt ta tecclfte sit unnt to 

teiie» led):* 

IT There was a certayne tyran, the which to 
pylle one of his subiectes of his goodes, com- 
maunded hym to teache an asse to spelle and 
rede. He sayd it was impossible^ except he 
might haue space inough therto. And whan 
the tyraii bade hynl aske what tyroe he wolde, 
he desyred x. yeres respite. Bat yet bycause 
he vndertoke a thynge impossible^ euerye 
bodye laughed hym to scome. He toutned 
towarde his frendes and sayde : I am nothynge 
affirayde : for in that space, either I, the asse, 
or elles my lorde may dye. 

By whiche tale appereth, that it is holsome 
to take leyser inough, aboute a thynge that is 
harde to do, specially whanne a man can nat 
ehose to take hit on hande. 

f S)f tl^e fcf et tl^at conh^atn t^t toomsn. c. 

IF As a fayre yong woman of the towne of 
Amilie confessed her to a friere, he beganne to 
bume so in concupiscence of the flesshe, that 
he entyced her to consente to his wylle. And 
they agreed, that she shulde feyne her selfe 
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sycke, and sende for hym to shryue her. 
Yntbin iij. dayes after she fejued her selfe 
sycke, and laye downe in her bedde, and sente 
for the stdme fryere to shryue her. whan the 
friere was come^ aiid euery body voided out of 
the chambrey he wedt to bedde to the woman^ 
and there laye a lodge space with her. ^er 
hosbande sdspectyng so longe a confession, 
came in to the cbaalabre: whose sodayae 
eomyngey so sore abasshed the fryer, that he 
went his way and lefte his bi'eche behynde him 
lyenge on the bedde. whan her htisband^ sawe 
the breche, he sayd a loude : This was nat a 
frier, but an aduouterer : And for great abbomi* 
nation of the dede he called all his householde 
to se hit. And forthe with he went and com- 
playned to the warden of that couent: and 
threthed to slee hym, that had done the dede. 
The wardyen to appease his anger sayde, that 
suche publysshynge was to th^ shame of hym 
and his householde. The man said : the breche 
was so openly founde, that he coude nat hyde 
it. The warden to remedy the matter sayde^ it 
wiis sayht Fraunces breche, an holy relyke^ 
that his brother 4;aryed thither for the womans 
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beltb, and that he and hi» couent wokle come 
and fetche hit home with procession, with 
those wordes the man was contente. Anone 
the warden and his fHeres, with the crosse be^ 
fore them, and arayed in holye yestementes, 
went to the house and toke vppe the breche, 
and two of them on a clothe of sylke, bare it 
solemlye on hyghe betwene theyr handes : and 
euerye bodye that mette them, kneled downe 
and kyssed it. So with great ceren^ony and 
souge : they brought it home to their couente* 
But after whanne this was knowen, ambassa- 
doures of the same citie, wente and complayued 
therof before the holy see apostolyke. 

Y $(iiie c cta^Un (f JLmim ruft^titn stt 

IT In the towne of Louen was a cbaplayne 
called Antonye, of whose merye sayenges and 
doynges is moche talkynge. As he mette oa 
a daye one or two of his acqueyntauoce, he 
desyred them home with him to dyner : but 
meate had he none, nor money. There was 
no remedy, but to make a shefte. Forth he 
goth, and in to an vserers kytchynne, with 
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whome he was ^unylier: and priueilye voder 

his gowne he caryed oute the potte with meate, 

that was sod for the ysurers dyner. whan he 

^ame home, he putte oute the meate, and made 

the pot to he scoured hryght, and sente a boye 

with the same pot to the vserer to borowe ii. 

grotes theron : find bade the boye take a bylle 

of his hande, that suche a brasse potte he de- 

lyoered hym. The boy did as he was bydde: 

and with the money that he hadde of the 

vsurer, he bought wine for theyr dyner. whan 

the vsurer shulde go to dyner« the potte and 

meate was gone, wherfore he all to chydde his 

mayde. She said there came no bodye of all 

the dayCy but syr Antony. They asked him : 

and he sayde he had none. At length they 

sayde in emeste, he and no man els bad the 

pot. By my fayth (quod he) I borowed suche 

a potte vpon a tyme, but I sente hit home 

agayne: and so called witnes to them, and 

sayde : Lo howe peryllous it is to deale with 

men nowe a dayes withoute wrytynge : They 

wolde lay thefte to my charge, and if I 

had no wrytinge of the vsurers hande. And 
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so he shewed oute the wrytinge. And whan 
they vnderstode the disceyte, there was good 
laughynge. 

f 9)f t%t nsme eiwj^Un cub oiu ttat ^ifittn 

IT The same Antony dyned on-a tyme with a 
sorte of merye felowes. Amonge whome tiiere 
was one that greatly spited hun in his scoffis^ 

9 

and merye iestes. And as they sate laugh- 
ynge and sporting, one asked whiche was the 
most reuerent part of mans hodye, one sayd 
the eie, an other the nose, but Antony, bycause 
he knew his enuyer wolde name the clene con- 
trarye, sayde the mouth was the moste reue- 
rent parte : Naye quod his enuyer, the piirte 
that we sytte on is the moste reuerent* And 
bicause they meruayled whye, he made this 
reason, that he was moste honourable amonge 
the common people, that was fyrst sette* And 
the parte that he named was fyrste sette. 
whiche sayenge contented them^ and they 
laughed merelye : He was nat a littell proiide 
of his sayenge^ and that he hadde ouer come 



Antobye. This past forth, four or fyu^ dayes 
after they were bothe bydde to dyn^r ih a 
nother place, whan Antony cam in he found 
his enuier that sat talkynge with other, whyle 
the diner was makynge redy. Antony toumed 
his backe to him and lette a great ***** 
agaynst his face. His «nuyer greatlye dis^ 
dayninge sayde: walke knaue ivith a mys- 
chiefe, where hast thou ben nourtered. why, 
and dysdaynest thoal quod Antony, if I had 
sainted the with my mouthe, thou woldest 
baue saluted me agayne: and non^fe I grete 
the with that parte of my body, that by thyn 
own^ sayengfe b moste honourable, thou called 
me knaue. 

Thiis he got agayne his praise^ that he 
hadde loste before. 

S S)f Ht. olne wftn tW ^ut l^im atlh in %{» n^nntt^ 

^Ml\tsi* tiiu 

IT Thiers was a certdyne olde man, whiche 
let hb Sonne to maiy, and to bryng^ his wyfe 
and his chyldren, to dwelle within him, and ta 
take all the house in to his owne hande and 
gydinge. So a certeyne tyme the olde man 
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was sette and kepte the vpper £nde of th^ 
table, afterwarde they sette him lower, aboute 
the myddes of the table, thyrdely they set him 
at the netber ende of the table, fourthly he 
was set amonge the seruantes, fyfthly they 
made him a couche behynde the halle dore, 
and cast on him an olde sacke clothe. Nat 
longe after'the olde man died, whan he was 
deed, the yonge mans sonne came to him and 
sayde: Father I prey you gyue me this olde 
sacke cloth, that was wonte to couer my 
graundfiither, what woldest thou do with it 
sayde his father 1 forsoth, sayd the chylde, it 
shall seme to couer you whan ye be olde, lyke 
as it did my grandiather. At whiche wordes 
of the<;hylde this man ought to haue ben a 
shamed and sory. For it is wryten. Sonne 
reuerence and helpe thy father in his olde age, 
and make him not thoughtful! and heuy in 
his lyfe, and though he dote, forgyue it 
him. He that honoreth his father, shall lyue 
the longer, and shall reioyce in his owne 
chyldren. 



f flDf %t^ tikt tan a flfe i^tfuttn in W 
mine. ciiiL 

^ A TOMOE man that on a tyme went a war^ 

iure, caused a flye to be peynted in Iii9 shylde, 

euen of the very greatnes of a Aye : ifirherfore 

some laughed at him and sayde, ye do well* 

because ye yryll not be knowen. yes quod he, 

I do it because I wyll be knowen and spoken 

of. For I wyll approch so nere our enemys, 

that they shall well deceme what annes I 

beare. 

Thus it that was layde to him for a blame 

of cowardise, was by his sharpe wytte turned 

to a shewe of manlynes. 

f And the noble and yaliaunt Archidamus 
myde shotte of crossebowes, slynges, and 
suche lyke ingins of warre are po proffe of 
manhode, but whan they come and fyghte 
hande to hande, appereth who .be men and 
who be not. 

f flDf t% empetout Sns^uiftuff ann tl^e oloe mtn. cti» 

f As the noble emperour Augustus on a time 
cam in to a bayne, he behelde an olde man 
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that hadde done good seruice in the warres, 
firotte him selfe a gaynste a marble pyller for 
lacke of one to belpe to wassfae him, th empe- 
rour moued with pite gaue an annuite to fynde 
hym and a seroaunt to wayte vpon him. whan 
this was knowen a great sorte of olde men 
drewe them to gether, and stode where as the 
emperour shulde passe forth by, euerye one of 
them rubbynge his owne backe with a marble 
stone. The emperour demaunded why they 
dyd so? Bycause noble emperour, sayd they, 
we be not able to kepe s^ruantes to do it. why 
quod the emperour, one of you maye clawe 
and frote an others backe well inough. 

IT Phocion on a daye treatynge a Imige ora^ 
tion to the peo]^e of Athenes, plesed them very 
wel. And whan he sawe, that they all to 
gether allowed his wordes, he toumed to his 
frendes and sayd. Haue I vnwarely spoken 
any hurte 1 So moche he perswaded hym selfe, 
that nothyng coude plese them that was well 
and truely spoken. 
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f 9)f Z)emo0tl6(ttt0 snu P^octon* ctiii. 

IF Demosthenes sayde tp Phocion: If the 
Atheniens falle ones in a madnes, they woU 
slee the. To whom he answered : ye surely, 
if they waxe madde they woll slee me, hut and 
they waxe ones wyse» they wyll slee the. 
For Demosthenes spake moche to the peoples 
pleasure, and spake thynges rather delytahle 
than holsome. 

f fl)f Piodmt t||ct lefit^eQ aKeiesnoerii 

IT What tyme Alexander kynge of Macedone 
sent an hundred besauntes of golde for a gyfte 
to Phocion, he asked them that brought the 
money, how it came, that Alexander sent it to 
hym alone, seyng th^re were many other men 
in Athenes beside him. They answered, by- 
cause he iugeth you alone to be an honest 
and a good man. Therfore, quod he, let 
hym suffre me to be taken and to be suche 
one stylL 

Who wolde not wonder at the cleane and 
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▼Dcorrupt courage of this Phociont He ivas 
but a poore man, and yet the greatnes of the 
gyh coude nothinge moue hym. Besyde also 
he shewed, that they, the whiche, while they 
mynistre the common welthe, absteyne not 
from takyng of gyftes, neyther be nor ought 
not to be taken for good men« 

IT What tyme Denyse the tyranne vnderstode 
that his Sonne that shulde reigne after hym, 
had commytted aduontry with a worshypfull 
mans wyfe, anger)y he sayde to hym, Dyd I^ 
thy lather, euer suche a dede? The yonge man 
answered. No, ye had not a kynge to your 
father. Nor thou, sayde Denyse, art not lyke 
to haue a sonne a kynge, excepte thou leaue 
commyttynge of suche wyckedde dedes* 

f fl)f P^mpottiu^ tl^e Eoma^ne, t^st toaiK lb;onstt 
fiefoce 9it|i;iiiste0. t%* 

If PoMPONius a noble man of Rome, sore 
hurte and wounded, was taken and brought 
before Mithridates, whiche asked hym thb 
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questyon. If I cure and heale thy woundes, 
"wylte thou than be my firende : He answered 
byin agayne thus. If thou nvylte be a frende 
to the Romaynes, thou shalt than haue me thy 
irende. 

This was a noble stomacke, that preferred 
the welth of his countrey before his owne 
helth. 

f SDf Citnd anil t^e iecttet* c%L 

IT Suetonius sheweth that Titus the father 
prouoked a scoffer, that stode iesting with 
euery body, that he shulde lyke wyse saye 
somewhat to hym : I woll, sayde the scoffer, 
after ye haue done youre easement. He iested 
at the emperours countinance, he loked alway 
as one that streyned hym selfe. 

On suche a visaged man writeth Martiall. 

Utere Utchtcis, ac mollibus utere maluvt. 
Nam faciem durum Phebe cacantis habes. 

f (Df ^cijfU iBs0lcs anil €nniwi fit poete, c%iU 

IT Whan Scipio Nasica came on a tyme to 
speake with Ennius the Poete, he asked his 
mayde at the dore, if he were within, and she 

1 



114 tMeisanti 

sayde, he was not at home. But Nasica per- 
ceytiedy that her mayster badde her say so, 
and that he was within: but for that tyme 
dissemblynge the matter, he wente his waye. 
within a fewe dayes after Ennius came to 
Nasica, and knockynge at the dore, asked if 
he were within. Nasica hym selfe spake oute 
a loude, and sayd, he was not at home. Thaa 
sayde Ennius. what manne, thynke you that 
I knowe not your voyce 1 wherevnto Nasica 
aunsweredde and sayde. what a dishoneste 
man be you 1 whan I sought you, I beleued 
your mayde, that sayde ye were not at 
home, and ye wyll not beleue me myn owne 
selfe. 

IF Fabius Minutius was of his sonne exhorted 
on a tyme to gette and conquere a place that 
was mete for them, and to theyr great auaun- 
tage: the whiche thynge he sayde, they 
myght do with the losse of a fewe men. 
wyll ye be one of those fewe, sayde Fabius 
to his sonnet 

Therby shewynge, that it is a poynt of a 
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good capiteyne to care for the lest of his 
souMiourSy and to saue them as nere as he 
coude. 

Themperottr Anto&ias Pius lotted moche 
this sentence of Scipio, whiche wolde ofte 
saye : I hadde leaner saue one citezen, thanne 
slee a thousande ennemyes. 

f 9)f auteltsn, t^tx tos0 vinpUs^di, tttwH t^t 
cite tS)^n« tDS0 cloiteii Uf^afUtit %fm. t%HiU 

IT What tyme the emperour Aurelian came to 
the cytie Tyana, he founde hit closed agaynste 
faym, wherfore all angerly he sayde: I woU 
not leaue a dogge a lyue in this towne. whiche 
wordes reioyced moche his menne of warre, 
by cause of the great praye and botye, that 
they thoughte to wynne there. One of the 
citezius, called Heradamon, for feare lest he 
shuld be slayne amonge the other, betrayed 
the cyte. whan Aurelian had taken the cite^ 
the fyrste thinge he dyd, he slewe Heradamon 
the traytour to his contrey. And to his soul- 
diorsy that came to hym and desyred, that 
they myght accordynge to his promyse, ouer- 
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ren and spoile the cyte, he answered : Go to, 

I sayde, I wolde nat leaue a dogge a lyue, 

spare nat, kyll al the dogges in the towne. 

Bv this meane the gentyl prince, rewarded 

the traytoure accordinge to his de- 

seruinge, and dispointed the 

couetise of his soul- 

dyours. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It has happened to us^ as it frequently does 
to those i/vho build their theories upon any 
other than direct proof; a simple fact^ or 
the recovery of a mislaid document/at once 
overthrows all speculation. While we were 
busily engaged in endeavouring to show that 
a little book printed by Berthelet had some 
claim to be honoured with the title of Shak- 
speare's Jest Book, a most amiable and 
accomplished scholar had by chance disco- 
vered a considerable fragment of another 
collection of stories, under the title of " A 
C. Mery Talys*' Thus demonstrating the 
fallacy of our conjecture, as well as those of 
Mr. Steevens and Mr. Reed. AH future 
editors of Shakspeare may novtr rest satisfied, 
that the book alluded to in Much Ado 
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about Nothing, is neither a translation of 
the Decameron of Boccaccio, nor of the 
Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles. 

This curious and important addition to 
the stock of Shakspeariana, had been con- 
verted into pasteboard which formed the 
covers of an old book; in its transformation 
it has suffered much, the tops of many 
leaves, the bottoms of others are wanting, 
and of some only a tattered fragment remains. 
This will account for the lacuna which so 
frequently occur in the following reprint, for 
we have only ventured to fill them up when 
the necessary words were tolerably obvious; 
and whenever it has been done, such words 
and passages are distinguished by being 
printed in Italics. 

Fortunately the title, the greater part of 
the table of contents, and a portion of the 
colophon were preserved, together with 
some part of every leaf, and of almost every 
tale. It was a favourable circumstance, that 
the pasteboards had been formed from 
more than one copy, so that of some of 
the earlier leaves there were duplicates, 
which greatly assisted in making out the 
stories; but these fail us in the middle of 



the fortieth tale, as will be readily perceived 
by the much more imperfect state of many 
which follow. 

Like the '^ Tales and Quicke Answeres/' 
diis appears to have been a collection from 
various foreign books of the same nature, 
radier than a translation from any particular 
one. It is upon the whole inferior to Ber- 
thelet's coUection, but fortunately less ex- 
ceptionable upon the score of decency; 
there are two or three laughable stories 
which have very much an air of originality; 
the principal source of amusement, however, 
is the naivete with which they are related. 
Many of the stories m^ht be traced to their 
sources: the second* in particular may be 
mentioned as existing in the Decameron of 
Boccaccio, in which it is the seventh novel 
of the seventh day. We have also recently 
found it in a curious MS. treatise on the Art 
of speaking French, written in the reign of 
Henry the Sixth*, which shows the early 

* << Ici comence uq tretis de douls franceis qu' enfor- 
mera aossi ban les petiz comme les granz a parler bien 
et parfaitement beau franceis selon Tusage et laman- 
niere de paris et aurilians." I have thonght the story 
from the MS« worth printing: it is subjoined to this 
advertisement. 



part of the collection of Capt. Cox^ the 
mason of Coventry. 

The punctuation and orthography, sin- 
gular and capricious as it is, has been scru- 
pulously followed; a few of the most 
uncommon words have been noted, and 
explanations annexed to them, are given in 
the next page. 

Nc^ apology can be necessary for renew- 
ing this curious specimen of one of the 
most popular books of amusement of our 
ancestors ; '^ no moral danger can be sus- 
pected from the perusal of such antiquated 
licentiousness. The mischief is unfor- 
tunately too readily to be found, by those 
who seek it, in a shape far more intelligible 
and alluring.'' 

S. W. S. 
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The story referred to at page ix. is introdneed in tlie 
locient MS. Art of speaking French in the following 
manner: a gentleman and his servant arrive at an inn 
in the evening ; the gentleman invites the mistress of 
the inn to supper, and after supper 

'' Le seignwr et le dame de Phoiiel sen iront seoir pres 
de lejeu, . Donoques.dit hseignor, mamieievous enpri 
quHlne votes desplayst point del dele cwnpt que ie vous 
eompterai maintenanty car vrayment ie ne vous diray 
poytU de mensonge, et vrayment nuunie il est la plus ni 
meiUeur compt que ioy oncques mays iours de ma vie; 
Ore: man seignor ie lorray tres volentiers a vostre 
comandement, . De par dieu doneques ie vous la dirai, < 

Jadis y hanet en Kent vne dame Man gentil et sage, qui 
passoit toutes les autres dames de eel pays la aussi bian^ 
de beautee comme de bontee, Entant cfUe^ dame auoit vn 
baron qui fat moult bon chevalier et vailUmt, ainsi yl fy 
auoyt vn ecuyer detnourant en lour hostel qui fuyt biaa 
ioliet oucuei'j et estoit aussi homme de bon f aeon et beaulx^- 
et si Man et. gentilment taillie de corps que ce fut mer- 
uailtez, Et si auynt nn iourz que cil escuyer ci comme il 
regardoit sur la. dame de hostel, que le corps et le cuer 
luy ferent trestout eux anoyeez pour le grant brasier 
damour quHl en ot deuers la dame, eniant quHl ne sauoit 
que dire ne que /aire, si endura de iour en autre tres 
grandez pamez et douleurs. Puis il pensa bian que son 
amMor ne pouoit estre aperceu, et souffrist detristece et 
dQuleur ou cuer, que nuyt ne iour nepouoyt il mye dormir, 
$i fut il.naufreez trex pitensemeut de* la lance damour 
biun pres a la mart. Si aduint a derramUez que Vescuier. 
sen eda parler a la dame tout a secret atnsi li disant. Ma 
tres gewtUetresamable et tres soueraine damci fist il, ie 
vous enpri tres entierement de cuer, qu'il ne vottsdesplaise- 
de ce queje vous en dira maintenant: de par dieufist eUt' 
me dites vous tant quoncquez vous vueUez et ie non 
parUrai ia Utur de ma uie ne vous sourcie^. Ore dame. 
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fiiik il, mats qu'U ne wnu dnplaiaef ieiuin dolaretuemeiU 
nai{free ou cour de lardmit ammfy que pieca toy eu et 
encore at detneen voim, qu/e ie ue puys paa Umgment en- 
durer muz ctmaolaciion de vostre tree gradouse persotme. 
Par quoy ma tree doulce damey fist U, eiez pitie de ma 
douleur, on oMlirement vous teres cause de ma mort. 
DoHcques diet la dame^ est ce voir que urns en auez tan 
damor enuers mot comme wms ditex. Par tnon semunt, 
fist il^ beUe tree douke dame si est. Ore fist eUe^ ie vous 
octrote momotir, mays pour aeompiir nostre desir phts 
priueemeut, ie vous dirai commant vous feres: vous sauez 
Inan que mon seigneur propose de chiualdter bars de la 
viUe demayn apres numger^ et pour ce aiez demander 
mayntenant congee de luy pour aler a vos amys qui 
demeurent en ce pais ici pour certain bon seignes que, 
vous en auez affaire^ et quant vous kmrez fait, pour luy 
deceiuer plus soubtilmenty ie vous consaiUe que vous en 
aiez sur vostre cheminy mais demain a nuyt quant U fera 
grant oscurteCy retoumez si priuement comme vous pouresy 
et venez a ma chambre par Ie kuys du Jardin vn poy 
deuant my nuyt pour coucher auecques moy, Ltors dis 
Pescuiery ma tres gentiUe dame ie vous remerey souverayn" 
ment de cuer, de vostre amour et courtoisie, et puys apres 
quant I'escuier en auoU congee de seigneur pour aler a 
ses amys, sienala bian matin a la ioumant, 

Et apres manger Ie seignor comtnanda ses varletz de 
seller li chiuaulx pour chiualcher hors de la vUle, doncques 
vint la dame delwtel a son seignor et luy distainsi. Mon 
seignor, fist eUCf vous ne ckiuaulcherez hors de dens mayz 
huy s'il vous plait, car il est deia bian pres de nuyt, et 
pour ce ie vous conseUle de rester cest ioumee et aler vous 
de mayn. Dame fist il, ie Ie vueU Man, Si auenoyt apres 
que Ie seignor et la dame auoyent soupeez ils sen tderent 
coucher ensamble. L/ors vynt Vescuier a my nuyt tout 
priuenunt a kur chambre, si comme la dame luy auoyt 
enseignee, et ne cuidoit my que Ie seignor estoyt couchee 
auecques la dame. Et quant il fut venuz a coustee du 
lit ou la dame concha, la dame kty prinsi par la main 
otiMt luy disant en son oraiUe: ne sonez vous mot fist eUe, 
pour nuUe chose de monde, mais escouttex vous bian a ce 
que ie vous diray* Doncques la dame se touma deuers 
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ton seignorpowr luy euueyliery ei qtumi UfiU euueffliee la 
dame luy dist ahuL Man seignor fist eUe, il ya un 
escuier demovnmt en vostre cowrt c'il qui demanda congee 
de VOU8 hyer soir^ qui ma parlee et requis d^amour pour 
toucher avecques moy, et ae votM ne le croyez mye, leuez 
9US tost et vestez nous en ma robe et appareiUiez vous a 
matnere et guise de moy, et alez vous a verger et latendez 
un poy, et vous verez maintenant comment il venra de men 
ravoyer. Doncques le seignor se commenca pour estre 
marrif et dist; que dea est ee voir que jIu dis vraiment. 
Mom seignor fist eUe, si est, Lars le seignor se leua bian 
vigoreusement comme un hontme forsenneZf et se vestoit 
eomme la dame luy auoit apris, et puis sen ala tres fort 
eourant deners le verger, de prouver ce que la dame luy 
mvoU comptee. 

Doncques dist la dame a Veseuier tout ainsi: monamy 
fist eUey nauez vous point de talent pour esbatre auecques 
moy. Par num aerment ma tres doulce dame fist yl, ie suis 
si desconfis et paoureux ou cuer, que ie nay plus, dappetit 
ne vouiantee pour esbattre avec vous, que vn petit e^asni 
que nentent poynt de mat. Ore fist eUe, faites vous vne 
chose que ie vous diray, et vous en aures mamour as tous 
jors mays deuant tous Us autres de monde sans /aire 
ehangemeni. Par nostre dame de Bouloigne fist U, ie le 
feray tres uoUmtiers seie le pourray, Maintenant fist 
elle, prenez un bon baston et alez vous au verger, et la vous 
trouverez mon seigiwi* arraiez a ma mamere et guyse de 
moy, et battez luy bian et downez luy des bons horions sur 
le dos, ainsi luy disant, vaten a ton lit maluaise putaigne 
que tu es, vaten de par le deable et de par sa mere ou tout^ 
ou aultrement ie te rumpeixu le col d^iaat que tu te bou- 
geras de cy. Car vraymentfist eUe ae vousfaytes ainsi il 
naura oncques mays apres male suspecion de nous, et en tel 
maniere nous pourrons /aire tout fiostre desir en temps 
auenir, bian et priuement sanz escient de lui ou d^aucun 
aultre. Si dieux mait ma tres graciause dame fist il, ie 
men yray vouUmtiers pour vostre comandement acompUr, 
Et quant il fut venu ou verger, il regardoit le se^or 
comme le grant deables, luy thnant des hourions tres bum 
assis, si comme la dame luy auoyt comandee, ainsi luy 
parlant comme il fut apris pardeSumt, Et tost apres (e 
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seignor se cura bian igneUement a sa chambre^ et puis dist 
le seignor a la dome ainsi. Dame fist ily cil escuyer de 
quay v&u8 me parlatea, ma tres maUmeHt battu, car il 
cuydoit que vou8 tfustez, par quoy ie say bian qu*il esi 
bian loyalx a vous et a moy^ et pour ce ie vowtferay tres 
bian acorder, car ce quHl afayt il ne lefst que settlement 
pour vous tampter. Ore mon seignor jisl eUe^je leferay 
a rostre comandement, et puis apres la dame e Vescuier 
auoient tout dis leur voulantee desbatement et desduyt 
sans esdent de nuly. Et en tel maniere le seignor Jut 
d-eceu par coyntise de une famme, quar pour la gremour 
partie toutes les fammes de monde sont playnes de maU 
'uaistee et trahison. Et pour ce le sage Salomon dit ou 
liure de sapience; que ny a malice en tout le monde que 
surmonte la malice du maluaisefemme: dont ie pri a dieu 
quHl nous vueille bian garder de eux. Amen, 
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Y Of km that said there were hut two ammumde- 

mentee. L 

IT -A Certayne Curate in the con trey there 
ifvas that preched in the pulpet of the ten 
comaundementys^ Sayeng that there were ten 
commaundementes that euery man should kepe, 
and he that brake any of them commytted 
syn how be it he sayd that somlyme it was 
dedefy and somtyme venyal^ But when it was 
dedely syn and whan venyall there were many 
doutes therin. IT And a mylner a yongman 
a mad felow that cam seldom to chyrch, and 
bad ben at very few sermons or none in all 
bis lyfe answered hym than shortely this wyse 
I meruayl msister person that ye say there be 
so many commaundementes and so many 
doutes^ For I neuer hard tell but of two com- 
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maundementes that b to saye commaunde me 
to you and commaunde me fro you Nor I neuer 
harde tell of more doutes but twayn that ys 
to say dout the cand^U and dout the fyre. At 
which answere all the people fell a laugh- 

By this tale a man may well perceyue that 
they that be brought vp withoute lemynge or 
good maner shall neuer be but rude and 
bestely all thoughe they haue good naturall 
wyttes. 

% Of the wyfe who lay with her preniys and caused him 
to beaie her huabande disguised m her rayment. \U 

IT A wyfe there was which had apoynted her 
prentys to com to her bed in the nyght which 
seruaunt had long woed her to h^ue hiis pie- 
sure which ac6rdyng to the apoyntement cain 
to her bed syde. in the night her husbande 
lyenge by her and wJian she perceyuyd hyni 
there she caught hym by the hande and hielde 
^hym fast and incontynept wakened her hus- 
bande and sayde Syr it is so ye haue a fals 
andanvntrue seruant which is wylliam your 
prentys and hath longe woyd me to haue hi^ 
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pleasure and because I coulde not auoyde his 
impoctunate request I liaue apoynted hym 
this txyqfut to mete me in the gardeyne in the 
herber and y£ ye ;wyil aray. your selfe in myii 
aray and go (theder ye .shall se the : profe 
therof and thim ye may. rebuke hym as ye 
tkyak best by your dyscrecyon^ this hus^mnde 
thus aduertysed by ^hys wyfe put upon hym 
his wyues rayment and went .to the herbar 
and whaB he uras gone thy der the psentyiS 
cam in to bed to his mastres where for a 
season Ihey wene bothe content and plesyd 
ech other by the space of an hour or ii.but 
wfaas she thoughte tyme conuenient she sayd 
to the prentyse tNow go^thy: way into the her- 
ber and mete hym and tak a good waster in 
thy hand and say thou dyd it. but to proue 
whether I wold be a good woman or no aud 
renrat d him as thou thinkyst best This prentys 
doyng after his mastres couucell went in to 
the: herber where he found his master in his 
mastres apparell and sayd. A thou harlot art 
thou ccmien hether now Iise well if I wold be 
hik to my master thou woldest be a strong 
hore but I had leuer thou were hangid than I 
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wold do him so trayteroas a ded therefor I 
shall gyve the som puDyshment as thou lyke 
an hore hast deseruyd and therwith lapt him 
well about the sholders and ; back and gaue 
him' a dosen or ii, good stripes the master 
felyng him selfe somwhat to smarte sayde 
peace wyllyam myn own trew good seruant 
for Goddis sake Ao/de thif handes for I am thy 
mayste|:.aad not thy maystres, nay hore quod 
ke^thau knowtsX thou art but an harlot and I 
f dyd but to proue the and smote him^^yn, 
hold hold quod the mayster I besech the no 
more for I am not she for I am thy maystariot 
I haue a berde, and therwith he sparyd hys 
hand and felt hys herd good mayster quod the 
prentyse I crye you mercy^ and then the 
mayster went unto hyswyfe and she askyd 
hym how he had sped and he answeryd Iwys 
wyfe I haue ben shrewdly betyn how be it I 
haue cause to be glad for I thank God I haue 
as trew a wyfe and as trew a seruant as any 
man hath in englonde. 

By thys tale ye may se that yt ys not wys- 
dome for a man to be rulyd alway after }di 
wyuys councell. 



f 0/ John Adroyns in the dyuyU apforell. Hi* 

ff It fortunyd that io a market towne in the 
collate of Suffolke there was a stage play in 
the which play one callyd John adroyns 
which . dwdlyd in a nother vyllage ii. myle 
^m thens playde the dyoyll. And when the 
play was done thys John adroyns in the 
euynyng departyd fro the sayde market towne 
to go home to hys own house because he had 
there no change of clothyng he went forth in 
hys dyjuylls apparell whych in the way com- 
yng homeward cam thorow a waren of conys 
belongyng to a.geiitylman of the vyllage wher 
be him self dwelt At whych tyme it fortunyd 
a preste a vycar of a churche tberby with ii. 
or iii. .other vntfaryfty felows had brought 
with them a hors a hey and a feret to thentent 
there to get conys and when the feret was 
in the yerth and the hey set ouer the path 
way where thys John adroyns shuld come 
thys prest and hys other felows saw hym come 
in the dyuyls rayment consideryng that they 
were in the dyuyls seruyce and stelyng of 
conys and supposyng it had ben the deuyll in 
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dede for fere ran away Thys John adroyns 
in tlie dyuyls rayment and because it was 
somwhat dark saw not tbe hay but n^ent forth 
in hast and itomblid therat and fell doun 
that with the fid he had almost broken his 
^,liek. But whan he was a lytyll renyuyd he 
lokyd up and spyed it was a hay to catch 
eonys and lokyd further and saw that ^ey 
ran away for fere of bun, and saw a horse 
tyed to a bush laden wyth conys whyoh they 
had taken and he toke the horse and the haye 
and lept upon the horse and rode 'to the gen- 
tylmannys place thet- was lorde of the warea 
to the entente to' haue thank for takyng^ 
suche a pray And whan he came/knokyd at 
the gatys To 'whome anone one of the gen- 
tylmannys seruanntys askyd who was there, 
and sodeinly openyd the gate and assone as 
he perceyuyd hym in the de«yls rayment was 
sodenly abashyd and sparryd the dore agaya^ 
and went in- to hys mayster, and sayd and 
sware to hys mayster that the dyuell was at 
the gate, and wolde coine in. The gentylman 
heryng hym say so callyd another of his ser- 
uauntys and bad hym go to the gate to knowe 
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who was tliere^ Thys s^onde seruaunt came 
to the gate durst not open it^ but askyd wytb 
k>wd voyce who was thete thys John Adroyns 
in the dyuyls aparell ^nsweryd wyth a hye 
voyce and sayd Tell thy oiayster I ttiust 
nedys speke wyth hym or I go Thys second 
seruaunt heryng *** 

8 Hnet tf the prigiMal are wmnHng. 

the deuyll in ded«-that is at the gate syttynge 
▼pon an horse laden with souies^ and be lykcr 
lyhode he is come for your soule purpo« ^ to 
lei him haveymif soule, and if he had your soule 
I • wene he shiilde be gim^ the gentyltaam than 
meruaylously abasshed, called his chaplayne 
and sayd let a candell be light and gette holy 
water and wente to the gate with as manye 
ffruantes as durste go with him, where the 
chaplayne with muche coniuracyon sayd. In 
the name of the ikther, sonne, and holy 
ghost I commande 'waA diarge the in the 
holy name of God, to tell ntie vfhertfore 
^%oii comeste hythel*. IF This John Adroynes 
in the deuyiis apparell seying them begynne 
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to coniure^ after such maoer sayd. Nay 
feare not me for I am a good deuyll^ I am 
John Adroynes your neygbboure in this 
towne, and he that playde the deuyll to day 
in the playe. I hryng my mayster a dosen or 
two of his owne conyes that were stolen in 
dede and theyr horse and theyr haye, and 
made them for feare to ronne awatfe, whanne 
they harde hym thus speke, by his voyce 
knewe hym well and opened the gate and lette 
hym come in. And so all the forsayd feare 
was turned to myrthe and disporte. 

By this tale ye may se that men feare many 
tymes more than they nede, whiche hatbe 
caused meg to beleue that sperytes and deuyls 
haue ben sene in dyuers places^ whan it bathe 
ben nothynge so. 

% 0/ the Ryche man and his two tonnes, it*. 

If There was a ryche man whiche lay sore 
sycke in his bedde to deth therefore his eldest 
Sonne came to hym and besechyd hym to gyue 
him hys blessyng, to whome the father sayde, 
Sonne thou shalt haue Goddes blessyng and 





myiie, and because thou hast beo euer good of 
condicyoDs Igiue and bequethe the all my lande, 
to whome he answered and sayd^ nay father I 
truste you shall lyue and occupy them your 
selfe full well by Goddes grace. Sone after 
came another sonne to him lyke wyse and 
desyred his blessyng^ to whome the father 
said my sonne thou hast ben euer kynde and 
gentyll I gyue the Goddes blessyng and myne. 
and I bequethe the all my mouable goodes, to 
whome he answered and said nay father I 
trust you shall lyue and do well and spende 
and vse your goodes yaursflf ♦ ♦ » ♦ 

8 Lintf wmUing, 

By this tale men may well perpeyue that 
yonge people that ♦»♦»«** theyr 
frendes counsell in youthe in tymes * » » * ♦ 
full ende. 

% OftheCockoldewhogamedaRingbyhiavidgment, !)» 

IT Two gentylmen of acquoyntaunce were 
apoynted to lye with a gentylwoman both in 
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bii€ nyf ht, the one nat knowyi^e of the othef 
at difuen kauns f Thys fyrste at fays houre 
apoynted came, and in the hedde chanced to 
lese a >rynge. The seconde- gentyhnan -whanne 
he came to hedde fortuned to fynde the same 
ryage, and whan he hadde gtayde earn tyme 
departed. And two or thre dayes after^ the 
fyrste gentylmanne ^eaw hys rynge on the 
others fynger and chatenged it of hym, and 
he refuted it and hadde hym tell where he 
had loste it: and he sayd in suche a ^enf^^ 
toomans hedde. Than quod the other and 
there founde I it. And the one gentyhnan 
wolde haue it, and the other said he shulde 
nat. Than they agreed to he decyded by the 
nexte man that they dyd mete. And it for- 
Huned them to mete the husbande of the said 
gentyll woman, and desyred hym of his tWg'- 
ment shewynge hym all the hole mater. Than 
quod he by my mdgmente he fhat ought the 
shetes shulde haue the rynge. Than quod 
they and for your good iudgement you shaU 
haue the rynge. 



^ ^t cjbe fif$Ut tlftat fade W A^tti to cloute^ laL 

^ In the Uniuefsyte of Oxeforde, there was a 
scojer thatdelyted moche to speke etoqueote 
^i^lysshe and curious termes^ and 4;aine to the 
dobler with his shoes whyche were p;^d 
before (as* they used that tyme) to have them 
clouted, and sayde this wyse. Cobler I praye 
the sette two ^ryangyls and two semy cercles 
▼|>on my subpedy tales, and I shall jMiye the for 
thy laboure. The cobeler because he vnder^ 
stoode hym nat halfe answered shortely and 
sayd. Syr your eloquence passeth myne 
intelly^fnce But I promyse you yf he meddyll 
with me, the clowtynge of youre skoan shall 
cost you thre pens. 

By this t^le men may leme that it is foly to 
study to speke eloquently before them that 
be rude and vnlemed. 

• f '. !• r . - 

' •.* ■• '..■ 

f 0f iim t^t «Aiii t^at « Isonuni^ tongue i»«0 

IT A eertayn artificer in London > there was 
whychewas sore seke and couide n6t well dys^- 
gest his tmeat to whom a physioyon esLmto 
give hym councell and sayd that he must vse 
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to ete metis that be light of dige&tyon and 
small byrdys as sparowes swalowes and spe- 
cyally that byrd which is called a.vrngtaylev 
whose flessh is meruelouse lyght iDf dygestyon 
htf cause that byrd is euer mouying and styryng 
The sekeman herynge the phesicion satf so 
answered hym aad seyd; Syr yf t}iat be the 
cause that those byrdes be lyght of dyges- 
tyon. Than I know a mete moch lyghter of 
dygestyon than other sparow swallow or wag-; 
taile and that is my wyues tong, for it is neuer 
in rest bat euer meuying and sterryng. 

By this tale ye may leme a good generall 
rule of physyke 

% (Df t\t Wi^mtn tlftat folloiiieii %tt Uvktt\ %Vki* 
liatt«0 liere attv Inept* ML 

If A woman there was which had had iiii. 
husbandys It fourtuned also that this fourth 
husbande dyed and was brought to chyrche 
vpon the bere^ whom this woman folowed and 
made great mone and waxed very sory in so 
moche that her neyghbours thought she wolde 
swown and dye for sorow^ wherfore one of 
her gosseps cam to her and spake to her in 



• 



ber ere and bad her for Godds sake comfort 

herself and refrayne that lamentacion or ellys 

^ it wold hurt her and perauenture put her in 

ieopardy of her life. To whom this woman 

flosweryd and sayd I wys good gosyp I haue 

gre^ cause to morne if ye knew all for I haue 

kiyed iii. husbandes besyde this man but I 

^as neuer in the case that I am now^ For 

^We was not one of them but when that I 

'olowed the corse to chyrch yet I was sure of 

^n Qother husband before the corse cam out 

^^ffly house and now I am sure of no nother 

biisband and therfore ye may be sure I haue 

^eat cause to be sad and heuy. 

By thys tale ye may se that the olde pro- 
uerbe ys trew that it is as great pyte to se a 
woman wepe as a gose to go barefote. 

V (3Df t^t Ctfoman tl^st $Kfn in tnoet came t« 

If Another woman there was that kiielyd 
at the mas of requiem whyle the corse of her 
husbande lay on, the here in the chyrche. To 
whome a yonge man cam and spake wyth her 
in her ere as thoughe it had ben for som 
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mater conceniyng the funerallys^ howe be i 
he 'spake of no suche matter but onely wowy 
her that he myght be her husbamie, to who 
she answered imd sayde thus Syr by m 
trouthe I am sory that ye come so late for 
am sped all redy For I was made sure ye 
terday to another mad. 

< By thys tale ye maye perceyue that wome 
ofte tymes be wyse< and lothe to lose any 
tyme. 

f flDf t%t 90iilntt init}^ tit golvett Hornet, r* 

f A Marchaunt that thought to deride a 
mylner seyd vnto the mylner sy ttynge amonge 
company^ Sir I haue : bar de say that ettery 
trew mylner that tolly th trewlye bathe a gyl- 
den thombe^ the myllner answeryd and sayde 
it was true Than quod the marchant I pray 
the let me se thy thombe and when the mylner 
shewyd hys thombe the marchant sayd I can 
not perceyue that thy thombe is gylt but it is 
as all other mens thombes be^ to whome the 
mylner answered and sayde, Syr treuthe it is 
that my thombe is gylt but ye haue no power 
to se it for there is a properteeuer incydent 
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vnto it that he that is a cockolde shall neiier 
haue power to se it. 

t ®f t%t Iftor^eman of 3ltelatilie ttat pra^vt 0cotter 
for to lange up tl[ie fcece«. jcL 

If One whiche was called Oconer an yrysshe 
lorde toke an horsman prisoner that was one 
of hys great enmys^ whiche for any request 
or entrety that the horsman made gaue iuge- 
ment that he sholde incontynent be hanged 
and made a frere to shryue hym and bad hym 
make hem redy to dye. Thys frere that 
shroue hym examyned hym of dyuers synnes 
and asked him amonge other whiche were the 
gretteste«synnes that euer he dyd this horsman 
answered and sayd one of the greatest actys 
that euer I dyd whiche I now most repent is 
that whan I toke Oconer the last weke in a 
chyrche and there I myght haue brennyd hym 
chyrche and all and because I had conscience 
and pyte of brennyng of the chyrche I taryed 
the tyme so long that Oconer escaped^ and 
that same deferrynge of brennynge of the 
chyrche and so longe taryeng of that tyme is 
one of the worst actes that euer I dyd wherof 



16 9, <r. fUttn'iatii, 

1 muste repent This frere perceuynge hym in 
that mynde sayde peace in the name of God 
and change thy mynde and dye in charite or 
els thou shalt neuer come in heuen, nay quod 
the horsman I wyll neuer chaunge that mynde 
what so euer shall come to my soulethysfrere 
perceyuynge hym thus styl contynew his minde 
cam to Oconer and sayde syr in the name of 
God haue some pyte vppon this mannys sowle 
and let hym not dye now tyl he he in a beter 
mynde^ For yf he dye now he is so ferre out 
of cheryte that vtterly his soule shall be 
dampned, and shewyd hym what minde he was 
in and all the hole mater as is before shewyd. 
Thys horsman herynge the frere thus intrete 
for hym sayd to Oconer thus, Oconer thou 
seest well by thys mannys reporte that yf I 
dye now 1 am out of charyte and not redy to 
go to heuen, and so it is that I am now out 
of charyte in dede but thou seest well that 
this frere is a good man and he is now well 
dysposed and in charyte, and he is redy to go 
to heuen and so am not 1 therfore I pray 
the hang vp this frere whyle that he is redy 
to go to heuen^ and let me tary tyl another 



tyme tbat I may be in charyte and redy and 
mete to go to heuen. Thys Oconer heryiog 
thys mad answere of bym sparyd the man and 
forgaue bym bys lyfc at tbat season. 

By tbys ye may se tbat be tbat is in danger 
of bys enmye tbat batb no pite be can do no 
beter but sbew to bym tbe vttermost of bis 
malycyous mynde wbycb tbat be berytb to 
ward bym. 

f 9)f tie pteeiait tlftat ffai^u notlftet Cotpuiai meti0 nn 

f The arcbdekyn of Essex tbat bad ben 
longe in auctorite in a tyme of vysytacyon 
wban all tbe prestys apperyd before bym 
called asyde iii. of tbe yonge prestys wbicb 
were acusyd tbat tby could not wel say tbeyr 
dyvyne seruyce, and askyd of tbem wben tbey 
sayd mas wbetber tbey sayd corpus mens or 
corpum meum. Tbe fyrst prest sayde tbat be 
sayd corpus mens. Tbe second sayd tbat be 
sayd corpum meum; And tban be asked of tbe 
thy rd bow be sayde, wbycbe answered and sayd 
tbus. Syr because it is so great a dout and 
dyuers men be in dyuers 6pyny6ns, tberfore 

3 



i 
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because I wolde be sore 1 wolde not offende 
whan I come to the place I kiie it clene out 
and say nothynge therfore, wherfore the 
bysshoppe than openly rebuked them all thre« 
But dyuers that were present thought more 
defaut in hym because he hym selfe before- 
tyme had admytted them to be prestys. 

By this tale ye may se that one ought to 
take hede how he rebukyth an other lest it 
tome moste to his owne rebuke. 

f flDf ti00 frneif Vittuf t^t tae Uutn vat tit tie 
]^eii ttoc tie otlfter tlie tifU, %iiL 

f Two freres satte at a gentylmans tabyll 
whiche had before hym on a iastyng day an 
ele and cut the hed of the ele and layd it 
Ypon one of the frerys trenchars, but tJie frere 
bycause he wold haue had of the middle parte 
of the ele sayd to the g^atylman he louyd no 
ele hedes, tbys gentylnMui also cut the tayle 
of the ele and layde it on die other irevys 
trenchar he lyke wyse because he wi^de haue 
had of the mydAle parte of the ele sayde he 
loued no ek tayks. This gentylman per- 
ceuynge that gaue the tayle to hym that sayd 



he Idtiyd not the bed^ aad gaue the hed td 
hjm fb&t sajd he lotted not the tayle. And 
as fore the myddeU part of the ek he ete parte 
hym selfe and parte he gliue to other folke at 
the table^ wherfore these freres for angeif 
wolde ete neuer a diorsell^ and so they for al 
theyr craft and stibtylte were not only de- 
ceyued of the best i&orseU of the ele, but 
therof had no parte at all. 

By this ye se that they that eouet the best 
parte somtyme therfore lese the meane parte 
and all. 

f l^f i^i toelele mun Hit intent l^m f«t tteftf ngr 
sf t?i( &0ts in t%t ftf ii»ip« %iii^ 

V A WELGHEMAN dwellynge in u wylde place 
of walys cam to hys ctti^te in the tyme of 
leifte aiid was coDfessyd, and when fays oon- 
&i^on was in maaier at the end the eujate 
a^kyd hym aild he had any other tbyng to say 
that glr€tfyd his conscience which sore abasshid 
vammertd no word^ a ^reat whyle, at last by 
ci«lK>rtacyon of his goostly fader he !(ayde that 
tb«n> wss one ^yng in his iifynde that gremtly 
gfieu^ bk conscy ence which be was asshamed 
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to vtter, for it was so greuous that he trowed 
God wold neuer forgyue hym ,to whom the 
curate answerd and sayd that Goddes mercy 
was aboue all^ and bad hym not dyspayre in 
the mercy of God, For what so euer it was yf 
he were repentant that God wolde forgyue 
hym. IT And so by longe exortacyon at the 
last he shtewyd it and seyde thus, Syr it hap-, 
penyd ones that as. my wyfe was makynge a 
chese vpon a fry day I wolde fayne haue sayed 
whether it had ben salt or fresshe and toke 
a lytyll of the whey in my hande and put it in 
my mouthe and or I was ware parte of it went 
downe my throte agaynst my wyll and so I 
brake my faste to whom the curate sayde and 
if there be non other thynge I warant God 
shall forgyue the. So whan he had well com- 
forted hym with the mercy of God the curate 
prayed hym to answere a questyon and to tell 
hym trueth, and when the welchman had pro- 
mysed to tell the truth the curate sayd that 
there were robberyes and murders done nye 
the place where he dwelte and diuers men found 
slayn and asked hym whether he knew aught 
poyntynge to any of them, to whom he an- 
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sweryd and sayd yes^ and sayd he had benpriuye 
to many of them and dyd helpe to robe and 
to slee dyuers of them. Then the curate 
asked hym why he dyd not conffesse hym therof 
the Welshman answeryd and sayde he toke that 
for no synne for it was a custome amongest 
them that whan any boty cam of any ryche 
merchant rydyng that it was but a trewe ney- 
boure dede one to help another when one 
callyd another^ and so they held it but for good 
felowshyp and neyghbourhood. 

Here maye ye se that some haue remorse of 
conscyence of small venyall HnnU and fere 
not to do gret offencys without shame of the 
worled or drede of God and as the comon pro- 
uerbe is they stumble at a strawe and lepe ouer 
a blocke. 

f ^tt\t metc^attitte of Honnon tl^at n^n pat noMejf 
In tl0 motitl^e tn 1)^0 net^e iieHTie* t^* 

IT A RYCHE couetous marchant there was that 
dwellid in london which euer gadei^d mony 
and could neuer fynd in hys hert to spend 
ought vpon hym selfe nor vpon no man els^ 
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wiMcbe fell sore syke, an4 as be h^e en bys 
detb be4 had hb purs lyenge at his beddys 
hede, and bad suche a loue to bis money th«t 
be pot his baude in his purs and toke out 
therof X, or xii li. in nobles and put tbem iu 
his moutb, And because his wy£e and other 
perc^ued hym very syke aad lyke to dye they 
exortyd bym to be eonfessyd and brought the 
curate vnto bym which when they bad caused 
him to say Beuedicite the curate bad bym erye 
God mercy and shewe to hym his synoes Thau 
this seyck man began to sey I crey God mercy 
I baue offendyd in the vii. dedly synnes 9iid 
broken the x. commaundementes, and because 
of the gold in his mouth he muffled so in his 
speche that the curate could not well vnder^ 
stande hym^ wherfore the curat askyd bym 
what he had in his mouthe that letted his 
spech^ I wys mayster parsone quod the syke 
man muffelynge I haue nothyng in my mouthe 
but a lyttle money bycause I wot not whether 
I shal go I thought I wold take some spendypge 
money with me for I wot not wb^t n^de I shall 
haue therof, And iocoiitynent after that sayeng 
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dyed before he was confessyd or repentant 
that any man coulde perceyue^ and so by lykly- 
hod went to the deuyll 

By thb tale ye may se that they that all 
tbeyr lyoes wyll neaer do charyte to theyr 
neghbours, that Gk>d in tyme of theyr dethe 
wyll not sufire them to haue grace oi repen- 
taunoe. 

f a)C t^t mifintt tlfttt nutU 1^ nntun tf t|e taf !e( 
t)i>t Ktaie ft Kliepe. %iiL 

IT Thbrb was a certayne ryche husband man 
in a vyliage whiche louyd nuttes menielously 
well and sette trees of fylberdes and other 
nutte trees in his orcharde^ and norysshed them 
well all his lyfe^ and when he dyed he made 
his executours to make promyse to bery with 
him in his graue a ba^e of nuttes or els they 
sholde not be his executours^ which executcKtrs 
for fere of lesynge of theyre romes fulfilled 
his mynde and dyd so. It happenyd that the 
same nyghte after that he was beryed there 
was a mylner in a whyte cote cam to this 
mannes garden to the entent to stele a bagge 
of nuttes and in the way he met wyth a taykr 
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ill a black cote an vnthrift of hys acquayn- 
tance and shewyd hym hys intent. This tay- 
ler lykewyse shewyd hym that he intendyd 
the same tyme to stele a shqpe^ and so they 
bothe there agred to go forewarde euery man 
seuerally wyth hys purpose and after that 
they apoynted to make god chere eche wyth 
other and to mete agayn in the chyrch .porch, 
and he that cam fyrste to tarye for the other. 
This mylner when he had spede of hysnnttys 
came furst to the chyrch porch and there 
taryed for his felow and the mene whyle satte 
styll there and knakked nuttes. It fortuned 
than the sexten of the church because yt was 
about ix. of the cloke cam to ryng curfue and 
whan he lokyd in the porche and saJwe one 
all in whyte knakkynge nuttes, he had wente 
it had bene the dede man rysyn owt of hys 
graue knakkynge the nuttes that were beryed 
wyth hym and ran home agayne in all. hast 
and tolde to a krepyli that was in his house 
what he had sene, Thys crepyll thus herynge 
hym rebuked the sexten and sayd that yf he 
were able to go he wolde go thyder and con- 
iure the spyryte, by. my trouthe quod the sex- 



ten and yf thou darest do that I wyll here the 
on my neck and so they both agreed^ the sex- 
ten toke the creple on his nek and cam in to 
the chyrchyarde again and the mylner in the 
porch saw one comynge beryng a thynge on 
his necke had went it had ben the tayler com- 
ynge with the shepe and Tose vp to mete them 
and as he cam towarde them he asky4 and 
sayd.Is he fat, is he fat, the sexteh heryng hym 
sey so, for fere cast the crepull down and sayd 
fatte or I^ne take hym as he is, and ranne 
awaye, and the creple by myracle was made 
hole and ran away as fast as he or faster. 
Thys mylner perceyuyng that they were two 
and that one ran after an other thoiighte that 
one had spyed the tayler stelyng the shepe 
and that he had ron after hym to haue taken 
hym^ and fearyng that one had spyed hym also 
stelyiige the nuttes he for feare lefte hys nuttes 
behynd hym and as secretly as he cowde ran 
home to hys my 11. And anon after that he 
was gone the tayler cam wyth the stolen shepe 
vppon hys necke to the chyrche porche to 
seke the mylner and whan he fownde there the 
nutte shalys he supposyd that his felow had 
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ben tber and gone home as he was in dede 
wherfore he toke vp the shepe agayne on his 
neoke and went towarde the myll. But yet 
durynge this while the sexten which ranne 
away went not to hys owne house but went to 
the parysh prestys chamber, and shewyd hym 
how the spyryt of the man was rysen ont of 
hys graue knackyng nuttes as ye haue hard 
before, wherfore the prest sayd that h^ woMe 
go coniure hym yf the sexten wolde go wyth 
hym, and so they bothe agreed the prest dyd 
on hys surples and a stole about hys ned^e 
and toke holy water wyth hym and cam wyth 
the sexten toward the church, and as sone as 
he entred in the chyrche yard. The talyer 
¥ryth the whyte shepe on hys neck intendyt^ 
as I before haue shewyd yow to go downe to 
the myll met with them and had went that the 
prest in his surples had ben the mylner in his 
whyte cote and seyd to hym by God I haue 
hym I haue hym meanynge by the shepe that 
he had stolen, the prest perceyuynge the tayl- 
ler all in blake and a whyte thynge on hys 
uek had went it had ben the deuyll berying 
away the spyryte of the dede map that was 
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beryed and nin away as fast a» \^ ooude taking 
the way down towarde th« myl, aod the sexlen 
rwQyn^ after hyni. Tbys tayler seyiog one 
folowyng him had went that one had folowed 
the myloer to bane done hym som hurt and 
thought be wold folow if nede were to help 
ibe milner and went forth tyl he cam to the 
mill and knoeked at the myll dpre, the myloer 
beynge wyduo asked who was there, the tayler 
answeryd and sayd by 6od I haue caught one 
of them and made him sure and tyed hym 
fiist by the legges. But the mylner heryng 
him sey that he bad hym tyed fast by the 
Icgg^s had went it had ben the constable that 
had taken the tayler for stelyng of the shepe 
and had tyed hym by the legges and ferid 
that he had come to haue taken hym also for 
atelynge of the nuttes, wherfore the mylner 
opened a bak dore and ran away as fast as he 
could. The tayler herynge the backe dore 
openynge wente on the other syde of the myll 
and there saw the mylner ronnyng away and 
stode ther a lytyll whyle musyng wyth the 
shepe on his necke. Then was the parysshe 
preest and the sexten standynge there vnder 
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the mylhouse hydyog them for fere and saw 
the tayler agayn with the shepe on hys nek 
had wende styll it had ben the deuyll wyth 
the spyryt of the dede man of hys nek and 
for fere ran awaye, but because they knew not 
the grounde well^ the preste lepte into a dyche 
almoste ouer the hed, lyke to be drownyde 
that he cryed wyth a loude voyce help helpe. 
Than the tayler iokyd about and saw the myl- 
ner ronne away and the sexten a nother way 
and hard the preste creye helpe, had went it 
had ben the constable wyth a great company 
cryeng for helpe to take him and to bring 
hym to pry son for stelyng of the shepe, 
wberfore he threwe down the shepe and ran 
away another way as fast as he coud, and so 
euery man was afferd of ^other wythout cadse. 
By thys ye may se well it is foly for any man 
to fere a thyng to moche tyll that he se some 
profe or cause. 

"bt fottttHe. TliiL 

IT In the old world when all thyng coud speke 
the iiii. elementys mette to geder for many 



9, €^ 0ittt Z^ltff* 29 

(bynges whych they had to do because they 
must meddell aiway one wyth a uother : and 
had communicacion to gyder of dyuers maters, 
and by cause they coulde not conclude all 
Iheyr maters at that season they appoyntyd to 
breke communicacion for that tyme and to 
mete ^agayne another tyme, therfore eche one 
of them jhewed to other where theyr most 
abydyng was and where theii! felows shoulde 
iyode them, yf nede shuld requyre and fyrste 
the erthe sayde bretheme ye knowe well as for 
me I. am permanent al way and not remouable 
therfore ye may be sure to haue me alway 
whan ye lyste. The wather sayde yf ye lyst 
to seke me ye shall be sure to haue me under a 
toft of; gr^e rushes or elles in a womans eye. 
The.wyqde sayde; yf ye lyst to speke wyth me 
ye shall be sure to: haue ikie among aispyn leuys 
or els. in a womans tong. . Then quod the fyre 
yf any of you lyst to seke me, ye shall euer be 
sure to fynd me in a flynt stone or els in a 
womans harte. 

By thyS'tale ye may leme as well the pro- 
perte of the iiii. elementys as the proprete is 
of a woman 



30 9t €% £Bm ^Itf^* 

ittlii(e0 male, ictiiii. 

f Thbbb was a iustyce but late m the reame 
of englaad callyd master Vavesor a uery homely 
man and rnde ^ condycyons and louyd never 
to spend mych money. Thys master Vauysoot 
rode on i| tyme in his cyrcuyte in the northe 
contrey where he had agreed wyth the sheryf 
for a certain some of money for hys chains 
thorowe the shy re so that at eoery ione and 
lodgynge this master vanesoor payd for his 
owne costys It fortunyd so that when he earn 
to a certayn lodgyng he comauoded one Tur- 
pyn his seruattt to se tl»t he nsed good hus- 
bondry and to sane sudie thynges as were 
left and to cary it wytb hym to seme hym at 
the nexte baytynge^ Tbys tnrpyn doyng hys 
maystres commandement toke the broken bred 
broken mete and all sndi tbyng that was left 
and put it i his nraysters eloth sak. The wyfe 
of the hous perceyuing that he toke all f^iHke 
fn^entys and tytayle wytb hym that was 
left «id put it in the cloth sak^she brought vp 
the podage that was left in the pot and when 



9t €f Mtti Z^tff* 31 

tarpyn had torned his bake a lytyl asyde she 
pouryd the podage in to the cloth sake whych 
ran vpon hb robe of skarlet and other of his 
garmentys and rayed them very euyli that they 
were mych hurt therwytb« Thys turpyn so* 
deynly turnyd bym and saw it^ reuyled the 
wyfe therfore and ran to hys mayster and told 
hym what she had don, wherfore master V aue- 
sor incontinent caltyd the wyf and seyd to her 
thus. Thou drab quod he what hast thow don 
why hast thou poord the potage in my cloth 
sake and marrd my rayment and gere O syr 
quod the wyfe I know wel year a iudge of 
the realme and I perceyue by you, your mind 
is to do ryght and to haue that is your owen 
and your mynd is to haae all thing wytb you 
that ye haae payd for both broken mete and 
other thynges that is left and so it is reson 
that ye haue and therfore be cause your ser^ 
oant hath taken the broken mete and put it in 
your cloth sack I haue therin put the potage 
that be left because ye haue wel and truly 
payed for tbem yf I shoulde kepe ony thynge 
from yon that ye haue payed for paraduenture 
ye woU trobk me in the law a nother tyme« 
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Here ye may se that he that play th the 
nygarde to mych som tyme it torneth hym to 
hys owne losse. 

f iCf tit teeVBen mtn tl6>t came to ^enen to claj^me 
tlfteift ietftiffe. xi%. 

IT A CERTATN weddyd man there was whyche 
whan he was dede cam to heiieo gates to seynt 
peter and sayd he cam to ciayme hys bad here- 
tage whiche he had deseruyd Saynt Peter askyd 
hym what he was and he sayd a weddyd man^ 
anon Saynt peter openyd the gatys and bad 
hym to come in and sayde he was worthye to 
haue hys herytage bycause he had had much 
treble and was worthy to haue a crowne of 
glory. Anon after there cam a nother man 
that claymyd heuen and sayd to ISeynt Peter 
he had hade ii. wyues to whom Saynt peter 
answered and said come in for thou art worthy 
to haue a doble crown of glory for thou hast 
had doble trouble^ at the last there cam the 
thyrd claymynge his herytage and sayde to 
Saynt peter that he had had iii. wiues and 
desyryd to come in^ what quod Saynt Peter 
thou hast ben ones in troble and therof dely- 
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^eryd and than wylluigly woldy»t be troblyd 
a^iD and yet agayne therof delyueryd, and 
for all that coulde not beware the thyrde tyme, 
bat enterest wyllyngly in troble agayn there- 
fore go thy waye to hell for thou shalt neuer 
come in heuen for thou art tiot worthy. 

Thys tale is . a wamyng to them that haue 
bene twyse in paryll to beware how they come 
theiin Uie thyrd tyme 

% 0f t%tmnctunntt tiu t^n^tt ti0 mottne to 
fj^nlie cut to 0i^nf^t for ^i^n sioale» %%^ 

IT A RYCHE marchant of London there was 
that had one sonne that was somewhat vn- 
thryity therfore hys fader vppon hys deth bed 
called hym . to hym and sayde he knew well 
that he had ben vnthryfty how.be it yf he 
knew he wold amend hys condycyons hewolde 
make hym his executour and leue hym his 
goods so that he wolde promyse hym to pray 
for his soule and so fynde one dayly to syng 
for hym which thyng to performe his sonne 
there made a ^ythfuU promyse. After that 
this man made hym hys executour and dyed. 
But after that hys sonne kept such ryot that 

4 
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So short tyme he had wasted and spente sU 
and had nothyiige left imt a henne and a 
cocke that was bis faders. It ftMrtunyd tbui 
that one of hys Frendys came to hym and 
sayd be iVas sory that he had wasted so modi 
and askyd hym bow he wolde proforme his 
proaiyse isade to his fader that he wokle kepe 
one to syng for byn Thys yoi^man answered 
and sayde by God yet I wyll performe my 
promyse, for I wyll kepe this same cocke 
alyue styl and he wyi krow every ^y and so 
he shall synge euery day for my faders soule 
and so I wyl performe my promy^ wd 
ynough. 

By thys ye maye se that it is wysdome for a 
man to do good dedys hym selfe whyle he is 
iiere and not to trast to the prayer and prd^ 
myse of hys execntours. 

t]|^f«ett« jk%U 

IT There was a mayde stode by a r^ueis 
isyd'e in her smoke wasshynge elollies^ Ami 
as she stovped frfttymes her aiaecke ^cdeued 
betwefne her buttockkes^ By Hvtone there 
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earn a frere seynge her aqd sayde in sport^, 
Mayde wayde take hede for Bay^rde bytes 
on the brydell Nay wys master frere quod 
the maydeo he doth but wype bys mouthe and 
wenyth ye wyll come and kysse hym. 

By thys ye may se that womans answer is 
aeiier to seke. 

f S>( tie t)f e ^t^t mtff^ K»f 9Hf^nt, xxii^ 
If A CERTATN man there was dwellynge in a 
towne called Gotam that went to a £iyre iii 
myte for to bye shepe^ and as he cam ouer a 
bryge he met with one of hys neyghbonrs and 
told hym whether he went and askyd hym 
whych way he wold bryng them^ whyche sayd 
he wolde brynge them ouer the same bryge, 
nay quod the other man but thou shalt not^ by 
God quod 

4 lines of the original are wanting. 

BXfsie vpon a horse a neyhour of theyrs and 
piacienlJy askyd them what was the cause of 
theyr svaryau^oce which thaQ ^hf^yd jto hym 
tbe mHer and c^LMSe as ye haue harde. Thys 
thyrde man the mylner hegftme for to rebuke 
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them by a famylyer example aod toke his 
sacke of mele from his horse backe and 
opeDyd it and pouryd all the mele in the sacke 
ouer the brydge into the ronnynge ryuer 
wherby all the mele was lost and say.de thus 
by my trouthe neybours beci^use ye stryue for 
dryuynge ouer the brydge those shepe which 
be not yet boughte nor wotte not where they 
be me thynketh therfore there is euen as 
moche wytte in your hedes as there is mele 
now in my saeke, 

Thys tale shewyth you that som man takyth 
upon him for to teche other men wysdome when 
he is but a fole hymseife. 

% 0f t)e src^e frete tliat an^toeten ^in jftuf* 

ttntu TxiiL 

IT A MAN there was that cam to confe^sse hym 
to a prest and tolde hym that he had layne 
with a yonge gentyli woman the prest then 
asked hym in what place and he sayde it was 
in * ♦ ♦ all nyght longe in a soft 
warme bed the frere herynge that * * 

thys and sayd^ Now by swete seynt Francys 
then wast thou very » , ♦ • 
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» 
• 

f A CHANDELER beynge a wydower dwell- 
ynge at Holborne ntert Loodon had a fayr 
doughter^ whom a yoDge gentelman of daiiys 
ynne woyd sore to haue his pleasure of her^ 
whyche by loDge sute to her made at the last 
graunted hym and poynted hym to com upon 
a nyghte to her faders hous in the euenynge 
and she wold conuey hym into her chamber 
secretly which was an inner chamber within 
her faders chamber^ So accordynge to the 
poyntment ail thynge was performed so that 
he lay wyth her all nyght and made good 
chere tell about foure a clocke in the morn- 
ynge^ at whyche tyme it fortunyd this yonge 
gentylman fell a coughynge, which cam vpon 
hym so sore that he could not refrayn. This 
wench than fering her fader that lay in the 
next chamber bad hjm go put his hede in the 
draught lest that her fader shold here him^ 
which after her councel rose in bis shyrte and 
so d yd, but than because of the sauour of the 
draught it caused hym to coughe moche more 
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and louder that the* wenchys fader herde it, i« 
and askyd of hys daughter what man it vras 
that coughed in her chambel* she answered 
and said no body but elier this yong maft 
coughed styll more and more whom the iader 
herydge sayd by Ooddes body bote thou lyest 
I wyll se who is there and rose out of his 
foedde^ Thys wenche perceyued her fader 
rysinge cam to the gentylman and sayde take 
hede syr to your selfe for my fader comyth, 
This gentyltnan sodeynly therwyth ab^sshyd 
wolde haUe puHyd his hede oute of the 
dtaughte hole which was very streyghte for 
hys hede that he puliyd the sege borde vp 
therwyth^ and hangyng about his neck rat 
vpon the fader beynge an olde man and gaire 
bym a great fall add bare 

• 

t Hum tMmlii^, 

there was two inr thre skyttysfc borses^ wbydi 
when tbey se this gentylmm roimyng «tait 
asyde and threwe downe the cart wyth coiys 
and drew bache and brake the carte rope 
wberby tiie colys fell out some tn one place 
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aad smne in aootber, and after the hoFses brake 
theyr tr^^ys and ranne some towarde smyth- 
felde s|nd som toward newgate that the colyar 
ran. after them and was an houre and more or 
euer he ooulde gette his horses to gyder agayne, 
by which tyme the people of the strete were 
rysen and cam to the place and saw yt strawyri 
with eoly^ euery one fo|r hys parte gaderyd 
vp the colics tyll the most parte of the coles 
were gone or the colyar had got his horses 
ag^n^ne^ Dun/ng thys whyle the gentylnian 
went thrugh seynt andrews chyrch ytfrde 
towarde Dauys Inne, and there met with th^ 
sexten oommynge to attende to ring the bell 
fat* morow iQas, whyth whan he saw the geqtyj- 
man in the chyrehe yarde in hy9 shyrt wytb 
the draught borde about his neck had weud 
it had hen a spryt and rried alas alas a spryt 
and ran back again to his house almost atte 
b * * for fere was almoste out of his wytte 
that he was the worse a long tyme after. This 
geatilman than because dauys ipne gatys Were 
not open ranne to the iacks^de apd Jiept ouejr 
the garden wal^ but in lepyng the drapgbt bord 
so troubled hym that he fell dowae ii^to the 
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gardyn and liad almoste broken his necke and 
ther he lay sty 11 tyll that the pry ncy pall cam 
into the garden^ which wan he saw hym l^e 
there had wente some man had ben slayne 
and there caste oner the' wall and durst not 
comie nye hym tyll he had callyd vp hys .com- 
panye which when many of the gentyhpan 
wer com to gether, loked well vppon hym 
and knewe hym and after releuyd hym^ but 
the horde that was about hys necke caused 
his bed so to swell that they coulde not gette 
it of tyll they were mynded to cutte it of with 
hatchet tys. Thus was the wenche well iaped, 
and for fere she ranne from her fader, her 
faders arme was hurte/ the colyar lost his 
coles, the sexton was almost out of hys wyjt, 
and the gentylman had almost brpke his 
necke, 

f 0f tl^e metcliantect lo^fe tl^ct 0a^ii fyt todQe 
t«ie a nap at nennon* %t^^ 

IF A MARCHANTYS wyfe there was in bowe 
parysh in London some what slepte in age to 
whom her mayde cam on a sonday in leate 
after dyner and sayde maystres quod she they 



2if €, 0ittt Zaltfi. 4J 

r^nge at say nte Thomas of acres for there 
shall be a sermon prechyd anon^ to whome 
the mastres answered and sayde mary Goddys 
blessynge haue thy harte for warnynge me 
thereof and because I slepte not well all this 
nyght I pray the bryngemy stole with me for 
I wyll go thyder to loke whether I can take a 
nappe there whyle the preest is precbynge. 

By this ye may se that many one !goth to 
chyrch as moch for other thynges as for 
dfeuocyon. 

IT i3Df tl^e loQman tliat ^atn anu ml^e {puen anotl^er 
fttt 0l^e tootue liaite a t^ckclntfi l^atte of "ttt 

Of the above tale but a few wordf remain in the fragment. 

f S>f tit genti^Iman tl^at lan^n^l^tr^ l^ia tctit in t^t 
genti^IlDomansi ta?ie. jcjcttu 

If A 6ENTYLMAN and gentylwoman satte to 
gyder talkyng which gentylman had great pain 
in one of his tethe and hapnyd to say to the 
gentyhvomsLU thus, I wys maystres I haue a 
tothe in my hede which greuyth me uery sore, 
wfaerfore I wold it were in your tayl. She 
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beryng biui My thisannDeryd thus in good fieiytb 
syr yf your tothe were in my tayle it coulde 
do it hut lytU good, but y f there be any thyoge 
in my tayle that can do your tothe good I 
wolde it were in your tothe. 

By this ye may se that ^ womans answere is 
seldome to seke. 

IT In the tyme of lente a welcheman cam to 
be confessyd of his curate whych in his con- 
fessyon sayde that he had kylled a frere to 
whome the curate sayd he coulde nat assoyle 
hym^ yes quod the welchman yf thou knewest' 
all thou woldest assoyle me well yoougbe, and 
when the curate had commandyd hym to shew 
bym ail the case he sayd thus^ mary there 
were ii. freres and I liiyght haue slayn them 
botbe yf I had lyst but I let the oae scape^ 
therfore mayster curate set the tone agaynst 
the tother and than the offence is not so great 
but ye may assoyle me well ynoughe. 

By this ye may se that dyuers men haue so 
.«uyll and larg conscyence that they thynke yf 
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they do one good dede or refrayn from doynge 
of one euyll synne that yt ys satysfaccyon for 
other tynnes and ofencys. 

f iDf tl^e l»tltitmm t)gt coune tttt ^ette hat a 

ll^ttU tnale^ %vij:^ 

5r There was a company of gentylman in 
Northamptonshyre which went to hunte for 
dere in the porlews in the gollet besyde stony 
Stratford Amonge which gentylmen there was 
one which had a welchman to his seruante 
a good archer, whiche whan they cam to a 
place where they thought they should Jind dere 
apoynted thys welchman to stand still and for- 
bade him in any wyse to shote at no rascal 
dere^ but to nuke sure of the greate male and 
spare not, well quod this welchman / will do 
so^ anon cam by many greate dere and Ras- 
call hut ener he lette them go and toke no 
hede to them. And within an houre after 
he saw com rydynge on the hye waye a man 
of the contrey whych had a boget hangynge at 
hys sadyll bowe. And whan this welcheman 
had espyed hym he bad hym stande and began 
to drawe his bow and bad hym delyuer that 
lytell male that hunge at his sadyil bowe« 
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Thys man for fere^ of hys lyfe was glad to 
delyuer hym hys boget and so dyd and than 
rode hys waye and was^lad he was so escajnfd^ 
And when this man of the contrey was gone 
thys welchemaa was very glad and wente in- 
contynente to seke hys mayster and at the 
laste founde hym wyth hys companye^ and 
whan. he. saw hym he came to hym and sayd 
thus^ Mayster by cottes plut and her nayle I 
haue stande yonder this two hourys and I 
Oolde se neuer a male but a lyttell male that a 
man had hangynge at his sadell bow and thet 
I haue goten and lo here it is, and toke his 
master the boget whicbe he had taken away 
from- the forsayd man, for the whiche dede 
bothe the mayster and the seruante were 
afterwarde in greate trouble. 

By this ye may lerne yt is greate folye for 
a mayster to putte a seruaunte to that besynes 
wherof he can nothynge sky 11 and wherin he 
liath not ben u^yd. 

IT 9Df tl^e fi^ettti^n logman tl^at Ht^t to a s^tnt^U matt 
vt imt a 'bttnttAottt attu nont htnttit* n%. 

IF A YONGE gentylraan of the age of xx yere 
somwhat dysposed to myrth and gaye, on a 



9t cr^ iWer; 3al20« 45 

tyme talked wyth a gentylwoman whyche was 
ryght wyse and also mery, thys gentylwoman 
as she talked with bym happenyd to loke vpon 
hys berde^ which was but yonge and somewhat 
growen vpon the ouer lyppe, and but lyttell 
growen benethe as all o^er yonge mennys 
berdes corny nly vse to' grow and sayd to hym 
thus^ Syr ye haue a berde aboue* and none 
beneth^ and he herynge her: say so, sayde in 
^porte, maystres ye haue a berde beneth and 
none aboue, mary quod she than set the tone 
agaynst the tother which answere made the 
gentylman 'so abasshed that he had not one 
worde to answere. 

f iDf tit ftttt t)at 0c^iie ont iLnne feu f;tte ^. 
people latt) iiU fi^H^ia* xTpL 

IF Therb was a certayn white frere whiche 
was a very glotton and a great nyggyn whiche 
had an vngracyouse boy that euer folowed 
hym and bare his cloke and what for the freres 
glotony and for his chorlysshnes the boy where 
he wente-cowlde scante gette meate ynoughe^ 
for the frere wolde eate almoste ail hym selfe. 
But on' a tyme the frere made a sermone in 
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and whether it were for the nonys or whether 
it cam oute at all aduenturys he had peiiyd to 
say thus in hys sermonr Ye wyues ye be so 
curyous in all your warkes that ye wot pot 
what ye meane, hut ye shold folow oure lady. 
For our lady was nothynge so curyous as ye 
be, but she was a good homely wenche.lyke 
the mylners doughter of Botteley • At wbych 
sayng all the parishons made gret laughyng 
and specyally they that knew that he loayd 
that same wenche. 

By this ye may se it is gret foly for a man 
that is suspectyd with any person to praise or 
to name the same parson openly lest it bryng 
hym in forther sclaunder. 

% SDf tlfte 0QQO matt tl^at na^te to )f0 tni^fe^e tan 

IT A PRE RB Lymytour come into a pore mannys 
howse in the countrey and because thys pore 
man thought thys frere myght do hym some 
good he therefore thought to make hym good 
chere But by cause hys wyfe wold dresse hym 
no good mete for coste, he therfore at dyner 
tyme sayd thus. By God wyfe by cause thou 
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dyddest dresse me no good inete to my dyner 
were it not for mayster frere, thou sbouldest 
baue halfe a dosyn strypes. Nay syr quod 
the frere I pray you spare not for me, wher- 
wyth the wyfe was angry and therfore at soup- 
per she caused them to fare wors. 

t S)f tit frere tin fiftH "^1^0 cl^i^tbe mnkt a Uten* 

BtU vetpfew wonts remain of this Tate. 

IT ^f ti$ genti^Imfttt t)at c0ieii tit ftttt for W 

tieuet. Txxtii^ 

IT In the terme tyme a good old gentylman 
beyng a lawyer cam to londan to the terme 
and as be cam he hapenyd to ouertake a frere 
which was an vnthrift and went alone wythout 
hys beuer wherfore this gentylman asked thys 
frere where was hys beuer that shold kepe 
bym company and sayd it was contrary to hys 
relygyon to go alone, and it wolde cause people 
to suppose bym to be som apostata or som 
vnthryft. By God syr quod the frere^ my 
beuer comma undeth hym unto your master- 
shyp, why quod the gentylman I knowe hym 

5 



60 9« €^ 4Kefc QStlsn^ 

not, than (quod the frere to the gentylmaii) ye 
are the more fole to aske for hym. 

By thys tale ye may se that he that geueth 
oouDtell to any vnthryft and fecAeth hym hys 
dutye shall hane oftymes but a mock for his 
labour. 

t (Of tit tin men tiat ct^t^e t)e tn^mtti* %n^^- 

IT Thre gentylmen cam^ into an Inne where 
a fayre woman was tapster wherfore as these 
thre satte there makynge mery ecfae of them 
kyssed her and made good pastyme and plesure 
howbeit one spake merley and sayde I can not 
se how this gentylwoman is able to make pas- 
tyme and pleasure to ts all thre excepte that 
she were departed in thre partes. By my 
trouthe quod one of them yf that she mygbt 
be departed than I volde chuse for my parte 
her bed and her fayre face that I myghte alway 
kysse her, Than quod the seconde I wolde 
haue the breste and harte for there lyeth her 
loue. Than quod the thyrd then ther is 
nothyng left for me but the loynys, buttockes 
and legges, I am contente to haue it for my 
parte. And whan these gentylmen had passed 
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the tyme there by the spiace of one houlr or 
ii. they toke thcyr leue and were goynge awaye 
bat or they went the thyrd man whych had 
chosen the bely and the buttockys did kys the 
tapyster and bad her fkrewell, what quod the 
fyrste man that had chosen the face and the 
mouth why dost thou so^ thou dost me wronge 
to kysse my parte that I haue chosen of her^ 

quod the other I pray the be nat angry for 

1 am contente that thou shalt kys my parte 
for it. 

f iDf t)e genti^Imait tint tanglftt 16 i0 coolte tlftt 

If In essex there dweliyd a mery gentylman 
whyche had a coke caliyd Thomas that was 
greatly dysseasyd with the tothake and com- 
playnyd to fays mayster therof whych sayd he 
had a boke of medecins and sayd he wold 
loke vp hys boke to se whether he could fynd 
amy medecyn therin for it, and so send one of 
hys doughters to hys study for hys boke, 
and incontynent lokyd uppon yt a long season^ 
and than sayd thus to hys coke. Thomas 
quod he here is a medesyn for your tothake 
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and yt ys a charm but yt wyl do you no good 
except ye knele on your knees and aske yt 
for sent charyte. Thys man glad to be relesyd 
of hys payn kneled and sayd mayster for seint 
charyte let me haue that medecyne. Than 
quod thys gentylman knele on your knees and 
say after me^ whyche knelyd downe and sayd 
after hym as he bad hym. Thys gentylman 
began and sayd thus. The son on the sonday. 
The son on the sonday quod Thomas. The 
mone on the monday^ the mone on the monday. 
The trynyte on the tewsyday^ the trynyte on 
the tewsday. The wyt on the wednysday, the 
wyt on the wednysday The holy hofy thurs- 
day, the holy holy thursday. And all that 
fast on fryday^ and all that feist on fryday^ 
Shyte in thy mouthe on saterday. Thys Tho- 
mas coke heryng hys mayster thus mokkyog 
hym in anger stert vp and sayd by Goddys 
body mokkyng churle I wyll neuer do the 
seruyce more. And went forth to hys chamber 
to gete hys gere to geder to then tent to haue 
gon thens by and by^ but what for the anger 
that he toke wyth his mayster for the mok that 
he gaue hym^ and what for labor that he toke 
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to geder hys gere so shortly to geder^ the 
payne of the tothake went from hym. incon- 
tyaent that hys mayster cam to hym and made 
hym to tary styll^ and tolde hym that hys 
charme was the cause of the ease of the payne 
of the tothake. 

By thys tale ye may se that anger oftymes 
puttyth away the bodely payne. 

f fl)f tit i^enti^Imatt tl^at ptmrn^atn t)e 0colet of 
a)jcfotlie a 0atcettet t^pet. %%%iv* 

IT A SKOLER of oxford latley made mayster 
of art cam in to the cyte of london and in 
poulys mette with the sayd mery ^entylman of 
essexy which was euer disposyd to play many 
mery pageantys^ wyth whom before he had 
bene of famylyer accoyntaunce and prayd 
hym to gyve hym a sercenet typet^ This 
gentylman more lyberall of promyse than of 
gyfte grauntyd hym he shold haue one yf h& 
wold com to hys lodgyng to the synne of the 
bull wythout byshops gate in the next mom- 
ynge at vL of the cloke. Thys scoler thankyd 
hym and for that nyght departyd to hys lodg- 
yng in flete strete, and in the momyng erely 
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IS he poyntyd cam to hym to the sygne of the 
bull, And as thys gentylman saw hym he 
had hym go wyth hym in to the Cyte and he 
sholde be sped anon whyche inoontynent went 
togyder tyll he cam in to seynt Laurence 
church in the lury where the gentylman espyed 
a preste raueshyd to masse and told the skol- 
ler that yonder is the preste that hath the 
typet for you and bad hym knele downe in 
the pew and he shold speke to hym for it and 
incontynent thys gentylman went to the preest 
and sayd. Syr here is a skoller a kynnysman of 
myne gretly dyseasyd wyth the cbyncongh. I 
pray you whan masse is donne gyue hym iii 
draughtys of your chales. The preest grantyd 
hym and tornyd hym to the skoler and sayd, 
Syr I shall seme you as sone as I haue sayd 
masse^ The skoler than taryed styll and herd 
the mas trusting that whan the masse was 
done that the preste wold gyue hym hys typet 
of sarcenet. Thys gentylman in the jneane 
whyle departyd out of the chyrche. Thys 
preste whan mas was done putte wyne in the 
chales. And cam to the skoler knelyng in the 
pew profferyng hym to drynk of the chales. 



thyd skoler lokyd upon hym and musyd and 
sayd why master parson wherfore profer ye 
me the chales^mary quod the prest for the 
gentylman told me ye were dysseasyd with 
the chyncough and prayd me therfor that for 
a medecyne ye might drynk of the chales. 
Nay by seynt mary quod the scoier he pro- 
mysyd me ye shulde delyuer me a typet of 
sarcenet. Nay quod the preest he spake to 
me of no typet but he desyred me to gyue 
yow drynk of the chales for the chyncough. 
By Goddis body quod the scoier he is as he 
was euer wont to be, but a mokkyng wretch 
and euer I lyue I shall quyte hym and so 
departid out of the church in great anger. 

By thys tale ye may percyue it is no wysdom 
for a man to truste to a man to do a thyng 
that is contrary to hys old accustumyd con- 
dycyons. 

% 0f mai?0tet tiitlun t)«t Btott|^)te tit "btiiiiit^ 
0f jftittnicl^e ii {e0«ttnt||0«. %L 

IT It fortuned ther was a great varyance bi- 
twen the bysshop of Norwych and one mays^ 
ter Skelton a poyet lauryat In so much that 



56 9/ C« iWetc QUh0« 

the bysshop commauodyd hym that he sbuld 
not come hi his gatys, Thys mayster skelton 
dyd absent hym selie for a long seson. Bat 
at the laste he thought to do bys dewty to 
hym and studyed weys how be myght obtayne 
the bysshopys fanour^ and determynyd hem 
self that he wold come to hym wyth some pre- 
sent and humble hym self to the byshop and 
gat a cople of Fesantes and cam to the byssh- 
uppys place and requyryd the pprter he 
myghte come in to speke wyth my lord. This 
porter knowyng his lordys pleasure wold not 
suffer him to come in at the gatys wherfor thys 
mayster skelton went on the baksyde to seke 
some other way to come in to the place. But 
the place was motyd that he cowlde se no way 
to come ouer except in one place where there 
lay a long tree ouer the motte in maner of 9 
brydge that was fallyn down wyth wyqd^ wher- 
fore thys mayster skelton went a long vpon 
the tree to come ouer and whan he was almost 
ouer hys fote slyppyd for lak of sure fotyng 
and fel in to the mote vp to myddyll : but at 
the last he recoueryd hym self and as well as 
he coud dryed hymself ageyue, and sodeuly 
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cam to the by shop beyng in hys hall than 
lately Tysen.from dyner^ whyche whan he saw 
Skelton commyng sodeniy sayd to hym^ why 
tbow caytyfe^ I warnyd the thow shuldys neuer 
come in at my gatys and chargyd my porter 
to kepe the out, Forsoth my lorde quod 
Skelton though ye gaue suche charge, and 
though your gatys by neuer so suerly kept yet 
y t ys no more possible to kepe me out of your 
dory« than to kepe out crowes or pyes for I 
cam not in at your gatys but I cam ouer the 
mote that I haue ben almost drownyd for my 
labour, and shewyd hys clothys how euyll he 
was arayed, whych causyd many that stode 
therby to laughe apace. Than quod Skehon 
yf it lyke your lordeshyp I haue brought you 
a dyshe to your super a cople of Fes.antes. 
Nay quod the byshop I defy the and thy 
Fesantys also and wrech as thou art pyke the 
out of my howse for I wyll none of thy gyfl 

Skelton than consyderynge that the bysshoppe 
called hym fole so ofte sayd to one of hys 
famylyers thereby, that thoughe it were euyll 
to be christened a fole, yet it lyas moche worse 
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to be confyrmed a fole of sache a byssfaoppe, 
tor the name of confyrmacyoii muste nedes 
abyde Tberfore he ymagened howe he myghte 
auoyde that coaiyrraacyoD, and mused a whyle 
and at the laste sayde to the byssbope thus. 
If your lordeshype knewe the names of these 
fesantes ye wold be contente to take them, 
why caytefe quod the bisshoppe hastly and 
angrey what be theyr names^ ywys my lorde 
quod Skelton this fesante is called Alpha 
which is in primys the fyrst, and this is called 
O that b novissimus the last and for the more 
playne vnderstandynge of my mynde if it 
plese your lordeshype to take them I promyse 
you this alpha is the fyrste that euer I gaue 
you and this O is the laste that euer I wyll 
gyue you whyle I lyue. At which answere all 
that were by made great lauj^ter and they all 
desired the Buhoppe to be good lorde vnto 
faim for his merye conceytes^ at which earnest 
entrety as it wente the byssbope was contente 
lo take hym vnto his fauer agayne. 

By thys tale ye may se that mery conceytes 
dothe a man more good than to frete hymselle 
with an^^ and melancholy. 



% 0f tl6< Iceman of gacte t)8t dai^ii fie toolBe Ibrte 

f A TOMAN of the kynges garde dwellyoge in 
a yyllage besyde Loadoa had a very fayre 
yooge wyfe. To whome a carter 4>f the l#WBe a 
MfT^feliowe resorted and laye with her dyuers 
tymes whan her husbande was on garde and 
thys was so openly knowen that all the towne 
spake therof A ceriaine yonge man of the 
towne well acquointyd with thys yeman told 
him that suche a carter hadde layne by his 
wyfe. To whome this yeman of the gurde 
sware by Goddes body if he mette with hym 
it should go horde hut he wolde bete him well, 
hey quod the yonge man if ye go streyght 
euen nowe the right way ye shall ouertake 
faim dryuyng a carte laden with haye towarde 
London wherfore the yeman of the garde 
incontynent rode after this carter, and within 
shorte space overtoke him and knewe him well 
ynoughe and incontynent called the carter to 
hym and sayd thus. Syrra 1 vnderstande that 
thou doste lye euery nyght with my wyfe whan 
I am from home. This carter beynge no 
thyng afrayde of hym answered ye marry 
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what than, what than quod the yeman of 
garde by Goddys harte haddest thou nat tolde 
me truth I wolde haue broke thy hede. And 
so the yeman of garde retouraed and no hurte 
done no stroke stryken nor proferyed. 

By this ye may se that the greatyst crakers 
somtyme whan it commetfa to the profe be 
moste cowardes. 

% Of thefoU that made he had leuergo to hM thm U 

heuen. j^iL 

IT A POLE there was that dwelled with a gen- 
tylman in the countrey whiche was called a 
great tyraunte and an extorcyoner. But this 
fole loued his mayster meniaylously because 
he cherysshed hym so well. It happened * * 

'9 Unet woMting, 

to beuen^ for I had leuer go to hell, than the 
other asked hym why he had leuer go to 
hell by my trouthe quod the fole for I wyll 
go with my master and I am sure my master 
shall go to hell. For euery man seyth he shall 
go to the deuyl in hell and therfore I wyll go 
thyder with hym. 



k 



f laDf tit 9lotDmann;0 0otttu tf^at auipit )e ^atoe 
dtte malke a go0e to cteie 0tDetel;» jcltiu 

f There was a certayn plowmaos son of the 
contrey of the age of xvi yeres that neuer 
coming moche amonge company but aiway 
went to plough and husbandry, on a tyme this 
yonge lad went to a weddyng with his fader 
where he se one lute vpon a lute, and whan 
he came home at nyght his moder asked hyni 
what sporte he had at weddynge. This lad 
answeryd and sayd by my trouth moder quod 
he there was one that brought a gose in his 
armes and tykled her so vpon the neck that 
she crekyd the swetlyest that I hard gose 
creke in my lyfe. 

% 0f tit itta;iie0 attdlDete tliiat tDa0 tDi^tlft 

IT At a merchauntes house in london there 
was a mayde whicbe was great with chylde to 
whom the maystres of the house cam and that 
comaunded her to tell her who was the fader of 
the chylde. To whom the mayde answered for- 
sooth no body, why quod the maystres it is not 



possyble but som man is the fader tberof. To 
whom the mayd answered why maystres why 
may not I haue a chyld without a man as nvell 
as hennyt lay eggyt witbhout a cocke. 

By this ye may se it is harde to fynde a 
woman wytbout an excuse. 

V fi>f tit nentanvt tint r?wt?« toit) j^f miifif^ 

ttt* %U^ 

f A GBNTLEMAN there was dwellynge nygh 
Kyngston upon tamys and rydynge in the con- 
trey with his seruaont which was not the 
quyckest felowe but rode alway sadly by hU 
mobsters side and uttered uery fewe wordys. 
Hys mayster sayd to him wherefore rydytt 
thou so saddly I wolde have the tell me 
some tale to beguyle the tyme with by my 
trouthe mayster quod he I can tell no tale, 
then sayd his mayster canst thou not synge no 
by my trouthe quod he I coulde neuer synge 
in all my lyfe, quod the mayster ttinst thou 
ryme no by my trouthe quod he I can not but 
yf ye wyll begyn to ryme I wyll folow as well 
as I can, by my trouth quod the mayster that 
is well therfore I wyll begyn to make a ryme 
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let me se how well thou canst folowe thy nays* 
ter meanwhyle and then began to ryme thus. 
Many mennys swannys swymme in temmys 
and so do myne. Then quod the seruant 
And many a man lyeth by other mennys wyues 
and so do I by thyne^ what dost thou horesoa 
quod the mayster^ by my trouthe mayster no 
thynge quod he but make yp the ryme but 
quod the mayster I charge the tell me why 
thou sayest so forsothe mayster quod he for 
nothynge in the worlde but to make vp your 
ryme. Than quod the mayster, yf thou doist 
for nothynge ellys I am content. So the 
mayster forgaue hym hys saynge all thoughe 
he sayd trouthe peraduenture. 

f ^f tit toelctemati tl^at iiel;aeceii tl^e Xtttn to t^e 

ape. %li»U 

ijirtt lines wanting, 

fauoure to his seruant, and commaunded his 
seruant shortely to br^fig'e hi/m an answere. 
This welcheman came to the chele lustyce 
place and at the gate saw an ape syttynge 
there in a cote made for hym as they use to 
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i^ppartU apes for disporte. This welcheman 
dyd of his cappe and made curtsye to the 
ape and sayd. My mayster recommendeth 
bym to my lorde youre father and sendeth 
hym here a letter. This ape toke this letter 
and opened it and lokyd tkeren and after 
lokyd vpon the man makynge many mockes 
and moyes as the propertyes of apes is to do. 
This welcheman because he ynderstood hym 
nat came agayne to his mayster accordynge to 
his commaundes and tolde hym he delyuered 
the letter vnto my lorde chefe iustyce sonne 
who was at the gate in a furred cote. Anone 
his mayster asked hym what answere he 
broughte. The man sayd he gaue hym an 
answere but it was other frenche or laten for 
he understode him nat. But syr quod he 
ye nede nat to fere for I saw in his counte- 
naunce so mocbe that I warrante you he wyll 
do your errande to my lorde his father. This 
gentylman in truste therof made not %nye far- 
ther suite, For lacke wherof his seruaunte 
that had done the felonye within a monthe 
after was rayned at the kynges benche and 
caste and afterwarde hanged. 
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By this ye may se that euery wyse man 
ought to take hede that he sende not afolysshe 
seruaunte vpon a hasty message that is a 
matter of nede, 

f 0>f l^m tiat fitHtkt ti^i^^t nottg^t. tltiii. 

IT A certaint felowe there, was whicbe profered 
a dagger to sell to a felowe the which answered 
him and sayd that he had ryght nought to 
giue therfore^ wherefore the other sayde that 
he shulde haue hys dagger upon condycyon 
that he shulde gyue and delyuer ynto hym 
therefore within Hi Dayes after ryghte nought^ 
or els forty shyllynges in money wheroit the 
other was contente. Thys bergayne thus agreed, 
he tha't shulde del^u^r his ryght noughte toke 
no thoughte vntyll suche tyme that the day 
apoynted drewe nye. At the whiehe tyme he 
began to ymagen* howe he myght delyuer 
this man ryght nought. And fyrst of all 
he thought on a feder, a straw^ a pynnes 
poynte^ and suche other^ bat nothynge could 
he deuyse but that it was somwhat, wherfore 
he came home all sadde and pencyfe for sorowe 
of losynge of his x1. shyllynges^ and coulde 

6 



W 9, tf* 0ittt Silfiu 

ootfaer slepe oar take reste^ wherof hys wyfe 
beynge agreued, demaunded the caose of bis 
heuynes which at the last after many denayei 
tolde her all^ well syr quod she lette me here 
with alone^ and gette ye forthe a towne and I 
shall handell this matter well ynoughe. This 
man folowynge his wyfes counsell wente forthe 
of the 

Therfore syr quod she put your hande io 
yonder potte and take your money. This 
man beynge glad thrust his hande in it 
supposyng to haue taken xl. sbyllynges of 
money and thrust his hande thoroughe it 
Tp to the elbowe. Quod the wyfe than syr 
what haue ye there. Mary quod he ryghte 
nought. Syr quod she than haue ye youre 
bergayne and than my husbande bathe con- 
tented you for his dagger accordynge to his 
promyse. 

By this ye may se that oftentymes a womans 
wytte at an extremyte is moche better than 
a mans. 
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IT iSDf tlfte frete tlftst talBe tlfte tlftte clfti^Kvuct fot< 

f There was a frtrt lymyttour wbyebe 
w^te a lymy tty Dge to a certoyne towne wherin 
dwellyd a certayne ryche man of whome he 
netfcr cotUde gette the value of an halpeoy^ yet 
he thought he wolde go thyder and assaye them* 
And as he wente thyderwarde the wyfe stand- 
^fng at the dore perceyuynge hym eommynge 
a farre of, thoughte that he was eommynge thy- 
ther and by and by ranne in and badde her ohyl- 
dren standyng thereby^ that if the frere asked 
lor her say she was nat within. The frere 
mwe her runne in and suspected the cause 
waA came to the dore and asked for the wyfe^ 
The chyklren as they were bydden^ sayde that 
she was nat within. Than stode he styll 
lokynge on the chyldren^ and at the laste be 
called to hym the eldeste and badde hym 1^ 
bym se his hande and whan he saw hU hande 
O Jesu ^uod he what fortune for the is or^ 
dayned. Then he atked the seconde tonne te 
se his hande, and his hande sene the frere 
sayd O Jesu what destenye for the is prepared, 
Than loked he in the thyrde sonnes hand O 
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God quod be thy desteny is hardest of all and 
therwith wente he his way the un/fe heryng 
these tbioges, sodenly ranne out and called 
the frere againe and pra^fde him to come in^ 
and after to sytte downe^ and sette before hym 
aii the vtfirile that she had, And whan he had 
well eaten and dronken she besought hym to 
tell her the destenyes of her chyldren, which 
at the last after many ift^cif/^tM.tolde her 
that the* fyrste shulde be a beggar, the seconde 
a, thefe, the thyrde a homicyde, whiehe she 
bearynge fell downe in a soooe and toke it 
greuouslye. The frere comforted her and said 
that thoughe these were theyr fortunes there 
myght be remedy had; than she beso^ight him 
of his counsell, than said the frere you must 
make the eldest that shalbe a beggar a frere, 
and the seconde that shalbe a thefe a man 
of lawe, and the thyrde that shalbe an hpmi- 
cyde a phisicyon. 

By this tale ye may lerne that they that will 
come to the^ speche or presence of any per- 
sone for theyr owne cause they muste fyrste 
endeuer them selfeto shewe suche matters as 
those persones most delyte in. 
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f fl>f tit tot ^t^( ^^<^ ^^^ ^^^ i^^ ntajftertt 

4 Unet woMttng. 

ye quod the frere. Than wente the mian to 
the boye and sayd; syr thy mayster byddeth 
the gyue me xl. pens. I wyll nat quod the 
boye^ than called the man with an hye voyce 
to the frere and sayd syr he sayeth he wyll 
nat^ than quod the frere bete him, and whan 
the boye harde his mayster say so he gaue the 
man xl. pens. 

. By this ye may se it is foly for a man to 
say ye or nay to a matter excepte he knewe 
surely what the matter is. 

f a)f S'WtV ^vtnctt tit tocitt^ mail. 1^ 

IT A CERTAYNE bocher dwellynge in Saynt 
Nocolas Ftesshambles in Londou called Poule, 
had a seruaunte called Peter. Thys Peter 
CD a Sonday was at the churche herynge 
masse, and one of his felowes whose name 
was Phylyppe spencer was sente to call him 
at the commaundement of his maister. So itr 
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happened at the tyme that the curat precheA, 
And in his sermonde touched maoy auctoryties 
of the holy scriptures. Amooge all the wordes 
of the pystles of saynt Poule and phylypenses. 
Howe be nat onely bounde to beleue in Chryste 
but also to suffre for Chrystes sake and sayd 
these wordes in the pulpet what sayeth Poole 
and Phylyppenses to this. Thys yonge man 
that was called Philyppe Spenser hadde went 
be had spoken of faim^ answered shortely and 
sayd, nary syr he bad Peter come home and 
take his parte of a podynge, for he shulde go 
for a Calfe anone. The curate herynge this 
was abasshed and all the andyence made great 
laughter. 

By thys ye may se that it is no token of a 
wyse roan to gyue a soden answere to a ques- 
tyon before he know'e surely what the matter is. 

f (Df t%t cmitttn ana t^je carter. U^ 

f Therb came a courtyer by a carter the 
whiche in derysyon preysed the carters backe, 
legges and other membres of his body mer- 
uaylously whose gestynge the carter perceyued 
and sayde, he had another properte than the 
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courtyer espyed in hym^and whan the courtyer 
had demanded what it shulde be, be lokyd 
asyde ouer hys sbulder vpon the courtyer 
and sayde thus. Lo syr this is my propertie. 
I baue a walle eye iu my bede for I neuer loke 
oner my shulder thys wyse, but lyghtlye espye 
a knane. 

By this tale a man may se that be that usetb 
to deryde and mocke other folkes is somtyme 
him selfe more deryded and mocked. 

f CDf t|( ?esig man tl^at ptttfn \i0 UUia t» ucit 
Ib^nt t?i( paternoster. UL 

IT A TONGE man of the age of xx yere rude 
and unlemed in the tyme of lente came to his 
curate to be confessed whiche whan he was 
of his lyfe serched and examyned, could nat 
saye his Pater noster, wherfore hys confessoure 
exorted him to ieme his Pater noster, and 
shewed him what an holy and goodly prayer 
it was, and the effecte therof, and the vii. 
peticyons therin contayned, T/ie t. sanctifice- 
tur Sfc. halawed be thy name. The iu aduemat 
r^gnum ifc. thy kingdome come The Hi. fiat 
voluntas Sfc. thy will be done in earth as it is 
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in heuen. The tv. Panem nostrum Sfc. yeuetu 
our dayly ^nstenaunce alway and helpe vs as 
we haue and helpe them that haue oede of vs. 
The V. Dimitte &c. Forgyue vs our synnes 
done to the as we forgyue them that trespas 
agaynste vs. .The yi. fA, ne nos. Let vs oat 
be ouercome with euyll temptacyon. The vii# 
Sed libera &e. But delyuer us from all euyll. 
amen. And than his oonfessour after this 
exposicyon to hym made injoyned faym in 
penaunce to faste euery fryday on brede and 
water tyll he had his Pater noster well and 
sufficiently lemed. This yonge man mekely 
acceptyng his penaunce so departed and came 
home to one of his companyons and sayde to 
his felowe so it is that my gostely father hathe 
gyuen me in penaunce to faste euery fryday 
brede and water tyll I can say my Pater noster. 
Therfore I pray thee teche me my Pater noster 
and by my truthe I shall therfore teche the a 
songe of Robyn hode that shall be worthe xx* 
of it. 

' By thys tale ye may lerne to knowe the 
effecte of the holy pi'ayer of thie Pater noster 
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f l9Df fit fctitt%tLt ptecti^ti in t;me e);$ol0n^nge 
tl^e ate mstis. iUL 

f A CERTAYNE frere there was whiche.vpoa 
our Lady day the Annuncyacion made a ser- 
mon in the wbyte freres in London and began 
his antetexte this wyse. Aue maria gracia 
plena dominus tecum &c. These wordes quod 
the frere were spoken by the aungell Gabryell 
to cure ladye whan she conceyued Christe^ 
which is as moche to saye in our mother. tonge, 
as ail hayle Mary well thou be the sonne of 
God is with the. And furthermore the aungell 
sayde^ thou shalt conceyue and here a sonne^ 
And thou shalt call his name Jesum, and 
Elyzabeth thy swete cosyn, she shall conceyue 
the swete saynt John. And so proceded styll 
in his sermon in suche fonde ryme that dyuers 
and many gentylmen of the court that were 
there, began to smyle and laughe. The frere 
that perceyuyng said thus. M aysters I pray 
you harke I shall tell you a narracyon. There 
was ones a yonge preest that was nat all thq 
best clerke sayd masse and. redde a colept 
thus. Deus qui vigenti filii tui &c. wberfor^^ 
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he shulde haue said Toigeniti filii tui &c. And 
after whan masse was done there was sache a 
gentylman as one of you are nowe that had 
faerde thys masse came to the preest and sayde 
thus. Syr I pray you tell me howe many 
sonnes had God Almygbty^ quod the preest 
why aske you that. Mary syr quod the gen- 
tylman I suppose he had xx. sonnes^ for ye 
said right nowe^ Deus qui viginti iilii tui. The 
preest perceyuynge howe that he deryded 
hym^ answered hym shortely and said thus. 
Howe many sonnes so euer God Almyghty 
had^ I am sure that thou arte none of them 
for thou scomyst the worde of God^ And so 
sayde the frere in the pulpet^ No more ^re ye 
none of the chyldren of God for ye soorae 
and laughe at me nowe that preche to you 
the worde of God whiche 

3 Jfa«riMm/iiv* 

perceyue wel that the hest^ the wysyst and the 
most holyest matter that is by^ fond pronun- 
cyaeion and otterauns may be marryd^ nor 
shall not edyfye to the audyence. Therfore 
euery proces wold be vtteryd wyth wordys 
and countenaunce conuenyent to the matter. 
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Also yet by thys tale they that be voleniyd 
in the laten tonge may know the sestence of 
the Aue Maria. 

€ttnt. lia. 

IT In a wyllage in Warwyksbyre there was a 
parysh prest all though he wer no great clarke 
nor graduat of the voyuersyte, yet he prechid 
to bys paryshons vppon a sonday. Declaryng 
to them xii. artycles of the Crede. Shewyng 
them that the furst artycle was to beleue in 
God the fader almyghty maker of heuen and 
erth. The second To beleue in Jesu Cryste 
hys onely son our Lorde coequal wyth the 
fiider in all tbynges perteynyng to the deyte. 
The thyrd that he was conceyuyd of the holy 
goost Borne of the vyrgyn Mary. The fourthe 
that he suffred deth under Pons pykte and 
that he was crucyfyed dede and beryed^ The 
fyffc that he descended to hell and fet out the 
good sowlys that were in feyth and hope^ and 
than the thyrd day rose from deth to lyfe. 
The syxt he assendyd into heuen to the ryght 
syde of God the fader where he syttyth. The 
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seuynth^ that he shall come at the day of dome 
to Judge both us that bcf quyk and them that 
be dede. The eyght to beleue in the Holy 
Gost equall God wyth the fader and the 
sdne. The nynth In the holy ehurche Catholyk 
and in the holy communyon of sayntes. The 
tenth In the remyssyon of synnys. The 
levynth In the resurreccyon generall of the 
body and soule The twelfth in euerlastynge 
lyfe that God shall rewarde them that be 
good. And sayd to his paryshons further that 
these artycles ye be boudde to beleue for 
they be trewe of auctoryte. And yf you beleue 
not me, than for a more surete and sufiycyent 
auctoryte go your way to Coa^itre and there 
ye shall se them all playe in corpus cristi 
playe. 

* By redynge of this tale they that understand 
no laten may lerne to knowe the xii. articles 
of the fayth. 

f 9)f tit ftete ti^at pteclft^ii tit % csntmstttitie' 
, mentis. Ib^ 

f A LYMYTOUR of the gray freres in Lon- 
don whych prechyd in a certaine vyllage in 
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the cootrey in the tyme of his lymyfacyon, 
and had prechyd a sermon whych he had 
lernyd by hart^ that of the declaring of the 
X. commaundementis. The fyrst to beleue in 
one God and to honoure him abone all thynges. 
The seconde to.swere not in vayn by hym nor 
none of his creatures. The thyrde to absteyne 
from wordely operacyon on the holy day thou 
and all thy seruauntys of whome thou hast 
cherg. The fourthe to hoilour thy parentya 
and to helpe them in theyn neeessyte. The 
fyft to sle no man in dede not wyll nor for no 
hatred hurt his bodye nor good name* The 
syxte to do.no fornycacy on actually nor by no 
Tnlefull thought to desyre no fleshly delecta- 
cyon. The seuenthe to stele nor depryue no 
mannes goodes by thefte. 

9 Unea wauttMg, 

to couete nor des3rre no mannes goodes vn^ 
lefuUye. Thou shalt not desyre thy neygh- 
hours wyfe for thyhe owne apety te vnlaufuUy. 
And because this frere had preched this ser- 
monde so often^ one that had h^rde it before 
tolde the freres seruaunte that his maister vvas 
called frere John x. commaundementes. whex^ 



fbre this seruaoote shewed the frere his mayster 
therof and aduysed him to preche some ser- 
moade of some other matter, for it greued him 
to here his maister so deryded and to be called 
frere John x. eommauiidementes for euery 
man knoweth what ye wyll say as sone as 
euer ye begyn, because ye haue prechyd it so 
ofte, why than quod ^ frere I am sure thou 
knowest well whiche be the x commaunde- 
mentes that hast herde them so ofte declared 
ye syr quod the semaunte that I do. Than 
quod the frere I pray the reherse them vnto 
me nowe. Mary quod the semaunte they be 
these. Pryde, couetous, slouthe, enuy, wrathe, 
glotony, and lechery. 

By redyng thys tale ye may leme to knowe 
the X. commaundementes and the vii, dedely 
synnes. 

f tt>ft%t l»tU tt<t Ibtti let )«0lb«ttti( tu tit canHeH 

fl^0te. IHU 

If The husbande sayde to his wyfe thus wyse, 
by thb candell I dremed thys nyght that I was 
cockecolde To whom she answered and sayd 
husbande By this brede ye are none. Ttan 
sayd be wyfe eate the brede. She answered 

f 
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and sayd to her husbande than eate you the 
candell for you sware fyrste. 

By this a man may se that a womans answer 
is neuer to uke. 

f 0f tlfte mtn of latoetf 0onne0 annflDet^ \%iL 

f A WOMAN demaunded a questyon of a little 
chylde sonne unto a man of lawe of what 
crafte his father was, whiche chylde sayde, 
his father was a crafty e man of lawe. 

By this tale a man may perceyue that som^ 
tyme peraduenture yonge Innocentes speke 
truely vnaduysed, 

f laDf tte frete in t^t pallet Utt liaii tlftc toomatt 

If In a certayne parry sshe churche in Lon- 
don after the olde laudable and accustomed 
maner, there was a frere mynor all thoughe he 
were nat the best clerke nor coulde nat make 
the best sermondes, yet by the lycence of the 
curate he there prechyd to the Parysshons. 
Amonge the-whyche audyence there was a 
wyfe ^^at tyme lytell disposed to contem- 
pldMp talked wyth a gossype of hers of 
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other femenyne tales so loude/that the frere 
harde and somwhat was perturbed therwithi 
To whome therfore openly the frere spake 
and sayd. Thou woman there in the tawny 
gowne, holde thy peace and leaue thy babel- 
ynge thou troublest the worde of God. This 
woman therwith sodenly abasshed because the 
frere spake to her so openly that all the people 
her behelde, answered shortly and said. I 
beshrowe his harte that babeleth more of us 
two. At the which seyng the people dyd 
toughe because they felte but lytell frute in 
hys sermonde. 

By this tale a man may leme to beware howe 
be openly rebuketh any other and in what 
audyence lest it come to his owne reprofe. 

f 0f t%t toelclftmati tist C80t tit 0cotte into tl^e 

i^rtt hnet wanlinf. 

they toke many great interpryses and many 
shyppes^ and many prisoners of other realmes 
that were theyr enemyes. Amonge the. whicbe 
Ihey happened on a season to take a l^ttes 
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sfaype, and dyuers Scottes they stewe and 
toke prisoners^ amonge whome there was a 
weleheman that had one of the scottes pry- 
soners and bad him that he shnlde do of his 
hameys^ whiche to do the Seotte was very 
lothe^ howe be it for feare at the laste he 
pulled it of with an euyll wyll and sayd to 
the weleheman^ and if thou wylte nedes haue 
my hameys take it there> and cast it ouer the 
borde into the see« The weleheman seynge 
that sayd/ by Cottes blud and her nayle I 
shall; make her fette it agayne and toke him 
by the legges and caste hym after ouer the 
horde into the see. 

By this tale a man may lerne that he that is 
subiecte to another ought to forsake his owne 
wyll^ and folowe his wyll and comaundement 
that so hathe subieccyon ouer him leste it 
tume to his great hurte and damage. 

f flDf tit msn tlftat Iftan tlfte Voitte loai^U* If* 

IT There was a man that maryed a woman 
whiche had great rychfes and beautie, howe 
be it she had suche an impedyment of nature 
that she was domme and coulde nat speke, 

7 
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whiche thinge made him to be ryght pensyfe 
and sadde, wherfore vpon a day as he walked 
alone ryght heuy in harte thynkynge vpon his 
wyfe. There came one to him and asked 
hym what was the cause of his heuynesse, 
whiche answered that it was onely because 
his wife was borne domme. To whome this 
other sayde I shall shewe the sone a remedye 
and a medecyne (therfore that is thus). Go 
take an aspen lefe and laye it vnder her tonge 
this nyght she beynge a slepe, and I warante 
the that she shall speke on the morowe, whiche 
man beynge ^ad of this medycyiie prepared 
therfore^ and gathered aspyn leaues, wherfore 
he layde thre of them vnder her tonge whan 
she was a slepe. And on the morowe whan 
he hymselfe awaked^ he desyrous to knowe 
howe his medecyne wrought beynge in foedde 
with her, he demaunded of her howe she dyd, 
and sodenly she answered and sayd. I be- 
shrowe your harte for wakenynge me so erly, 
and so by the vertue of that medycyne she 
was restored to her speche. But in conclu- 
syon her speche so encreased day by day and 
she was so curste of condycyon that euery 
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daye she brauled and chydde with her hus- 
bande, so moche that at the laste he was more 
vexed and hadde moche more trouble and dis- 
^e witb her shrewde wordes than he hadde 
before whan ishe was dfome, wherfore as he 
walked anotlier tyme abrode he happened to 
meate agayne with the same persone that 
taughte 

and more wery of her no we than I was before 
whan she was domme^ wherfore I praye yoii 
teche me a medycyne to modefye her that 
she speke nat so moche. This other answered 
and sayd thus. Syr I am a deuyll of hell^ but 
I am one of them that haue leste power 
there. All be it yet I haue power to make 
a woman to ^eke but and if a woman begyh 
ones to speke, I nor all 4he deuyls in hell that 
haue the more power be nat able to make a 
woman to be styll, nor to cause her to leaue 
her spekynge. 

By this tale ye may note that a man ofte 
tymes desyreth and coueteth moche that 
thynge that ofte turneth to his displeasure. 
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5 l^f t)e 9toctottr of Srclfte^ tlftat (an t)e Ifttl 

f 0N£ askyd a Proctour of the atcbes latel; 
before maryed why he chose so ly tel a w jfe 
whiche answered because he had a texte say- 
enge thus* Ex duobus mails minus malis e^ 
eliendum, that is to saye in englyshe, amonge 
euyli thinges the leste is to be chosen. 

Y i^f Unottne0tlftatloere0]6ti;nenofoM9te$ite. i%iL 

fr In the tyme of Lente there came two 
noones to saynte Johons in London by^ause 
of the great pardon. there to be confessed. 
Of the whyche nonnes, the one was a young 
lady and the other was olde. This yopge 
lady chose fyrst her confessour^ and conlessed 
her that she hadde synned in Lechery The 
confeissour asked with whome it was, she sayd 
it was with a lustye gallante. He demaunded 
whete it was, she sayd in a plesaunte grene 
herber^ he asked further whan it was. She 
sayd in the m^ry moneth of Maye. Than sayd 
the confessour this wyse, a fayre yonge lady 
with a lusty galaate in a plesaunte herber and 



\ 
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in the mery moneth of Maye ye dyd but your 
kynde nowe by my truthe God forgyue you 
and I do^ and so she departed. And incon- 
tynent the olde nonne mette with her^ askynge 
her howe she lyked her confessour^ whiche 
sayd he was the best gostly father that euer 
she hadde^ and the most easyest in penaunce: 
geuyng. For comfort wherof this other nonne 
went to the same: confessour^ and shroue her 
lykewyse that she had synned in Lechery. 
And he demaunded with whome, whiche sayde 
with an old frere^ he asked where, she said in : 
her; olde cloyster. He asked what season, she 
sayde in Lente. Than the confessour sayd, 
an old hore to lye with an old frere in her 
olde cloyster, and in the holy tyme of Lente, 
by cockes body if God forgyue the, yet wyll 
I neuer forgyue the. which wordes caused 
her to departe all sadde and sore abasshedJ 

By this tale men may lerne that a vicyous 
acte is more abhomynable in one person than 
in another, in one season than in another, and 
io one place than in an other. 
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4 liMf ^ lAe figiMal are wumtiMf. 

and the trumpettes began to blowe^ a yonge 
squyer of Englande rydynge on a lusty courser 
of wbych horse the noyse of the trumpettes 
so prycked the corage that tiie squyer could 
nat him retayne^ so that agaynste his wyll he 
ranne vpon hys enemyes, whyche squyef 
seynge none other remedy sette his spere in 
the rest and rode throughe the thyckest of hys 
enemyes, and in conclusyon had good fortune 
and saued hym selfe alyue without hurte, add 
the Englysshe hooste folowed and bad the 
victorye* And after whan the felde Was wonne, 
this kynge Edwarde called the squyre and 
badde hym knele down and he wolde make 
hym knyght becausie he valyauntely was the 
man that day which with the moo^tcouragyous 
stomake aduentured fyrste vpon theyr enemyes. 
To whome the squyer thus ddswered^ if itlyke 
your grace to make any one knyghte ther- 
fore, I beseche you to make my horse knyght 
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and nat me, for c^es it was his dede and nat 
myae and full sore s^yost my wyll^ whiche 
answere the kynge herynge refrayaed to pro* 
mote hym to the order of knyghthode, re- 
putynge hym in maner but for a cowarde and 
euer after fanored hym the lesse therfore. 

By this tale a man may leme howe it is 
wysedome when he is in good credence to 
kepe hym therein, and in no wyse to dysable 
hym selfe to moche. 

% 0f iim tiftt iooloe (^ette t|e mai^^tc^e of W 

f A YONGB man late maryed to a wyfe 
thought it was good polecye to gette the 
maystrye of her in the begynnynge. Came 
t6 her the potte sethynge ouer the fyre^ aH 
thoughe the meate therein were nat ynoughe, 
sodenlye commaunded her to take the potte 
fro the fyre, whiche answered and said that the 
meate was nat redy to eate. And be said 
agayne I wyll haneit taken of for my pleasure* 
This good woman lothe yet to offende hym^ 
sette the potte besyde the fyre as he badde. 
And anone after he commaunded her to sette 
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the polte behynde the dote, and she said 
agayne ye be nat wyse therio. But he pre- 
cysely said it shuld be so as he bad. And 
she gentylly againe dyd his commaundenient 
This man yet nat satisfyed comaunded her to 
set the pot a hygh ypon the henne roste^ what 
quod the ^yfe I trowe ye be madde. And he 
iyerslye than comaunded her to sette it there 
or els he sayd she shulde repente it. She 
somwhat afrayde to moue his pacyence toke a 
ladder and sette it to the rost and wente her 
selfe vp the ladder and toke the potte in her 
hande prayeng her husbande than to holde 
the ladder faste for slydynge whiche so dyd. 
And whan the husbande loked up and sawe 
the potte stande there on hyght he sayd thus. 
Lo nowe standeth the potte there as I wolde 
haue it. Thb wyfe hearynge 

% Wf tit vtufttnt t)ftt 0ufi^ t)e 0)epe of ecr^ 

If A CERTAYNE confessour in the holy tyme 
of lente enioyned his penytente to saye dayly 
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for his penaunce this prayer, Agnus Dei mise- 
rere mei, whiche was as moche to saye in 
englysshe as the lambe of God haue mercye 
Tpon me This penytente acceptynge his 
penaunce departed, and that tyme twelfe 
monthe after came agayne to be confessed of 
the same confessoure whiche demaunded of 
him whether he had fulfylied his penaunce 
that he hym enioyned the laste yeare, ^Ann he 
sayde thus, ye syr I thanke God I haue ful- 
filled it. For I haue sayd thus to daye in 
the momynge and so dayly, the shepe of God 
haue mercy vpon me. To whome the con- 
fessour said. Nay I bad the say Agnus Dei 
miserere mei, that is, the lamb of God haue 
mercy vpon me: ye syr quod iht penytente ye 
say truthe that was the laste yeare. But now it 
is a twelfemonthe Wiire, and it is a shepe by this 
tyme. Therjfore I muste nedes saynowe the 
shepe of God haue mercy vpon me. . 

By this tale ye may perceyi|e that if holy 
scripture be expowned to the lay people onely 
in the lytterall sence. Peraduenture it shall 
do lytell good. 



t^ 
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f It happened dyuers to be in comHttiiica' 
cyon, asionge wbome there was a curate or a 
paryssbe preest, and one Jobo Dawe a parissboi 
of bis wbiche ii. bad coraaMmicaeyoii more 
basy tban otber in tl^s maner. This preest 
tbougbt tbat one mygbt nat by felynge knowd 
one from a nother in tbe darke. Jobn dawe 
Ins paryssbone of the contrary opinyon layde 
with bis curate for a wager ll pence, wber^ 
Tpon tbe paryssbe preest wylfynge to prone 
bis wager wente to this Jobn dawes bouse in 
tbe euenynge and sodenly gate hym to bedde 
with bis wyie where whan be began to be 
Bomwhat busye, she felynge his crowne sayde 
sbortely with a loude voyce^ by God thou art 
nat Jobn dawe. Tbat hearynge her husbande 
answered, thou sayest troutbe wyfe I am here 
John dawe^ Tberfore mayster persone gyiie 
me the money for ye faaue loste your xl. 
pence. 

By this tale ye may leme to perceyue that 
it is no wysedome for a man to be couetoiis 



9t €♦ Mns Zaz0^ 91 

of wynnyBge 6f any wager to put in i^opar* 
dye a thynge that maye turne him to gi^eatter 
dispkasilre. 

% f^f t)e ffcoflet of oib&m t)ftt puan 'bt Uuti^txt 

f A ItTCHB Fnmkelyn in the contrey hauynge 
by his wyfe but one chylde and nfo mo^ for 
the great affeccyon that he had to his sayd 
chylde, founde hym at Oxforde to schole by 
the space of ii. or iii yere. Thys yonge scokr 
in a Yocacyon tyme for his disporte came 
home to his father. It fortuned afterwarde 
on a nyghty the father^ the mother, and the 
sayd yonge scoler 



haue studyed souestry, and by that scyence I 
can proue that these ii chekyiis in the dysshe 
be thre chekyns* Mary sayde the father 
that wolde I fayne se. The scoUer toke one 
of the chekyns in his hande and said, Lo 
here is one chekyn, and incontynente he toke 
bothe the chekyns ill his hande iointely and 
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sayd, here is ii. chekyns^ and one and ii. 
maketh iii. Ergo here is iii. chekyns. Than 
the father toke one of the chekyns to him selfe 
and gaue another to his wyfe and sayd thus. 
Lo I wyll faaue one of the chekyns to my 
parte, and thy mother shd have a nother, and 
because of thy good argumente thou shalte 
haue the thyrde to thy supper/ for thou gettyst 
no more meate here at this tyme^ whyche pro- 
myse the father kepte and so the seoUer wente 
without his supper. 

By this tale men may se th^t it is great foly 
to put one to scole to lerne any subtyll scyence 
whiche hathe no naturali wytte. 

% 0f tie &ert tl^st 0tcle tit pooi^age* lj:ML 

IT A FRERE of London there was that on a 
sonday in the momynge yerly in the somer 
season came fro London to Bamette to make 
a colacyon^ and was there an houre before 
hye masse began, and bycause he woldecome 
to the churche honestly^, he wente fyrst to an 
ale house there to wype his shoes and to make 
him selfe clenly. In the whyche house there 
were podynges to sell/ and dyuers folkes there 
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brekyDge theyr faste and eatynge podynges. 
But the frere brake his faste in a: seerete 
place in the same house. This frere sone 
after came to the church and by lycence of 
the curate entered into the pulpet to msdie a 
colacyon or sermon, And in his sermon there 
he rebuked sore the maner of them that met 
to j>r^ke theyr faste on the sonday before hye 
masse and said it wa^ called the deuyls blacke 
brekef«(st. And with that worde spekynge as 
he dyd caste. his armes out to make his coun- 
tenatince^ there fell a podyng out of his sleue, 
whiche he hym selfe had stolen a lytell before 
in the same alehouse, and i^han the people 
saw that and specially they that brake theyr 
faste there the same mornynge and knewe 
well that the wyfe had comptayned hpwe she 
had one of her podynges stolen, they laughed 
so moche at the frere that he incontynente 
wente downe out of the pulpet for shame. 

By this tale a man may se that whan a 
precber dpthe rebuke any synne or vyce 
wherid he is knowen openly to be gyltie him 
selfe, suche prechynge shall lytell edefye; to 
the people. 



If A CEBTATKS scoler there was intendyoge 
to be made a preest whyche liadde nother 
great wy tte nor lemynge came to the bysshoppe 
to take orders^ ivhose foiysshenes the byssho;^ 
perceyuynge because he was a ryche mannes 
Sonne wolde nat very strongly oppose him 
but asked him thys queUyon^ Noye had tkn 
amnes, Sem, Came, and Japhete. nawe teU me 
who teas Japhetes father? But the $eoler wa$ 
alt abashed and knew nat what to antwere: 
wherrfore the hj/sshoppe sayde get the home 
and consider awhile and coine agayne and 
soyle me this questyon and thou shalte haue 
orders. This scoler so departed and came 
home to his father and shewed hym the 
cause of the hynderaunce of his orders. 
Hys father beyng angry at his folisshenes 
thought to teche hym the solucyon of this 
questyon by a familier example, and called 
his spanyels before hym and sayd thus. 
Thou knowest well CoUe my dogge hathe 
these iii. whelpes, ryg, trygge, and tryboU. 
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Maste nat all my dogges nedes be syre to 
trybolL Than quod the scoler by God father 
ye sayd trouthe let me alone nowe, ye shall se 
me do well ynoughe the nexte tyme^ wherfoie 
on the morowe he wente to the bysshoppe 
agayne and sayd he coulde soyle his qnestyon. 
Than sayd the bysshoppe Noye had thre 
sonnes> Sem, Came, and Japhete. Now tell 
me who was Japhetes father, mary syr quod 
the scoler if it plese youre lordeshyppe €oIle 
my fathers dogge. 

By this tale a man may leme that it is but 
loste tyme to teche a fole any thynge whiche 
hathe no wytte to perceyue it. 

If It fortuned so that a frere late in the euen- 
ynge desyred lodgynge of a poore man of the 
countrey, the whiche for lacke of other lodg- 
yng glad to harborowe the frere lodged him^ 
in his owne bedde. And after he and his- 
wyfe^ The frere beynge a slepe, came and 
laye in the same bedde. And in the mornynge 



after the poore man rose aod went to the mar- 
ket leauyog the irere in the bedde with hii 
wyfe^ And as he wente he smiled and laughte 
to hym selfe. wherfore hys neyghbours de- 
maonded of hym why he so smyled. He 
answered and sayd I laughe to thynke howe 
shamefaste the frere shal he whanne he waketh, 
whome I left in hedde with my wyfe. 

"^y this tale a man may leme that he that 
ouersboteth hym selfe doth folysshely^ yet he 
b more fole to shewe it openly. 

% l^f t)e pte0te tlftct iootBe Hf ttoo f^^aptU fot s 

. grotto X%%L 

f SoMTTME there dwelled a preest in Stret- 
forde vpon auyne of small lemyng which 
vndeuoutly sange masse, and oftentymes twyse 
on one day, so it happened on a tyme after 
bis seconde masse was done in shorte space 
nat a myle from Stretforde, there mette with 
hym dyuers marchaunte men whiche wolde 
haue harde masse, and desyred hym to synge 
masse and he shuld haue a grote, whiche an- 
swered them and sayd. Syrs I wyll say masse 



no more this day, but I wyll say you two 
gospels for one grote, and that is dogge chepe 
a masse in any place in Englande. 

By this tale a man may se that they that 
be rude and unlemed regarde but lytell the 
meryte and goodness of holy prayer. 

% fl)f t)e t^uttut t)ftt BfB ctftt Ht &etf ^net tl)t 

bote* l%%iL 

too nmek datnaged to deeyptter, 

f (Df tte ft ete ttftt precti^n t0l()ftt menni^ it^Uf^ 

A PRECHER in pulpet ^hiche prechyd the 
worde of God, amonge other matters spake of 
mennes soules, and sayd that the soule was so 
subtyll that a thousande soules myght daunce 
on the space of the nayle of a mannes fynger. 
Amonge which audyence there was a mery 
conceyted fellow of small deuocyon that an- 
swered and sayde thus. Mayster doctour if a 
thousande soules may daunce oo a mannes 
nayle, 1 praye you than where shall the pyper 
stande. 

By this tale a man may se that it is but foly 

8 



to shewe or to teche yertue to them Uiat haue 
no pleasare nor mynde therto. 

Y Wt^ |«0lb<»«e ttte ctftB lit ftnair tti 

In London there was a certayne artifycer 
hauyng a foyre wife to whom a lusty gatonte 
made pursute to acoomplisshe his pleasure. 
This woman denyeng shewed the matter vnto 
her husbande, whiche moued therewith bad 
his wyfe to appoynte him a tyme to come 
secretely to lye with her all nyght, and with 
great crakes and othes sware, that agaynst his 
comyng he wolde be redy hameysed and wolde 
put him in ieopardye of his lyfe except h^ 
wolde make hym a great amendes. Thys nyght 
was then appoynted^ at whiche tyme thb oour- 
tyer came at his houre and entred in at the 
chamber, and set his two haade sworde downe 
and sayde Uiese wordes. Stande thou there 
thou sworde the detbe of thre men* This 
husbande lyenge ynder the bedde in barneys 
herynge these wordes Jay styll for fere. The 
courtyer anone gate him to bed with the wyfe 
about his prepensed busynesse. And within 
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an houre or two the husbande bejfnge wery of 
lyenge beganoe to remoiie bym. The courtyer 
that hearynge asked the wyfe what thinge that 
was that remoued vnder the bedde, whiche 
excusyog the matter said it was a lytell sbep^ 
that was wonte dayly to go about the house. 
And the husbande that hery nge anone cry ed ble 
as it had ben a shepe. And so in conclusyon 
whan the courtyer sawe hb tyme he rose and 
kyssed the wy£e and toke his leaue and de- 
parted. And as sone as he was gone the bus- 
bwde arose, and whaii the wyfe lok^d on him 
son^what abasshed began to makie a sad coun- 
tenaunce and s^yde, alias syr iiyhy dyd you*** 

The remaiMdir tf this tate is wamHni. 

J$y thU tah ye may se that he is not wyse 
thai wiU put hi9 confydence tn boster^ and 
great eraker^ whiche ofte tymes wyll do but 
lyUAl VfkP^ it cofiMS fo tjbje poynte. 

f 0f tilt 4%Amdika tiut atdten tl^ cplt^ Ivtat 

IF A fiiOUTEB syttynge in his shope that sawe 
a colyer jcoipe by» deryded hym because he was 
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so blacke, and asked hym what newes from 
hell and howe the deuyll fared. To whome 
the coljer answeryd hym, he was well whan I 
sawe hym laste, for he was rydynge and watted 
but for a souter to placke on hb botes. 

By this ye may se that he that Tsetb to 
deryde other folkes, is somtyme him selfe more 
deryded and mocked. 

% ^f %efnt peter ttst ctf en cauite Ibobe* \j:%bU 
If I FTN0B wrytten amonge old gestes howe 

• 

God mayde saynt Feter porter of heuen, and 
that God of his goodnes sone after hys passyon 
suffered many men to come to the kyngdome 
of heuen with small deseruynge, at whiche 
tyme there was in heuen a great company of 
welchemen; whyche with tbeyr crakynge and 
babelynge troubled all the other, wherfore 
God sayde to saynte Peter that he was wery of 
them, and that he wolde fayne haue them out 
of heuen. To whome saynte Peter sayd, 
Good lorde I warrente you that shal be shortly 
done, wherfore saynt Peter wente out of heuen 
gates and cryed with a loude voyce, Cause 
bobe. That is as moche to saye, as rosted 
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chese, whiche thynge the welcbemen herynge 
raone out of heuen a great pace. And whan 
saynt Peter sawe them all out he sodenly wente 
into heuen and locked the dore and so sparred 
all the welchemen out. 

By thb ye may se that it is no wysdome for 
a man to loue or to set his mynde to moche 
vpon any delycate or worldely pleasure wherby 
he shall lose the celestyall and et^rnall io^e. 

% 0f t?in ttftt sTittetttttti^ii fioDf fttm lottte foe ti^i 

IT Two knyghtes there were which wente to a 
standynge fylde with theyr prynce^ but one of 
them was confessed before he wente^ but the 
other wente into the felde without shryfte or 
repentaunce. Afterwarde thys pry nee wanne 
the fylde and had the victory that day, wher- 
fore be that was confessed came tm the prynce 
and asked an offyee and sayd that he had 
deserved it, for he had done good seruice and 
aduentured that day as farre as any man in the 
felde to whome the other that was unconfessed 
answered and sayd. Nay by the masse I am 
more worthy to haue a rewarde than he, for 
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be aduentured but his body fbr your sik^, fo^ 
hie durst nat go thie felde tjU h6 wils cduftft^ 
scd, ♦ * ♦ ♦ 

The remainder 0/ tUt tale is vanting, 

% fl)f tie 9ftt0otk ttitt itftU tie mfitttx^^ 

Toe imperfect to deejfpien 

f flDf tie ftselcimsn tiat tiatn 0ne ]ct* i$^ bettet tisv 

IF A WELCHMAN oo a tyme went to churche 
to be shryued-^ and chanced to come in euyn at 
the sacryug time when he had confessed him 
he went home wher one of his felowes askyd 
hym whether he had seen God almighty to day 
which answerd and sayd nay but 1 saw one 
forty shillings better, 

f fl)f tie fVete tist ^a{g ni^tj^^e fdt tie IHlSt'^ 

IT Upoi^ a tyme certayn women in the coun- 
trye were ^ppoynted to deryde and kttokke a 
frere limitopr that vsyd moche to trouble them 
iKrhereupon one of them a ly tyll befbre the frete 
dime tooke a hogge and for dysport leyd it 



i 
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under the horde after the maner of a corse 
^md told the frere it was her good man and 
dysyrd hime to say dirige for his soule^ where- 
fore the frere and his felaw began Placebo 
and Dirige^and so forth thorough the seruyse 
full devowtly, which the wyues so heryng could 
not refraine them selfe from lawghynge^ and 
went in to a lytyll parler to lawgh more at 
.theyr pleasure. These freris somwhat sus- 
pected the cause and quikly or that the women 
were ware, lokyd under the horde and spyed 
that it was an hog sodenly toke it bytwene 
them and bare it homeward as fast as they 
might. The women seyng that ran after the 
frere and cryed com agayn maester frere come 
agayne and let it allone, nay by my faith quod 
the frere he is a broder of ours and therefore 
he must nedys be buryed in oure cloyster and 
so the frerys gate the hog. 

By this ye may se that they that use to 
deride and mok other somtyme it tomyth to 
theyre owne losse and damage. 
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IT A CERTATN prest there was that d welly 
in the cuDtry which was not very well lerny<V 
Therfore on Ester euyn he sent his boy to the- 
prest of the next town that was ii. myle from 
thens to know what masse he sholde synge on 
the morowe. This boy came to the sayd prest 
and dyd his maysters errande to hym. Then 
auod the prest tel thy mayster that he must * * 

masse he shuld synge on the morowe. By my 
trothe quod theho^l have forgotten it, but he 
bad me tell you it began * * * * then qmfd 
the prett I trowe thou sayst trewth for now I 
remem^fr me it is tke masse of requiem^ for 
God Almighty dyed upon good if^day and it 
is meet we shsUde say masse for hys soule. 

By this tale ye may se that when one fole 
sendyth another fole on hys errand hys besynes 
ys folysbly sped. 
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f ^f t%t %ttntmw tlfttt 0ufnt tfnt apace i^t itall 

IT ^ eeriayne ukoUr of Oxenford which had 
studied the iudicials of astronomy upim a tyme 
as he was rjdyog by the way which came by a 
herdman and he asked thys herdmsin bow far 
it was to the next town^ syr quod the htrdman 
it is rather past a mile and an half but sir quod 
he ye nede to ryde apace far ye shal Aaue a 
shower of rayn or ye com thider^ what quod 
the skoler maketh ye say so^ there ys no token 
of rayn for the cloudes be both fayr and clere^ 
hy my troth quod the herdman but ye shall 
fynd it so. The skoler then rode forth and it 
chanced or he had ryden half a myle forther 
there fell a good showre of rayn, that thys 
skoler Was well washy d and w«tt to the skyn, 
the skoler then tomyd hym hacke and rode to 
the herdman and desyryd him to tech him that 
connyng, nay quod the herdman I wyll not 
tech you my connynge for nought than the 
skoler profferyde hym xl. shyilyngs to teche 
hym that connynge the herdman after be had 
reseyuyd hys money sayd thus. Syr se you 
not yonder hlacke ewe with the why te &ce, yes 
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quod the skoler. Sucrly quod the herdmao 
when she daunsith and holdeth up her tayle 
ye Bhall haue a showre of rayn within half ais 
faowre after. 

By this ye may se that the connyng of herd- 
men and shepardes as touchinge alteracyons 
of weders is more sure than the iudicials or 
astronomy. 

f 0f Ift^m ttftt stti^ne K ittftn iftoe neaet a 

If In a certayne towne there was a rych man 
that lay on his deth bed at poynte of deth 
whyche chargyd hys executours to dele for 
hys soule a certayne some of money in pence 
and 6n thys condicion chargyd them as they 
would answere afore God that euery [lore man 
that cam to them and told a trew tale shulde 
haue a pen^ and they that said a fals thing 
shttld haue none^ and in the dofe tyme there 
cam one whych sayd that God was a good 
man^ quod the executours thou shalt haue a 
peny for thou saist trouth. Anone came a 
nother and said the deuil was a good man^ 
quod the executours there thou lyest therefore 
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thoii shalt bane nere a peny. At laste dame 
on to the executors atid said thus ye shall gyiie 
me nere a peny ^hich wordes made the exe- 
cutors amasyd, and toke aduysment whytber 
they shuld ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The end of thie tale wanting. 

% 0f tl^e tttiUlbantie tliiat Ht^t iii t»?fe am It 

3W impeifeet t6 deetfpkit. 

« 

IT In the tyme of visitacyon a bysshoppe 
Yfhiehe ♦♦♦♦•♦ and had gote many cByl- 
dren^ prepared to qtiestyon a preest what rule 
he kepte^ whiche preest had a leman ♦ * ♦ « ♦ 
and by her had two or thre small cbyldren in 
shorte ti^me brfore the JS^^boppes cominynge 
he prepared a rpwme to byde his leman and 
children ouer in the rofe of his hall. And 
whan the bysshoppe was tome ^nd dtsantrsmg 
with him in the same hall hauynge x. of his 
Owne chyldren about hitn. The preest who 
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coade speke lytell latyn or none^ bad the bys-. 
Bhoppe io latyn « • * • Comode epiBcope. 
This woman ui rote of the house hearing the 
preat my so, had went he had called her 
byddynge her come Ede, and amswered him 
and sayde^ shall I brynge my chyldren with 
me also. The bysshoppe hearing this sayde 
in sporte^ vxor tua sicut vitis abundans in late- 
ribus domus tuse. The preest than halfe 
amasyd answerd and sayd. Filii tui sicut 
nouellte oliuarum in circuit 11 mensae tuae. 

By this ye may se that they that haue but 
small leroyng som tyme speke truely unad- 
uysed. ^ 

% 0f tie tosntati ettt Ktsle tie jf^u lfn%u 

IF On ashe Wednesday in the mornynge was a 
curate of a ehurche whyche had made good 
chere the nyght afore and sytten up late, and 
came to the churche to here confession, to 
whome there came a woman, and among other 
thynges she confessed her that she had stolen 
a potte. But than because of greate watche 
that this preest had, he there sodenly feile 
aslepe. And whan this woman sawe him nat 
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^yllyiige to here her, she rose and went her 
'waye. And anone an other woman kneled 
down to the same preest and began to say^ 
Benedicite^ wherwith this preest sodenly 
awaked wenynge she bad ben the other woman 
and sayd all angerly, what arte thou* nowe at 
Benedicite agayne, tell me what dyddest thou 
whan thou haddest stolyn the potte* 

f fl^f ntfti^jitet t»tl?tt?iit«t0 9teme. IjntiL 

IT SoNE after one maister whyttington had 
bylded a colege on a nyght as he slepte he 
dremed that be satte in his church and many 
folkes there also^ and further he dremed that 
be sawe our lady in the same church with a 
glas of goodly oyntemente in her hande goynge 
to one snkynge him what he had done for her 
sake, which sayd that he bad sayd our ladyes 
sauter cuery daye^ wherfore she gaue him % 
lytel of the oyle. And anone she wente to ano- 
ther^ * * * 

Srwrrai itiiM watmng. 

he had huylded a great college and was very 
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gladde 10 hys nynde. IVhan that aure ladffe 
em» to hym^ she asked him what he hadde 
soffred lor her uJce^ this questyon made him 
greatly abashed because he had Bothing to 
muwer: wherefore cur lady him i^ormed that 
for all the great dede of buyldynge of a eolege 
ke muii haue no parte of that goodly oynte- 
mente. 

By this ye may pereeue that to suffire for 
Goddes sake is more aceeptahle to God than to 
kuyld^ or gy«e great goojdes. 

IT A certayne BysAoppe appoynted to go oa 
visytacion to a preestes and Ify^auee he would 
haue the pree^t do but lyttel cosjte vpoQ km, 
he told bim to prepare but lyteil meate^ si^ipg 
^us Preparas * * * ^ * modicus. This 
preest whyicbe luiderstode bym uat halfe well 
had * * * * wherforehethoughtetoobtayue 
the bysshoppes fauour, and therfore againste the 
bysshoppes comynge kylled his horse that was 
catted modkue whereof the bys^hpsppe and hii 
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seruaantes ete parte, whiche whan the hyss- 
hoppe knewe afterwarde was greatly dis- 
pleased. 

By this ye may se that numy a fole dotht 
aioehe coste in makyng good there at dynejrs, 
whiebe bathe but ly teU thanke for hb laboure* 

f 0f tie inAt\tm$xi Oat sttale tlbe tXi%Vt$fyvnwBii 

IT A WELCHBMAif dweUynge ia Englande 
fortuned to stele 911 Englysslieipaas cocke and 
set it 00 the.fyre to setbe, wherefore thy$ 
englysfaemaji s«sp<ecting ^tbe |tr^lebealaJl, came 
to hifl house and s4we' the eocke setbyng 00 
the fyre and said to. the welcheman thus. Syr 
this is my cocke. Mary quod the welcbeman 
and if it be tfayne thou sbalte haue thy parte 
of it. Nay quod the englyssheman that is nat 
ynoughe. By cottes blut and her nayle quod 
the welcbeman if her be nat ynoughe nowe, 
her will be ynoughe anone for her bath a good 
fyre under her. 
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IT Certatne yycars of Poules disposed to 
be mery on a sonday at bye masse tyme, sente 
aiMrtber madde felowe of theyr acquointanoe 
onto a folyssbe dronkea preest to gyue hym a 
bottell^ wbicbe man met witb tbe preest npon 
tbe toppe of tbe stayres by tbe ebanncell dore 
and spake to bim and sayd tbus. Syr my mays- 
ter batb sente you a bottell to put your drynke 
in because be can kepe none in your braynes. 
Tbis preest tberwitb beynge very angry, all 
sodenly toke tbe bottell and witb bis fote 
flange it downe into tbe body of tbe cburche 
upon tbe gentylmens bede. 

T S>f tit tn^fttment sf let^a sf I6ts?«tet)« ntL 

IT A CERTATNE Jury in tbe countye of Myd- 
delsex was enpaneled for tbe kynge to enquere 
x>f all endytementSy murders, and felonyes. 
The persones of tbys panell were folysbe coue- 
tous and unlemed, for wbo so euer wolde 
gyue them a grote, they wolde afiyne and 
verifye bis byll whether it were true or fals 
withoute any profe or euydence, wherefore 



one that was « * ♦ * 

Some Unes tDanling, 

loking on the grote and nothing on the byll as 
was their custame which byll whan it was pre- 
sented into the courte the judge said openly 
before all the people. Lo syrs here is the 
straungest byll euer presented by an enquest, 
for here they haue indyted Jesu of nazareth 
for stelyng of an asse^ which whan the people 
harde it, it made them all to laughe and to 
wonder at the folysshenes and shamefull per- 
inry of the Jury, 

By this ye may se it is great parell to enpa- 
nell men upon an enquest whiche be folysshe 
and haue but small witte or honesty. 

f 0Df tl^e ftttt t)at ptec^en agcifttint tlftem ttat 
C0lie (It tl^e fiottlisi^^ %zii. 

If In a certayne parryshe a frere preched, and 
Moid moche againt them that rode on the son- 
day, euer lokyng upon one that was there 
spurred redy to ryde. This man perceuyng 
that the frere loked at hym sodenly halfe in 
angre, answered the frere thus, / metnayle 

9 
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that ft mnf 90 moche agayoste them that ryde 
on the sonday^ for Christe rode into Jerusalem 
OD Palme sonday, as thou knowest well it is 
wr]^tten * * * To whome the frere sodenly 
answered and sayd thus. But knowe y$ noi 
aUo what caau thereof was he nat hanged on 
the fryday after, whkhe heartiig' all them that 
were in the churche fell on laughynge. 

Y (Sf ti^c tae hunut ttct fstume s pans* vdiL 

f Therb was a certayne man that had two 
sonnes imlyibe eehe other. For the eldyst was 
lustye and quycke and vsed moche betimes to 
walke into the fyldes. Than was the yonger 
slowe and vsed moche to lye in his bed as long 
as he myght. So on a day the elder as he was 
vsed rose erly and walked into the fyldes, and 
there by fortune he founde a purse of Inoney 
and brought it home to his Either. His father 
whan he had it wente strayght to hys other 
Sonne yet lyenge than in his bed, and sayd to 
him. O thou slogarde quod he, seyst thou 
nat thyne eldest brother howe he by hys erly 
rysyug had founde li purse with money, 
whereby we shall be greatly holpen all our 
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lyfe^ whyle thou sluggynge in thy bedde dost 
thou no good but slepe. He than wyst nat 
what to say, but answered shortly and said, 
lather quod he if he that bathe loste the purse 
and money had lyne in hys bedde that same 
tyme that he loste ft as I do nowe, my brother 
had founde no purse nor money to day. 

By this ye may se that they that be accus- 
tomed in vyce and synne will alwaye fynde 
one excuse or other to cloke therewyth theyr 
vyce and vnthryftynes. 

% fl>f t^e anmixrete of tlfte ma^tte^ to tie 

IT A CERTAYNE wyfe there was whiche was 
somwhat fayre and as all women be that be 
fayre was somwhat proude of her beautye, 
and as she and her mayde satte together she 
as one that was desyrous to be praysed sayd 
to her thus. I faythe Jone howe thynkest 
thou, am I nat a feyre wyfe, yes by my trouth 
maistres quod she, ye be the fayrest that euer 
was excepte ♦ ♦ * 

Tht tnd it wanting. 
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T fl>f t)e itdtttctit men t)ftt tos0 sTl l^ctte. icct)* 

Q^ lAu tale &«< a twtmBL Jrcgwtent remaku, 

% ^l f^t Ibnmifttge of olne Ko^n. ^ct»t« 

If /» a certayne towne there was a wife some- 
what aged that had beryed her husbande whose 
name was John, whome she so tendef%e laued 
in his lyfe, that after hys dethe she caused an 
ymage of tymber to be made in forme and per- 
sone as lyke to hym as coulde be, whiche 
ymage she kept carefuUy under her bedde, and 
euery nyghte she caused her mayde to wrap 
the ymage in a shete and lay it in her bedde 
and called it olde John, Thys widowe had a 
prentyse whose name was John, whiche John 
wolde fayne haue fiuime€?Aysmaystres,natfor 
no great pleasure, but onely for her good sub- 
stance for she was ryche. Wherefore he 
ymagened howe he myght obtayne hys desire, 
and so dydspeke to the mayde of the house and 
desyred her to lay hym in his maystres bedde 
for one nyghte in stede of the pycture, and 
promysed her a good rewarde for her laboure. 
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ivhyche mayde ouer nyghte wrapped the sayde 
younge man in a sbete and layde hym in his 
maysters bedde as she was wonte to laye the 
pycture, Thys wydowe was wonte euery 
nyght before she slepte and dyuers tymes 
whan she waked to kysse the sayde pycture 
of olde John, wherefore the sayde nyghte 
she kyssed the sayde yonge man, beleuynge 
that she hadde kyste the pycture. And he 
sodenly starte and toke her in his armes and 
so well pleased her than^ that olde John from 
thens forth was clene out of her mynde, and 
was eontente that this yonge John shulde lye 
with her sty 11 all that nyghte, and that the pyc- 
ture of olde John shulde lye styll under the 
bedde for a thynge of noughte. After thys in 
the mornynge thys wydowe intendynge to 
please this yonge John whyche had made her 
so good pastyme all the nyght, bad her mayde 
go dresse some good mete for their brekefast 
to feaste therwith her yonge John. This 
mayde whan she had longe sought for wode to 
dresse the sayde mete, told her maystres that 
she coude fynde no wode that was drye except 
onelye the pycture of olde John that lyetb 



118 9, €* Mtti 9alfir« 

under the bed. ♦»••••«* 

Araie tmet wamting, 

and dressyd the brekfast and so olde John 
was krenyd, and from thens forth yong John 
occupyed his place, 

% 0f t)e cdtucett t)st ete t)e i0t m^tatue* %MU 

If A €ERTAYNE merchaunt and a courtear 
being upon a time together at dyner hauing a 
bote custerd, the courtear being somewhat 
homely of maner toke parte of it and put it 
in hys mouth whych was so bote that made 
him shed teares, The merchaunt lokyng on him 
thought that he bad ben weeping and asked 
hym why he wept^ this curtear not wyllynge to 
be knotm that he had brent his mouth with 
the bote custerd answered and said sir qiMH^ 
he I had a brother whych dyd a certayn 
offence wherfore he was hanged ttnif chauncing 
to think now vppon his deth it maketh me to 
wepe, This merchaunt thought the courtear 
bad said trew and anon after the merchaunt 
was disposid to ete o/" the custerd and put a 
sponefull of it in his mouth and brent his 
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ttOuth also that his eyes watered this eourtear 
that perceuyng spake to the merchaunt and 
seyd sir quod he pray why do ye wepe now. 
The merchaunt perseyued . how he had bene 
decerned^ answered and said, Mary quod he I 
wepe because thou wast not hangid when that 
thy brother was hangyd. 

% SDf tl^e tlftte pointer Ibelongtng to a mliretoii 

If A YONO man that was desirous to haue a 
wif cam to a company of PAtlosofers which 
wer^ gadred to gider requiring them to gif 
him their opinion how he might chose him 
sich a wyf that wer no shrew. These Philo* 
«ofers with gret study and delyberacion deter- 
minid and shewd this man that there were Hi, 
especXa pointes wherebi he shuld sure know if 
a woman were a shrew. The t. point is that 
if a woman have a shril voyce it is a gret 
token that she is a shrew. The ii. point is that 
if a woman have a sharp nose then most com<- 
menly she is a shrew, The iii. point is that 
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neuer doth mis that if she were kerchefer ye 
may be sure she is a shrew, 

IT A CONNING painter ther was dwelling in 
london which had a fayre yong wife and for 
thingis that he had to do went oner se but 
because he was somwhat jelous he praed his 
wyfe to be content that he might paint a lamb 
upon her bely and praed her it might remain 
ther til he cam home again wherewith she was 
content after which lamb so painted he de- 
partid and sone after that a lusti yong mer- 
chaunt a bacheler, came and woed his wif and 
obteined her fauor so that she was content he 
shuld lye with her which resortid to her and 
had his plesure oftimys and on a time he toke 
A pensell and to the lamb he painted ii. hornys 
wening to the wif that he had but refreshed 
the old painting than at the last about a yere 
after her husband cam home again and the 
first night he lay with his wyfe he loked uppon 
his wifes bely and saw the ii. homes painted 
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there he said to his wif that some other body 

had ben besy there and made a new painting 

for the picture that he painted had no 

homes and this hath homes^ to 

to wbome this wif shortly 

• « 4r * 

cetera desunt 

?^ne tnX^tii tj^e iooite of a &* ma:||| f^als$(* Imprfntel^ 

at XonDon at X^t $(s^ of tj^e mnemas))e 

at potoI|||S( sate wxU to r]^ep($(|||D(. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



W HEN the Tales and Quicke Answeres were 
Reprinted last year, under the appellation of 
'^ Shakspeare's Jest Book/' we omitted to 
mention, that Warton, in his History of Eng- 
lish Poetry, vol iii. p. 484, cites from the 
Stationers' Books a licence to Henry Bynne- 
man, in 1576, to print '^Meiy tales, wittie 
questions and quicke answeres." 

We also urged the probability of there never 
having been but one edition of the Tales and 
Quicke Answeres. We are happy to have it in 
our power now to prove that our conjecture 
was erroneous, that there was more than one 
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edition, and that die licence above cited 
regarded the same little work^ under a some- 
what different title. 

The edition from whence the following 
twenty-five additional Tales are extracted, is 
an exact copy of Berthelefs Tales and Quicke 
Answeres for the first one hundred and four- 
teen Tales; to which diose, now here reprinted, 
succeed. 

The volume is a small duodecimo, printed 
in a neat black letter; and it is somewl^t sinr 
gular that there is bound up with it, an early 
edition of ^^The Merie Tales of the Mad Men 
of Gotham, gathered tc^ther by A. B. of 
Phisicke Doctar,'' which are mentioned with 
it both in ^'Laneham's Letter," and in the 
*^ London Chauntidere." 

It is sufficiently remarkable, that in ** Ulysses 
upon Ajax," which we presume was written by 
Sir John Harrington, one of the following 
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Tales is cited (it is that numbered 123); and a 
marginal note says, ** Lege the boke of Mery 
Tales, Tale 130: Fie, learn to quote your 
places/' It is evident, the edition used by 
that writer had these additional Tales, and was 
not therefore, as we before supposed, Berthe- 
lefs edition. That books of this popular 
nature were frequently reprinted, there can be 
no doubt: it is singular that so few copies have 
escaped the ravages of time. 

THE EDITOR. 
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t ^f tie IBtnnne fotcen tl^at nur^t not nit. c%\i, 

IT A CfiRTAYNB Nunne with swellyng of hir 
bealie was be wrayed, to haue companied with 
9> man, Aod beyng called before the couente^ 
was. right sharpely rebuked of the Abbesse, 
for puttinge of their house to so great a shame. 
She to excuse hir selfe, sayde, she was forced 
by a yoDge man, that came into hir bedde 
chaumbre, agaynst whom (beynge stronger 
then she) it was in vaine for hir to striue, and 
force coulde not be imputed to hir for a cryme« 
Then sayde the Abbesse : thou moughtest haue 
«bene helde excused, if thou haddest cryed* 
The Nunne sayed : so woulde I haue dooue, 
bad it not beene in our Dortour, where to 
crye is contrary to our Religion. 
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f a)f liM tiftt 0ft|;)e te tof0 tte Dittene0 mtii. cptiU 
IT In the ciuile seditious time of Edwarde the 
fourth and Henry the syxte, one chaunced to 
mete with a company, that quickly asked him : 
whose man art thou? Kinge Edwardes, quoth 
he, art thou so (quoth they ?) and all to beate 
him : For they were of Henries syde. Where- 
fore to the nexte company that mette him 
and demaunded whose man he was, he an- 
swered : kyng Henries. Art thou so (quoth 
they ?) and likewyse all to bete him. For they 
were on Edwardes parte. The Felow thus 
sore beaten, went foorth, and met with an 
other route, who asked him : whose man art 
thou ? he beynge at his wittes ende what to 
saye, aunswered, the Dyuelles man. Than goe 
the dyuell goe with thee (saide they). Amen 
(quoth he) For it is the best maister that I 
serued this daie. 

By this tale ye maye perceiue how greuouse 
and perillous all ciuyle sedicions be, so doubt- 
full may it stand, that a man can not tel on 
which side to holde. For he that now is 
stronger an other tyme is weaker, as Fortune 
list to tume hir wheele. 



f fl)f tlftc Uplannifilfte priest, tint iftntitn of 

IT A PRIEST in the countrey» not the wysest 
nor the best learned, preached to his parish- 
eners of charitie so vehemently, that he sayed 
plainely, that it was impossible for anye man 
to be saued or to come to heauen without cha- 
ritie, except onely the kynges grace, God saue 
hym. 

f an otiet aiLi^in^t of tlfte 0ame i^tee^it* ctML 

IT Before the kyuges Maiestyes commis- 
sioners sent dbwne intoo the realme in Visyta- 
cyon, it chaunced the forsayd preest among 
other to appere : to whom one of the vysytours 
(guessyng quickly what docter he was) sayde : 
Mayster parsone, howe spende you youre 
tyme? what rede youl Forsoothe syr (sayd 
the preest) I occupy my selfe in readyng the 
new testament. That is very well done (sayd 
the commissioner). But sir I pray you, who 
made the newe Testament? That dyd (said 
the preest) kynge Henry the eyghte, God haue 
mercye vpon hys soule. 
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f Xt ite ftftt tlftat iftnfUi^ 0aiitct jFtanittf0» c%it. 

IT A FRYER preachyng to the people, extolled 
sajDct FrauDcis aboue confessors doctours, 
vyrgins, martyrs, prophetes yea, and aboue 
one more than prophetes, John the Baptist, 
and finially abone the Seraphicall order of 
angels, and stil he sayd, yet let vs goe higher: 
So whan he coulde go no further, excepte he 
shoulde put Christe out of hys place, whiche 
the good man was halfe afrayed to d,o : hee 
sayd ak>ude, and yet we haue founde no fit 
place for hym. And staying a lyttell whyle, 
hee cryed out at laste, sayinge : Where shall 
we place this holy father ? A frowarde felowe 
standyng among the audeynce, saide : If thou 
canst find none other, than set hym here in 
my place. For I am weary, and so went his 
way. 

f fl)f it^ tl^at toatnen W toife of inttnnii^n^t Itt 
face in fouU puooell loater» cf%, 

IT A MAN dwellyng in the countrey, takynge 
his ioumey, bad hys wife in his absence playe 
the good husewyfe, that he at his home com^ 



yng might finde all thynges well. Swete hus- 

bande (quoth she) cbmmauude what ye wyll, 

aind you shall fynde me obedyense in al 

thynges. Dere heart (sayd he) I wil you do 

CQore but this one thynge, whiche is easye 

ynough to do. What is that (quoth she?) 

That you w^sshe not your face wyth this 

water, shewing hir a puddell in a donghill, 

£oule blacke, and stinky nge. As oft as she in 

his absence went by that puddell, hir mynde 

was meruallously moued, for what cause hir 

husebande so diligently warned hir of that 

tliynge onely. Nor shee coulde not perswade 

hir selfe, but that there was some great thyuge 

in it. To be brefe, it tempted hir so, that sh^ 

wasshed, that is, she defiled hir face. She 

Ipked in the glassc, and was greatly displeased 

with hir self. Yea, and it was foure or fyue 

daies after, er shee coulde wasshe out the 

stynke and steinyng Whan the good manne 

'came home, hee found his wyfe very pensife 

and iokiug angerly. What is the matter (quoth 

he) shee at laste coulde not forbeare, but 

blamed him for warnyng hir to wasshe in that 

water, and shewed hym what had chauuced. 
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Why wasshed you in it (quoth he ?) I gaue ya 
warnynge» that you shoulde not wasshe therein, 
to the intente this harme shoulde haue not 
happned. 

By thys tale ye maye perceyue, that the^ 
more yee forbydde some ivomen a thyngc, the 
greater desyre they haue to do it. 

f l^f tl^e l^tt^lbatm man t%u caatifii tit toiise u 
gene litnttntt u^tfant l^tm Kelfe» cxxu 

f An husband man in zeland came before the 
chiefe ruler of the countrey (whose bull had 
kyld the poore mans cow) and after he had 
leaue to speake, hee sayde: my bull leapyng 
ouer the dyche hathe kyld your cow, what is 
the law ? The ruler, mistrustyng no deceit, 
answered : Thou muste paie for hir. Than, 
with licence, the poore man sayd : Sir, I failled 
in my tale : your bull hath kyld my cow The 
ruler beyng a little amoued, sayde. This is an 
other matter. The poore man sayd : Verely 
it is all one thyng: and you haue truely 
iudged. 

By this tale ye perceyue, that a wyse iudge 
wyll first know the cause well, and yet will 



not be hasty to geue sentence, the prouerbe 
biddeth thus : ludge righteously the cause of 
the pore and needy. 

IT SDf tit Htsltsn frier tl^at ^tonliie ptuti Ibefore 
tit 15. of l&ome ano iifi caroittalsl. tj:%iu 

IF A FAMOUS frier in Italye^ called Robert 

LicienSy appoincted to preache before the 

bishop of Rome and his cardynals) beinge in 

the pulpit, and beholdyng the bishop and his 

cardinals, enter into the churche with so great 

pompe, noise, and rufflyng, that no king vse 

the lyke, and seyng the bishop borne by vi. 

men, and beynge at great leysure set downe, 

and harkenyng what he would saye : he sayd 

nought elles but this : Phy on S. Peter, phy 

on S. Paule, and with rauyng he spit now on 

the ryght side, and nowe on the left syde : and 

so without more ado, shouyng through the 

preace, gat hym awaie, leauyng them all asto- 

nied : some thynkyng hym to bee fallen into a 

ftirie : other supposyng him to bee fallen into 

some heresy, lewishe or Paganise belefe, that 

he so burst out intoo such^ blasphemies, And 

whan it was consulted to laie hym in prison, a 
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cardinally wbo knewe bis wyttc^ and loue 
hym, perswadedy that he shou]de fyrste 
called before the bishop and certayue cardi- 
nals ! to here what he would saye. And so 
beyng inquired, why bee burste out into so 
horrible blasphemies, he answered, that he 
had appointed a farre other argument : and in 
fewe woordes declared the whole summe of 
hys sermon : But whan I (sayde he) sawe you 
lyue so pompously, and in so great delites and 
pleasures: and on th'other side consydered, 
howe homely, howe peyneful, and how harde 
a lyfe the Apostles ledde whose places you 
supplie, I gathered, that ey ther they were mad, 
that by so sharpe a waye contended to come 
to heauen: or els you to holde the streight 
way to hell. But of you that beare the keyes 
of heauen, I could not perswade my self to 
deeme euill. Than what els could I do, but 
detest theyr foolysbnes? whiche whan thei 
might after this facion haue liued gloriously in 
all welth and pleasure, wold rather, all their 
life turment them selfes with watchynges fast* 
ynges, and other peynfull labours. 



IT 9>f t\t noctout tittt 08?o, in €^ta$imu0 l0otie0 

IT A NOTABLE doctour, preachyog in a soleinne 
audience, sayd : that in Erasmus workes were 
certayne heresies. Who beyng come out of 
the pulpit, was desired of a learned man, to 
shewe foorthe some place hereticall. Hee 
aunswered, that he had neuer red Erasmus 
bookes : hee began once to reade the woorke 
intitled Maria, but by reason it was so high a 
stile, he feared to h\ into some heresy. 

f (Df tit frier tlat ptttLc^tn at Pauley cro00e 
asa^nist ^ra^majt. t%%iii. 

IF A OR EAT clerke, noseld vp in scooie doc- 
tours, not well vnderstandiug the latin stile 
and phrase, that than began to florishe apase, 
and hauynge smale acquaintaunce with the 
noble authours of the latyne tongue, saide: 
that Erasmus, with his rhetorikeand eloquence 
went about to corrupte the Byble. For this 
(quoth he) I dare be bolde to say : that the 
holy scripture ought not to be mingled with 
the eloquence of Tully, nor yet of Cicero. 
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Y iDf III otlftet ftiet tt»at tsjEeli Cta^ma^ for totit^ 

IT A FRTERy that preached on a tyme too th^^ 
people, inueigbed greatly agaynste Erasmos^^ 
because he in his booke called Enchiridion, 
preysyng the Apostles doctryne, sayde: that 
theirs was Germana theologia, that is to saye 
in englishe, the very ryghtdiuinitee: Lo (sayeth 
this dotishe fryer) here may ye see, what a 
man Erasmus is : be sayeth, there is no diuinite 
but iuGermonie, where heretikes are specially 
fauored and maintayned. 

IT 2Df an ctitt tliat Inaefglieo agai^n^t tf^t isame 

IF Because Erasmus wrote, that it wer better 
for the monke of the charterhouse to eate 
fleshe than to suffer his brother. Venire in 
capitis discrimen, that is to saye, than his 
brother should stand in ieoperdie of his life : 
this dotishe doctour interpretat his wordes 
thus : The charterhouse monke wer better eate 
fleshe, than his head shoulde a littell ake. 
By these tales we may se, what peuysshe 



preachers haue been in this world: And be 
thei neuer iso foolishe, yet the ignorant people* 
lacking lemiuge to iudge suche matters, thinke 
them selues well taught, when they be cleane 
misledde. 

Y 0f i^ttg Wiiciittnt t^t iit, aim ti^e fBottittn 

man. cwM, 

IF After kyng Richard the iii. had vsurped 
the crowne of England, he to staye and sta- 
blishe the people, that sore murmured against 
his dooynges, sent for fyuc thousand men out 
of the North partes vp to London : and as he 
was mustryng of them in Thickettes feelde, one 
of the souldiers, cam, and clappynge the kyng 
on the shoulder, said Diccon, Diccon, by the 
mis, ays blith that thaust kyng. 

% 0f Hit Canon ano W man* tjipMu 

IF A Canon in Hereforde, that kepte a good 
house, toke into his seruice a gentilmans sonne, 
to trade and bryng hym vp, to wayte and serue 
at the table. So on a day the sayde canon, 
hauynge many strangers at his bourd, made a 
signe to his man, that there wanted some thyng. 
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He nought perceuyng, cam to his maister and 
sayde : Sir» what lacke you I Seest not man 
(quoth he ?) They haue no bread on the table. 
Sir, saide his man there was enough euen now, 
if they woulde haue let it alone. 

Y 0f t%t 0ame Ctnon atin Vn an^Ji matt, cnif*^ 

f[ The same Canon an other tyme, bad his 
bayd seruant after supper, go downe and draw a 
cuppe of wyne, to make his guestes drinke at 
theyr departing, whom he had before taught, 
how he shuld take of the couer. So the yong 
roan, bringyng the candell in one hand, and 
the cup of wine couered in the other : offred 
it vnto them : his mayster seyng that made a 
token to hym : He not knowyng wherfore, 
sayd : Sir, what woulde you haue ? Take of 
the couer (quoth his mayster) than holde you 
the candell (saide the seruaunt.) 

Y 0f tf^t getttilmatt iiut titiktt l^i^K isttnatit Ut 

talke of tf ttgf ttg. cic]C]c. 

IT A GENTILMAN brought vp at London in an 
In of court, was maryed, and kepte an house 
in the countrey: And as he sate at supper 
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vfith his neygh hours ahoute hym, vpon an 
albalow daie at night, amonge other commuoi-. 
cation* he talked of the solemne ringyng of 
the belles (as was the vsage than) his man, that 
waited on the table, sayd to his maister: sir, 
he that were this nyghte in London, shoulde 
here wonderfull ryngyng, and so began a tale. 
Hys mayster, not content with his talke, said : 
Hold thy peace foole wilt thou tel me of ring- 
ing in London ? I know it (I trow) a ly ttell 
better than thou. For I haue beene there an 
C. alhalow nyghtes. 

f flDf tl^e MfttBe mitt «ni> W l»ope. c%%j:L 

IF A CEBTAYNE poore blynde man in the 
countrey was ledde by a curst boy to an house 
where a weddyng was : so the honest folkes 
gaue him meate^ and at last one gaue hym a 
legge of a good fatte goose: whiche the boy 
recey uyng kept a syde, and did eate it vp hym 
selfe. Anon the blynde man saide: lacke 
where is the leg of the goose? what goose 
(quod the boy) I haue none. Thou liest (quoth 
the blinde man) I dyd smell it. And so they 
wente forth chidyng together, tyll the shrewde 
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boye led the poore man against a post : ^here 
faittyng his brow a great blow, he cryed out: 
A hoorson boy what hast thou done? why 
(quod the boy) could you not smell the post» 
that was so nere ? as wel as the goose that was 
so farre from your nose 1 

Y a)f tlni tl^at 0OI11 tl0o toBefi of %tf, t%%%iL 

IT In London dwelled a mery pleasant man 
(whiche for his tyme we may call makeshift) 
who beyng arrayed somewhat haruest lyke» 
with a pytcheforke on his necke, went forth in 
a mornyng and mette with twoo lode of hey 
comeyng to the citieward, for the whiche he 
bargayued with the owners to paye xxx shil- 
lynges. whyther shall we bring them, quoth 
thei 1 To the swan in longe lane by Smithfeeld 
(quoth he) And soo left them, and sped him 
thether the next waye. Whan he came to the 
good man of the swanne, he asked, if he would 
bye two good lodes of hey. Yes marie, sayde 
he: where be thei? Euen here they come 
(quoth makshyft) what shall I paye, sayde the 
inholder? foure nobles (quoth hee) but at 
length they agreed for xx. shilling, whan the 



bey was come« maksbyft bad them vnlode. 
So wbile tbey were doyng» be came to the 
inholder, and said : sir, I prai you let me haue 
my monei : for while my men be vnloding, I 
wil goe into the citee to buy a littell stuffe to 
haue home with me. The good man was con- 
tent, and gaue it hym. And so he went his 
way. Whan the men had vnloded the hey, 
they came and demanded their money. To 
whom the inholder saide I haue paid your 
maister, what master (quoth they ?) Mary, quod 
he, the same man that made you bryng the hey 
hether, we know hym not, quod they. No more 
doe I (quod he) that same man bargayned with 
me for the hey, and hym haue I payed: I 
neyther bought nor sold with you. That is 
not enough for vs, quod they. And thus thei 
stroue together, but what ende thei made I 
know not. For I thynke makeshift came not 
againe to agree them. 

t $ol0 a mer^ man oeui^en to cal ^enpU to a jfUfu 

IF A MERY man called Qualitees, on a tyme 
sette vp billes vpon postes aboute London^ that 
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who so euer woulde come to Northumberlande 
place, should here suche an antycke plaie, that 
both for the mattier and handelyng, the lyke 
was neuer heard before. For all they that 
shoulde playe therin were gentilmen. 

Those bylles moued the people (whan the 
daye came) to come thyther thycke and thre- 
folde. Now he had hyred two men to stande 
at the gate with a boxe (as the facion is) who 
toke of euery persone that came in^ a peny, 
or an halfe peny at the least. So whan he 
thought the market was at the best, he came 
to the gate, and toke from the man the boxe 
with money, and geuynge theym their duitie, 
bade them go into the hall, and see the rome 
kepte : For hee shoulde gooe and fetche in the 
plaiers. They went in, and he went out, and 
lockt the gate faste, and toke the key with 
hym: and gat hym on hys geldynge, whiche 
stode ready saddilled without Aldryshegate at 
an In, and towarde Barnet he roade a pace. 
The people taryed from twoo a clocke tyll 
three, from three to foure, styll askyng and cri- 
y ng : Whan shall the plaie begyn ? How long 
shall we tarye ? whan the clocke stroke foure 



all the people murmured aud sayed : wherefore 
tarye we any longer? Here shall be no playe. 
Where is the knaue, that hath beguyled vs 
hyther? It were almes it thruste a dagger 
throughe hys chekes, sayeth one. It were well 
done to cutte of hys eares sayeth an other. 
Haue hym to Newgat sayeth one, nay haue 
hym to Tybume sayed an other. Shall wee 
loose our money thus saieth he 1 Shall we bee 
thus beguiled sayeth this man ? shulde this be 
suffered saieth that man? And so muttrynge 
and chydyng they came to the gate to goe 
pute : but they coulde not. For it was faste 
lockt, and Qualitees had the key away with 
.^im. Now begynne they a freshe to fret and 
' fume : nowe they swere and stare : now they 
stampe and threaten. For the locking ia 
greened them more: than all the losse and 
inpckery before : but all auayle notk For there 
inuste they abide till wayes may be founde to 
open the gate, that they maye goe out. The 
maidens that shoulde haue dressed theyr mais- . 
ters suppers, they wepe and crye, boyes and 
prentises sorow and lament, they wote not what 
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to say whan thei come home. For al this foule 
araye, for al this great frai, Qualites is mery 
ridyng on his waie. 

Y |?4l0 tit ima^t of tlfte oi^aell Ina^ Udt ano 

IF In the Goldesmithes haU, amonge theyr 
other plate, they had a fair standyng cuppe, 
with an image of S. Dunstane on the couer, 
whiche image hadde an image of the dyuell 
at his foote. So it chaunced at a banket that 
the sayed image of the dyuell was lost and 
gone, on the morow after, the bedyll of the 
company, was sent about to serche amonge the 
goldesmythes, if any suche came to be sold. 
And lyke as of other he enquired of one, if 
any man had brought to hym to be solde, the 
foole that sate at sainct Dunstanes foote vpon 
the couer of the cuppe. What foole meane 
you, quoth, he, Mary the diuell, sayde the 
bedill. Why, quoth the other, call ye the 
diuell a foole ? ye shal find him a shrewd foole, 
if ye haue ought to do with hym. And why 
seke you for him here amonge vsl where 



shoulde I els seke for hym (sayde the bedill.) 
Mary in hell, quoth he, for there ye shall be 
sure to fynde the dyuelL 

f 0f tH^aclfta^, if nji^ of Se^i^pt, ano ^d^eisilaa^. 

IF What tyme Agesilaus, king of the Lacede- 
monians, was come to Tachas the kyng of 
£g>pt» to aide him in his wars : Tachas behold- 
yng Agesilaus to bee a man of so litel stature 
and smal personage tauntyng hym with this 
scoffe, sayde : The mountayne hath trauayled, 
lupiter forbode, but yet bee bathe broughte 
forth a mouse. Agesilaus, beynge offended 
wyth hys saying, answered : and yet the tyme 
wyl come, that I shall seeme to the a Lyon. 
And not longe after, it chaunced through a 
sedycion that arose amonge the Aegypcyans, 
whan Agesilaus was gone from him, the king 
was constrevned to flee to the Persians. 

f (Df €orat tl^e El^etorician, ann tSTislia^ 16^0 

IF A CEBTAYNE man called Corar, determyned 
hym selfe for mede to teache the arte of Rhe* 
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4orycke : with whom a yong man named Tisias> 
couenanted on this wyse that he wold pay him 
his wages, whan he had perfectly learned the 
scvence. So whan he had lerned the art, he 
made no haste to pay his teacher, wherfore 
hys mayster sued hym. Whan they came 
hefore the iudges, the yonge man demaunded 
of hys mayster, what was the effecte of the 
scyence 1 he aunswered In reasonyng to per- 
swade. Than go to if I perswade these honour- 
able iudges, that I owe you nothing, I wil pay 
you nothyng, for you are cast in your action. 
And yf I can not perswade them, than wil I 
pay you nothing, because I haue not yet per- 
fectly learned the art. Corar wrestyng the 
yonge mans owne argument agaynst hym selfe, . 
said : If thou perswade them, that thou ought- 
este me nothynge: than (accordynge to the 
couenaunt) thou must nedes pay mee my wages, 
for thou haste the art perfectly. Now yf thou 
canst not perswade them yet shalt thou pay 
mee my wages, because thou arte condemned 
by the Iudges sentence to be my detour. 



« 

IT What tymc Athenodorus the Phylosopher 
had (by reason of hys greate age) obteyned 
lyceoce of Auguste, to depart home, he admo- 
nysshed him, that beyng angry, he should neyth 
saye nor dooe any thyng, before he had by 
hym selfe rehearsed ouer the. xxiiii. Greeke 
letters. Whych saying whan the prince heard, 
he sayed : he had yet nede of him, to teache 
hym the arte to keepe sylence, by coloure 
whereof he retayned the olde man about hym 
a whole yere longer. 

By this tale we male perceyue, that of al 
things a prince; a ruler, a iudge ought specy- 
ally to eschewe witithe. For the morall booke 
sayeth : Anger troubleth the mynde, that it 
can not discerne the truth. And Seneca wry- 
teth, that slowe tarryinge doeth profite in 
nothyng but in wrathe. 

f 0f tJft fttnt'bt If ng atiB tit Ibtome $tlUu 

f As a frenche kyng on a tyme was in huntyng, 
he hapned to lose his companie, and comyng 

' M 
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tbrough a brome heath, he herde a po'ore man 
and his wife piteously complayne on fortune. 
The kyngy after he had wcl heard the long 
lamentacion of they r poore and miserable state^ 
came vuto them, and after a few words he 
questioned with them howe they lined : They 
shewed him, how they came daily to that heath, 
and all the brome, that thei and their asse 
coud cary home^ was lyttell enough to finde 
theim and their poor children meat. Well 
(quoth the kyng) Loke that you bryng to 
morow early to the court gate, as many bromes 
as you and your asse can carye, and see that 
you sell them well. For I warrant you thei 
shalbe bought apase. They thanked hym, 
and so he departed from them. Anon came the 
lordes, knightes, and gentilmen to the kinge, 
and home they rode. After supper the kyng 
callied them all before hym, and gaue them in 
commaundement that neither lord knyght, 
nor gentilman, should on the morow come into 
the courte, wythout a new brome in his hande. 
For he had a thyngto doe, whiche they shoulde 
Hnow afterwardc. So on the morowe whan 
they come to the court gate, there found they 



Mtt2 Zal€0* 23 

the poore man, his wife and the asse loded with 
bromes, whiche hee solde to the galauntes of 
the courty euen as he wolde him selfe. Wherby 
the sayd poore man was made riehe for euer 
and they lyttell the woorse. Thus whan the 
kynge sawe the states and gentilmen of his 
court come in so wel furnished with grene 
bromes, and consydring the cause wherfore it 
was, he laughed merilye. 

IF an otjet tale of t^t jiame ftencl&e lfe)jttff» cjcwij:* 

IF There chaunced in a certaine part of the 
realme, an offyce to fal into the kings handes 
by the deth of a man which was worth a. cccc. 
erounes by the yere. An honest witty gentil- 
man, dwelling therby, trustyng to obteyne the 
sayde offyce, made as good speede to the 
eourte as hee could, and as soone as he might 
come to the kynges presence^ he kneled downe, 
and in most humble wise desired his grace, to 
geue vnto hym that offyce, declaring what it 
was. The king perceiuing how good an ofHce 
it was, and. thinking therwith to rewarde some 
$uche one of hys seruauntes, that had well 
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deserued it, answered quickely, and sayd : My 
firend be content, you get it not. The gentiU 
man heryng those wordes, sayd : I most bertely 
thancke your grace, both I and myne are 
mooste bounden to praye for your hygbnesse : 
And so makynge lowe obeysaunce, wente his 
waye. Whan he had gone a lyttell waye, the 
kyng commaunded to call hym againe. Whan 
he was come backe, the kyng asked him if he 
dyd well vnderstand, what answere he gaue 
hym. Yes truely, sayd the gentilman. What 
sayd I, quoth the kynge ? Marye your grace 
bad me bee contente, for I shoulde not haue 
the offyce. Why dyd you than (quoth the 
kyng) geue me so great thankes, because sayde 
the gentylman, your grace gaue me so sone an 
answere, without longer suite and losse of 
tyme, whiche would haue bene to me a very 
muche hyndraunce. For I haue at home a 
great householde, vnto the which it behoueth 
me to loke dylygently, or els it wyl be wrong 
wyth me. The kynge markynge well the wyse- 
dom and dexterytee of the gentylman, and 
conceyuyng a fauoure towarde hym, sayd: 
Wei, nowe shal you thanke me twyse : for you 



shall haue the offyce that you sewe M : and 
than castynge hys eyes vpon hys Chauncelloure, 
commaunded hym, that all suche wrytynges as 
concerned hys sayd offyce, shoulde wyth al 
speede bee made oute, that he were at home 
agayne to ouerloke hys famyly. 

f QCCiat an 3ltal]?an fr]?er n^Q in fi);0 pteactipnfi^^ t%L 

IT Robert Lyciense: a fryer of Italye (of 
vrbome we spake before) preachyng on a tyme, 
with great vehemencye of wordes and gesture, 
exhorted the prynces and people to make warre 
agaynste the Turkes and other the enemies of 
chrystendome : and whan he came to the very 
effect, and moste hotte and earnest in his tale, 
he began to wepe, that there were none, that 
wold to so godly a purpose, offer them selfe 
to be capitains. If this be the let of the mat- 
tier : beholde me here, whiche will be nothynge 
abasshed to cast aside this grey friers coate, 
and to take vpon mee to be a souldiour, or 
your capitaine. And euen with that woorde 
he caste of his vpper coate and vnderneth he 
was a playne souldiour, arraied in a Skarlet 
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